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Vedic age in Indian society introduced very important four social
groups. Brahmin, Kshatriya, Vaisya and Sutra were the above said
main four divisions. Brahmins enjoyed highest rank, performed
various yagas and rituals for the welfare of Kings and got number of
gifts. Kshatriyas (Kings) led the society by their bravery and valour
and dominated the society. The third group Vaisyas were engaged
in cultivation, cattle rearing and trade. Fourth section of the people
sutras were landless labourers but fully depending on the higher
sections for their lively hood. The first three divisions people were
called 'Duvijas' and they could learn Vedas, and wear sacred thread.
But these practices were banned for the fourth division people. The
fourth division people were treated as almost slaves.
Number of cattle were sacrificed in the name of yagas and killed in
large feasts which lead to the scarcity of cattle for agricultural
purposes. One prohit Brahmin who led to perform one Rajasuyayaga
was given 2,40,000 cows as Dhakshina (payment) which caused to
the accumulation of wealth at one place and disparity deepened
among the society. Vaisyas were affected by heavy taxation and both
vaisyas and sutras suffered very much without knowing how to
explicit their sufferings and liability. But the kshatryas tried to control
the growing influence of Brahmins and the accumulation of wealth
among them. These efforts led to the origin of Jainism and Buddhism,
the two main non-Vedic religious sects. There were 62 different sects
of religion in Gangetic plains during 6" BCE but among them only
two viz, Jainism and Buddhism existed long.
Both Vaisyas and Sutras who were expecting an alternative religion
volunterity Supported and adopted these Jainism and Buddhism.
These two religions rejected the uneven development of society and
exploitation of wealth. They propagated simple but sacred ascetic life
among the people. That is why the two religions enjoyed enormous
support from the Vaisyas and Sutras and developed vigorously.
Mahavira

Vardhamana Mahavira is considered as the founder of
Jainism. Previously there were 23 Thirthankaras from Athinatha
(Rishapadeva) to Parsvanatha who preached Jainism. But the 24th
Thirthankara, Mahavira, alone established this philosophy as a
religion. The earlier Thirthankaras were personalities who said to
have lived thousands of years miraculous body structure etc. But the
23 and 24 Thirthankaras were accepted by the people as historical
personalities. The 22" Thirthangara named Neminatha is also
considered as the brother of Krishna of Mahabaratha. Parsvanatha
was said to have lived during 817- 717 BCE almost for hundred years.
Mahavira is said to have lived during 599-527 BCE, But still there is
difference of opinions and said to have lived from 540 BCE-
467BCE.

Mahavira was born at the village 'Basara' near Vaisali in

North-Bihar area. His father Siddhartha was a Kshatrya King and his
mother Thirisalai was a sister of Chetaka, a chieftain of Lichchavi

ORIGIN AND SPREAD OF JAINISM

Dr. C. Santhalingam

dynasty. Mabhavira, son of a royal family lived for 72 years. He lived
for 30 years as an ordinary man, spent 12 years in searching of gnana
(wisdom) and lived for 30 years by preaching his enlightened
knowledge by travelling various villages in Bihar and finally attained
Moksha (death). Markalikosala, who lived with Mahavira for six
years, established another sect of religion Ajivika in the same period.
Mahavira attained enlightment (Nirvana) during his 42 year
and won over the mundane life. Because of this he was named as 'Jina'
(Vira or Mahavira) one who won over his five senses and his
followers and devotees were also called Jains Because of their hard
ascetic life they were named 'Sramanas'. These people are called in
Tamil language as Amanar or Samanar.
Main principles of Jainism:
Jaina religion put forth five major principles. They are
1) Ahimsha (non-violence)
2) Truth
3) Non-stealing
4) equality in wealth (against accumulation of wealth)
5) Unigamy (life with one wife). Asceticism is highly emphasized in
the later life.
Their three important philosophies are named as Thriratnas (ie) Good
Knowledge, good vision and good character, which are advocated
for every men and women.
MahathmaGandbhi, the father of our nation, who adapted Ahimsa as
his weapon for Independence struggle had taken it from Jainism.
Since, he belonged to a vaisya family (Baniya), naturally he had got
the principles of Ahimsa from Jainism, which was adapted by the
whole trade community. Since this religion had very simple religious
practices, without any costly rituals and advocated equality by birth, it
was easily adapted by various sections of the society. Lord Mahavira
advocated nudity among people but the previous Thirthankaras
admitted simple clothing among Jains. This led to two divisions
among Jains in later days one was (Swethamparas) white clothed and
other nude section (Digmbaras). Nowadays most of the north Indian
Jains are Swethambaras but the Tamil speaking Jains are Digambaras
Spread of Jainism towards South:
One traditional story is told to explain the spread of Jainism
towards South. During the period of Chandra Gupta Mauriya (322-
298 BCE), his Rajaguru Batrabahu, foretold by his astrological
knowledge that Pataliputra, the capital area would met with an acute
famine for twelve continuous years. In order to escape from that
disaster Chandra Gupta Mauriya himself and his subjects migrated
towards south of Batrabahu. All these migrants reached Karnataka
and settled at Sravana Belakola. No ample evidences is found at
Sravana Belakola for this earlier settlement but some evidence are
found only after 6" CCE. After this migration one group of Jain
followers migrated towards south under the leadership of
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Visahacharya through Kongu country and settled at various places in
Tamil area. In Tamil Country particularly in Pandya region (Madurai
and its Surroundings) provided suitable natural hill abodes for their
secluded life and religious practices. Around 300 BCE this
settlements might have been occurred around Madurai, Which are
well attested by the existence of number of Tamil-Brahmi inscriptions
and rock beds in more than a dozen of villages.

Even though Jainism was established as. A separate religion
during 600 BCE by Mahavira, some of its relics were identified in
Mohanjadaro-Harappan civilization also. The name such as Rishaba
deva, Ajithanatha, and Aristanemi etc are found in Yajur- 'Vetha (Dr.
Ratha Krishnan, Indian philosophy vol. P.287). Infusion of Jaina and
Buddha philosophical doctrins into Saivism and Vaisnavism was
quite natural on those days. According to one scholar T.M. Baskara
Thondaiman, 'Buddha was replaced by Vishnu and Mahavira was
replaced by Siva',

Madurai city, the ancient capital of Pandyas served as a
meeting place of academics. The third Tamil Sangam (Academic
body) was established and nourished by the then Pandya kings and
hence this age is also called Sangam age period from 300 BCE — 300
CE, The functioning of Tamil sangam is later period copper plate
charters (Mabaratham Tamil Paduthum and defined its attested by
the Madhurapuri Sangam Vaithum — Chinnamanur plates). Around
14 natural hill abodes were identified as Jaina hermitages in and
around Madurai, 'Madurai Kanchi' a Sangam poetry by Mangudi
Maruthan describes the day to day life of the people and their various
religious practices. Both Saivism, Vaisnavisym, Buddism and
Jainism were followed by the then people of Madurai city,

Kalpolinthanna ittuvayk Karandai P

Palpurisimili narri nalkuvara

Kayam Kandanna Vayankudainagaratthu

Sembiyanranna Senchuvarpunainthu

Nokku Visaithavirppamekkuuyarnthonki

Irumputhu Sanra Narumpunsekkaiyum

Kunrupala Kuzhiyip Polivanathonra (Madurai Kanchi: 482-488)

Jain centers were surrounded with flower gardens. Their walls were
red in colour with paintings. Some more literary references also attest
the existence of Jaina Vestiges.

'Neediya Sadaiyodu Adamenik

Kunrurai tavasiyar pola' (Narrinai— 141 verse)

'Unnamayin uyankiyamarunkin

Adapadivathu anrorpola

Varaiseri Siruneri niraiyudan Sellum

Kanayanai Kavinali Kunram (Akam — 123)

Moreover Kalithokai — Maruthakali verse 28 also refers to the
existence of Jaina monuments. Inspite of these Sangam literary
evidences one more contemporary inscription also confirms the
exitstence of Jainism during 3" BCE. Kalinga King Karavela,

constructed one temple for the first Thirthankara Adhinatha during
3CBCE and one Pandya king had attended the instalation ceremony
which is mentioned in an inscription found at Hastikumba in orissa.
(Essays on Jainology-p 23-24)

During Sangam period, the Pandya Kings and merchants had
contributed liberally for the creation of Jaina Caves and rock beds
around Madurai. Such remains are found even today in the hills such
as Mangulam, Arittapatti, Thiruvadavur, Kidaripatti, Kilavalavu,
Karungalakudi, Kunnattur (Varichiyur) Anaimalai,
Thirupparankundram, Kilakuyilkudi (Jain Hill) Muthupatti,
Kongarpuliankulam, Vikkiramangalam, Nadu Muthalaikulam,
Mettupatti etc. Other than Madurai district in Pandya country, Places
like Kunrakudi, Thirumalai in Sivagangai district, Sittannavasal and
Kudimiyanmalai in Pudukottai district, Marukalthalai and
Ayyanarkulam (Mannarkoil) in Tirunelveli district the Sangam
period Jaina records are found datable to 3BCE - 2CCE. In allover
Tamilnadu about 90 Tamil-Brahmi inscriptions related to Jainism
have been found so far. Among them more than 60 records are spread
around Madurai alone which prove that Jainism was wide spread and
enjoyed unchallenging support from then Tamil society.

Post Sangam period witnessed Kalabhra rule in Tamil area
from roughly about 250CE-500CE. Kalabhra rulers migrated from
Karnataka region and belonged to vellalar community (cultivators). It
is told that they were against vedic religion but it is not sure about their
own religion. One stone inscription found at Pulankurichi, datable to
500 CE refers to a king Senthan Kurran might have been a kalabhra
ruler. According to these records it is clear Kalabhras had constructed
new temples, Deva Kulams, VasidevanarKottam, Thapathapalli and
donated Brahmadeya lands to the Brahmins. So it is known that they
patronized all religious sects equally and did not turn violent face
towards any particular religion.

Art of temple construction was in incipient stage in Tamil
nadu during Kalabhra period (250-500 CE) but no hectic activities
were followed. No ample evidences are there for their original
religious colour and connections.

Periyapuranam (12 CE) a Saiva Canan, refers to the story of
Murthinayanar who lived in Madurai during Kalabhra period. It is
told that he was treated cruely by the kalabhra ruler, who was
Karnataka origin, But this statement might have been fabricated one
without any proof to subtle the just rule of Kalabhra by Sekkilar.

Silappathikaram, the first among the five Tamil epics
describes the Jaina principles through Kavunthi, a nun from Chol
anadu, who came to Madurai with Kovalan & Kannaki. Even the
Mathurai Kandam begins with the triple umbrella, Bindi tree and
Arivan theJ ain god for the first time in Madurai a Jaina Sangam was
established during 470CE, In Digambara Darsanasara, Devasena says
that Vajrananthi, the pupil of Sri Pujyapadha founded the Dravida S
angham in Mathura of the Deccan in the year 525 after the de: ith of
Vikrama. This was nota literary academy but a religious organisation
for propagating the Jaina Dharma in the Tamil Country. (Devakunjari
P.71)
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Early Pandyas defeated Kalabhras and established their rule
around 550 CE at Madurai under the head of Kadungon. The fourth
ruler Aikesari Maravarman alias kun Pandyan Ninra Sir Nedumaran
ruled Madurai around 642 — 700 CE. His queen, a chola princess
named Mangaiyarkarasi and his minister was Kulachchirai. Both the
queen and minister were staunch saivities where as the king had a
staunch association and faith with Jains. Thiru gnana Sampantha, the
firstamong the Devaram trio, came to Madurai as per the invitation of
the Queen and finally converted the King from Jainism to Saivism.
But no ample proof exsisted for the staunch support of the king
towards Jainism except some literary references. No evidences are
available for the favour enjoyed by the Jains from the particular
Pandya king. Instead, he had created so many Agraharams in favour
of vedic Brahmnis, and Conducted Hiranyagarbha yaga and Dulabara
dhana ete and liberally donated to the Brahmins. Both Vaigai bed
inscription and Velvikudi grant attest these facts. So no direct
evidences are found to prove his association with Jains.

Anaimalai existed as an important Jain centre during the
visit of Thirugnanasambantha is well attested by his song.

'Anaimamalai Athiyaya Vidankalilpala

Allalser Amanarkuyeliyen Allen'

These two lines explicit this uth, Disputes between Saivism
and Jainism occurred and they were called Analvatham and Punal
Vatham, The defeated Jaing were executed by impalation which is
attested by literature such as Nambiyandar Nambi's work
Thiruthondar 'Thokai, Sekkilar's Periyapuranam, Ottakuthars'
Thakkaiyakapparani etc. Every ninth verse of Sampanthar's Devaram
anthology sarcastically refers to Jain saints which indirectly prove the
high influence of Jainism on those days. The literary references about
the impalation of 6000 jain ascetics had no ample proof and it may be
considered as a mere exaggeration. Such imaginary statements were
made even in Silappathikaram cpic also regarding the killing of 1000
goldsmiths at a time to pacify the anger of Kannaki. (Silappathikaram
27:127.131) Existence of onc thousand goldsmith at one place
(Korkai) during that period was also doubtful and their execution at a
time might be imaginary. In the same manner execution of 8000 Jaina
ascetics at a time might be an imaginary exaggeration which could be
rejected by the nutral scholars.

'Enperun Kunrathuennayiramirudi

Panporunthap Padiyananurum'

These two lines explain the ethical literature Naladiyar was
written by 8000 jains who lived at eight hills around Madurai. The
same fact is mentioned in one more verse in Naladiyar (aiHjangaluicd
Sone)

'Enperun Kunrathu Irunthava munivar

Aram porul inpam veedu enum ivarrin

Thiram pirar ariyum thirathai nadi

Panpura eduthu pankura pakanra

Venpaviyal Ennayiram'

One more evidence could be seen by Yapparunkala

Viruththi datable to 11 CCE which enumerates the eight different hills
around Madurai where in Jaina ascetics resided.

'Parankunru uruvakam Papparam Palli
Arunkunram Peranthai yanai-Irunkunram
Enrettuverpum Eduththiyamba vallorkku
Senrettumo piravi theenku.

Thakkayahapparani, one 12" CCE literature also affirms the existence
of eight different hills, the abodes of Jains.

Vethappagaivar Thamudampu
Veenkaththungum Venkaluvir
Sethappadum Enperunkunrathu
Ellavasokum Erikenave (218-Verse)

Analvatham, Punalvatham, The different kinds of disputes between
jains and Saivites took place during the days of Gnanasampantha (ic)
in 7" CCE, but these incidents were exaggeratted in 12-13" century
literary works. It could be surmised that during the 7" CCE,
skirmishes between Saivites and Jains might have been occurred at
some places very rarely and as a result of it Jain people might have got
some set back in their religious activities. But during the next century
Jains regained their influence among the Pandya Kings and
rejuvenated ever before. Number of monuments were created with
the patronage of Pandya kings and nobles at various previous centres
of Jainism around Madurai. Except Mangulam, Mettupatti,
Vikkiramangalam and Muthalaikulam all other Sangam age jain
centers were revisited and reestablished their influence by creating
sculptural representations and inscriptions. Moreover new jain
centers at Kurandi Thirukkattampalli, Kuppalnatham.
Uthamapalaiyam Aivarmalai (Palani) ete were established during 8-
10" CCE.

One can find atleast one Jaina relic at every ten kilometer
distance in Pandya region which attest the rejunuvated influence of
Jainism on those days. Accananthi a Jaina ascetic lived during 8-9"
CCE was instrumental for this rejunuvation of Jainism.

He travelled far and wide in Tamilnadu and created new
sculptures at various centre. All important jain centes from Chitaral
(Kanyakumari) to all centres in Pandyanadu his creation of sculptures
can be seen with inscription.

One among the five Tamil great epics, Jeevaka Sinthamani
is a Jaina epic datable to 9” century by Thiruthakka Deva, a Chola
minister. In this epic, the historical personality Accananthi is
introduced as the guru (teacher) to Jeevaka, the hero of the epic.

Upto 13" CCE, Jainism prevailed everywhere in
Tamilnadu. Initially (ic) during Sangam age idol worship was not
followed by the Tamil Jains. Butafter the setback, because of the
influence of Vedic religious practices, it adapted idol worships and
rituals like Vedic religions. Fine arts such as music, Paintings
sculptures are also patronized by Jains. Traces of paintings can be

scen in some of the Jains sculptures found around Madurai even to-
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