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Navagarh: Antiquities from the Chandel period

[Navagarh is a Jain Pilgrimage site that has developed only since 1959. It has significant Pre-historic and
historic remains that have received attention only in recent years. This article discusses on the Jain
antiquities of the Chandel period as well as a few that may from the early middle age.]

Its history during the Chandella period needs to be
studied in conjunction with the antiquities of nearby
sites, specifically Badagaon-Dhasan, Aahaar Kshetra
and Papora ji, which are also pilgrimage centers as
well as Bhelsi, which is mentioned by Naval Shah
Chanderia's Vardhamana Purana in the sixteenth
chapter. It is located at the Nabai village, about 8 km
from Sojna in central India in Uttar Pradesh, Just
across the border from Madhya Pradesh.

The ancient cite was noticed as a collection of
sculptures and fragments on top of a platform. The site
was explored by Pt. Gulabchandra Pushpa, an
Ayurvedic physician (later famous as a
Pratishthacharya) in 1959. The platform was actually
the top of an underground chamber which concealed a

Dr. Yashwant K. Malaiya,

Professor of Computer Science, Colorado State University

T

]
ol Wt

beautifully polished sandstone image of 18"
Teerthankar Bhagwan Arahnatha in the kayotsaraga
pose.

A modern temple was later constructed at the same
exact spot, with the garbhagriha left underground at
the same spot. A congregational room was excavated
in front of it.

In Bundelkhand, several underground chambers
termed Bhoyras with concealed Chandella period Jain
images have been found. According to Balbhadra Jain,
these are said to be seven which include Pavaji,
Deogarh, Seron, Karguvan, Bandha, Papora and
Thuvon.

Navagarh should be included among them since its
underground structure has been carefully preserved.
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Chandrash
|l ila, that
formed the
roof of the
~platform,
has been
preserved
and has
been fixed
on a wall
for display.
A large
number of
historic
sculptures
a r ¢
preserved
in the
sangrahala
ya, which
is housed
in a
dedicated
room.
Some of
them have inscriptions that throw light the history of
the spot. The mulanayaka image of Bhagwan Aranath
does not have an inscription, a finely polished schist
image of Bhagwan Mahavira, marked by the Lion
lanchhan, has a well preserved inscription of samvat
1195 (1138 AD) mentions that Mahichandra of the
Golapurvaanvaya, his son Delhan and their family
members.

The craftsmanship of the image is very similar to those
seen at the Bhoyras of Papora, Pava, Karguvan,
Bandha etc, which appear to be from the same period

based on the inscriptions, a schist (2¥eT) head fragment
shows signs of deliberate mutilation.

There are other inscriptions of samvat.1202, that
mention the Golapurvaanvaya. This suggests that the
region was populated by the Golapurva Jain
community. Most of the sculpture fragments are in red
or brown sandstone, but a few fragments are in black
schist.

It is notable that there are two large images that appear

to be from the early middle age, pethaps 8" -10"
century". The craftsmanship and the conventions are
different from the Chandella Period sculptures. These
include an Adinath image in khadagasana and a
padmasan Parshwanath image. The elbows of the
Parshwanath image are spread out, which is common
to padmasan images prior to 11" century. At nearby
Badagaon-Dhasan.lain complex, about 10 km, there
are two large images that also appear to be from the
early middle age.

There exists an unusual Jain sculpture located among
the rocks in the nearby rock-strewn hills that shows a
person with mustaches and beard who appears to be
holding a garment in one hand and an end of a garment
in the other hand. This may be a representation of a
distinguished shravaka, shreshthi or King, perhaps
Madan Varman.

Notably there are four columns that were brought here
from a reservoir in nearby Sojna. The function of the
columns is not clear. The lower parts of the columns
has been roughed so that plaster can adhere to the
surface. Notably the columns are inscribed with
inscriptions. A reading given the Golapurva Directory
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of 1940 appears to be flawed. A better reading is inscription is rom Samvat 1332.

provided in the Golapurva Jain Samaj Ka Bharatiya Bundelkhand was attacked by lltutmish in AD 1233-
Sanskrit Ko Avadana, 2019. All of them are dated 34 and by Alauddinin 1293 AD.

Sarnvat 1203 Ashadhvadi 10 (1146 AD) and mention At this time, the temples were destroyed and many
shravakas of the Golapurvaanvaya. pratimas were concealed in underground chambers.
The carvings on the 4 columns show Teerthankaras The Jain centers of Bundelkhand then ceased to
with Ambika or Gomedh. It is notable that some of the function for a few centuries.

panels show an Upadhyaya with a tada-patra book in The archaeological and demographic information
the left hand and the right hand with the expression of confirmed the history provided by Naval Shah
preaching. The kamandalu is placed on the seat. Chanderia in Vardhamana Purana of Samvat 1825
Itis notable that the monks appear to have the pichchhi (1769 AD).

worn on the right arm with the brush raised up. This is He mentions a ancestor in remote antiquity settling in
in contrast to the modern practice, the pichchhi is Chanderi village (which should not be confused with
cither held by the fingers or is placed on the platform. Chanderi in Ashoknagar district, which probably the
There is a sculpture fragment with shows a pichchhi village near Kudila, and then his descendants
with the end shaped like a hook. Some of the paintings branching to four different villages.

in some manuscripts show the arm inside the loop in The village Bada is likely the nearby Badagaon-
the handle of the pichchhis. Thus It appears that the Dhasan.

m}almnerlcl)f carrying plch&hhls in the region during the Navalshah's ancestors conducted a Gajrath Pratishtha
Chandellaperiod was different. . . at Bhelsi (41 km) in Samvat 1651 (1594 AD). His book
As demonstrated by the archacological findings, this presents the earliest available account of a Gajrath
region was a major center of Jainism in the Chandella Pratishtha in Bundelkhand. Navalshah's account of his

period. Aahaarji, about 34 km from Navai, (then
known as Madansagarpur) was a major pilgrimage
center during the Chandella period, with the Jains
from several regions visiting and installing images
during the period. The communities represented were
Gargarat (Gangarade), Mahishana-puravada
(Maheshwari), Jaiswal, Lamechu, Mathur, Paurpatta
(Parwar), Maiditaval (Medatwal), Avadhapura
(Ayodhyavasi), Khandelwal, Golarade (Golalare) in
addition to the local Golapurvas and Grihapatis. It
demonstrates the harmonious cooperation of the Jains
belonging to different communities. The two
Chandella-period inscribed images in Papora bhoyra,
which is about 26 km, both mention Golapurva. The
Golapurvas still live in the region around Navagarh is

family's history is supported by the inscription in the
Bhelsi temple that still exists.

The Navagarh temple complex has other vedis that
include other historically significant brass and stone
pratimas. They are also worth studying by the
scholars.

I would like to acknowledge Br. Jaikumar Jain
Nishant, a noted Pratishthacharya, for inviting me
along with a group of other scholars to Navagarh and
introducing me to the religious and archaeological
significance of Jain antiquities at Navagarh.
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1220). two inscribed Papora bhoyra pratimas of Sam. Ed. Surendra Kumar Jain, 2018.
1202 (1146 AD) are also front Madanvarvgn’s t.1m.e. It Papora Darshan, Pt. Vimal Kumar Shastri, Shri Digambar
should be notqd ‘Fhat most of the Aahaar inscriptions Jjain Atishya Kshetra Papauraji, Tikamgarh, 2014.
are also from his time. Yashwant Kumar Malaiya, Chandelakalin Madansagarpur
Although some of them go to the time of his grandson ke ShravakaAnekanta, July-Sept. 1993
Parmardhi (also known as Parmal). and a few from Yashwant Kumar Malaiya, Vardhaman Purana ke
Trailokyavarman and Viravarman's time. As described Solahven Adhikar ka Adhyayan, Anekant, 1974, pp. 58-64.
in the famous ballad Alha-Khand, Prithviraj Chauhan
attacked Paramardhi in Samvat 1239 (1182-3 AD) but
eventually retreated. The last Chandella period Ahar ** *
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Ancient Jain Statue Found During Archaeological Excavation in Koraput

preserve it at Koraput Museum,”
Akshay Kumar Sethi, the District
Culture Officer of Koraput told.
“Although, it has been
excavated from a Jain temple,
superficially, the sculpture appears
like a statue of '"Lord Vishnu'. After
a detailed study and examination
we might be able to arrive at any
conclusion regarding its identity
and Geologic Time Scale (GTS),”

Koraput, Odisha: An ancient
statue believed to be representing
Jainism has been reportedly
discovered on 11 December 2020
during a temple restoration and
excavation of nearby sites at Subali, a
place of archaeological importance
in Koraput district.

According to reports, State
Archaeology department has been
undertaking restoration of neglected

shrines in the district. During the Sethi added.

restoration of the Subai Jain temple, excavators discovered a Priyabrata Patra, a local history researcher said,

statue and some remains of temples, a few distances away “Koraput beholds a rich cultural identity since the reign of

from the Jain temple. Nanadapur ruler Vijaya Chandraksha Deo. He was under the
Gopinath Bisoyi, the contractor engaged in the site subsidiary alliance of Puri rulers and often sent soldiers in

excavation said, “We were completely unaware of existence the time of need.”

of another temple nearer to the mentioned site. While “When Vijaya Chandraksha shifted his capital from

excavating the proximity areas, we discovered a precious Nandapur to Jeypore, it is believed that he converted himself

statue. There are chances of getting more valuable artefacts into Jain and erected many temples during the era. For many

and ancient statues if further excavation is carried out in the years, the temples remained intact, however, people from

surrounding areas.” tribal communities took the statues to different areas with
“We got the information about one ancient Jain belief that they were statues of 'Lord Shiva',” Patra further

statue being discovered from the excavation site in Subai. added.

We will conduct a comprehensive study on the sculpture and ** *
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