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Kundadri Hill: Acharya Kundkund's samadhi sthal

Kundadri is a hill with dense forest in the western
ghats located in Shimoga district of Karnataka State.
The huge monolith that lies 3500 feet above the sea
level. This is located on the Theerthahalli-Agumbe
road, about 12 Km from Theertahhalli and about 110
km from Mangalore.

Kundadri hill host an amazing view of dense forest,

- Mrs. Spoorthi Jain, Bangalore

paddy fields, a series of rolling green mountains,
wandering streams and valleys. Above all never
ending sky filled with cotton candy like clouds is sure
to stun any individual. Last but not least never miss an
opportunity to witness the sunset and sunrise that
offers a feast to the eye and soul.

The hill is the ancient Jain Heritae place of Acharya
KundKund, the renowned Jainacharya, who lived in
the 1" century AD, who attain salvation in this place.
He wrote many great Jain holy books like Samayasara,
Niyamasara and Panchaparamagama here.

The great saints have special names such as
Padmanandi, Griddapichcharya, Vakragriva,

—




Elacharya and he is popularly referred to as Kundkund the Hombuja Jain Mutt. Only a few years ago under

possibly because the village of Kondakundla in the guidance and leadership of Devendrakeerti
Anantapur district of Andhra Pradesh might represent Bhattaraka Mahaswamiji, Shri Kshetra Hombuja Jain
his birth place. Padmanandi was the birth name of the Mutt, the entire hill is beautifully renovated.

acharya. Every year on Makara Sankranti, special Abhisheka
He went to Samavasarana of Tirthankar Seemandhar and Rath festival are held in the holy presence of
Swami in Videha kshetra with the help Akshagamini Devendrakeerti Bhattarak Maha Swamiji.

vidya to clarify his doubts. When he was in On the top of the hill, an ancient Temple of Bhagwan
Samavasarana, he was very small in size as compared Parshwanath Tirthakar is situated, which was built by
to Videha Kshetra's human size and one devata took the Kings of Alupap. This is 17" century Jain temple,
him in his palm and shown to all, devata called him completely built of stones, which is beautifully
Yelacharya. carved.

Similarly, when he was traveling at the sky, the Infront of the basadi, 35 feet high Brahmastamba is
peacock feathers Pichchhi of the Acharya had fallen there, at the top of the Bhramastambha Sheetalnath
away and the Kundkundacharya collected few Tirthankar's Yaksha Brahma Yaksha idol is installed.
feathers of the eagle and made a pichchhi because At the foot of the Brahmastambha, an ancient nishadi
Digambar Jain Munis shouldn't move an inch without inscription is available, which reads that
having Pichchhi in hands to follow the Ahimasa Divakaranandi munimaharaj took Sallekhana at the
Mahavrat. As an exception, he used eagle feathers to place. Usually, Manstambhas are installed in front of
make a pichchhi so he called Griddhapichchhacharya. Jain Basadis but this is a rare construction.
Kundkundacharya is being worshiped and honored On the Left and right side of the temple, ancient idols of
the position after Tirthankara and Ganadhara in Chandranatha Tirthankar and Nemintah Tirthankar are
Jainism. installed.

The Kundadri hill which is under the administration of The Basadi is accessed through the Mukhamantapa,
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after the Mukhamantapa spacious Sabhamantapa Makar Sankranti.

attracts huge 4 pillars with tender carvings on it. Kundadri is a pilgrimage center for Jains since ancient

In the Garbhagruha 3.5 feet tall statue of Bhagwan times, it is an excellent place for meditation. Come and

Parshwanatha is installed, which is the Moolnayaka enjoy the positive energy here.

here. Parshwanath idol with Prabhavali is beautifully How to Reach Kundadri

carved in a single stone. The sun rays fall on the By Air

Parshwanath Tirthankar idol every year on Makar The nearest airport to Kundadri is Mangalore Airport

Sankranti. Devi Padmavathi's idol is also installed in which is roughly 126 kilometres. The second closest is

the Basadi. Kempegowda International Airport, which is about

At the back of the Basadi, there is a Paduka Mandir 350 kilometres.

with the sacred footprints of Acharya KundKund. By Rail

The temple was built to preserve the footprints of Shimoga Railway Station, which is the closest one.

Kundkundacharya in ancient times. On the inner rock From there, you can you can hop on the bus to

of the temple, the ancient footprints of the Acharyas is Theerthahalli.

carved on the rock. This is one of the ancient parts of By Road

the entire Kundadri hill. There are regular buses plying to Shimoga. As an

On the left of the Basadi there is a Natural pond called alternative, if you choose to drive down, you can get

papa vichhedhini, water in the pond never ever drained. onto National Highway NH-206 for Shimoga and take

Jain Shravaka and shavikas from nearby places and all a detour to NH-13 to reach Theerthahalli. Don't forget

over the Karnataka attended pooja on the occasion of to turn right at Guddekere. K X
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