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Report of the Bharatvarshiya Digambar Jain Tirth Kshetra Committee
- Karnataka Unit 2013-2018

The major activities of the Bharat Varshiya Digambar
Jain Tirth Kshetra Committee (BDJTC)- Karnataka Unit
from 2013 to 2018 are as follows-

1k

The Tirthkshetra Committee Karnataka Unit
worked under the guidance of Swastishri
Charukirti Bhattarak Swamiji of
Shravanbelagola, Poojya Bhattaraks of the all
the other Mathas of Karnataka and Rajshri
Veerendra Heggadeji and under the able
leadership of ShriD.R.Shah.

Enrolment of members:

The names of the members who have inducted
inthe last five are as follows-

i Bharatesh Education Trust, Belagavi

ii. ShriShantinath Hothapeth, Hubballi

iil. Shri NarashivrajJeenendra Tikke, Bidar
iv. Shri Rahul Belkeri, Bidar

V. Shri Abhinandan Jabannavar, Belagavi
vi. Shri Ashok Bhupal Mugganavar, Athani
vii. ShriSubhas Jabannavar, Belagavi

viii.  ShriArun Yalagudri, Athani

ix. Shri Raosaheb A Jakanur, Athani

X ShriPushpak Hanamannavar, Belagavi
xi. ShriVijaykumar Kivade, Gulbarga
Xii. Shri Ajitkumar Chinde, Bidar

xiii.  ShriVijaykumarJain, Bidar

Renovation and restoration works were taken
up for the following temples-

Basadi at Bankur

- A

a.

Bankur- Dist: Gulbarga. The restoration
work of the ancient Shri Shantinath
Tirthankara temple was completed with the
help of Dept. of Archaeology and Museum,

Govt. of Karnataka under the leadership o
Shri D.R. Shahji (President, Tirthkshetra
Committee, Karnataka Unit), Shri Prakash
Jain and Shri Vijaykumar Jain at a cost of Rs.
58lakhs.

Halasi- Jain temple at Halasi, Tal:
Khanapur, Dist: Belagavi
The ancient temple of the Kadamba period
was restored by the efforts of the
Tirthakshetra Committee with the help of
Dept. of Archaeology and Museums, Govt.
of Karnataka. The Panchkalyan
Pratishthapana of the idol of Shri
Dharmanath Tirthankar was performed in
the auspicious presence of Munishri




C.

Restored temple at Halasi

Parampoojya Chinmayasagarji Maharaj.

Shri Parshwanathswami Tirthankar
temple at Beniwad, Hukekri Tal, Dt:
Belagavi. The ancient Shri Parshwanath
Swamitemple was renovated with the help
of Shri Dharmasthala Dharmotthan Trust at
a cost of Rs. 20 lakhs under the leadership
of ShriVinod Doddanavar, Secretary, Bharat
Varshiya Digambar Jain Tirth Kshetra
Committee (BDJTC)- Karnataka Unit and
Shri Abhinandan Kocheri and with the
active participation of Jain Samaj-Hurkkeri
Taluka. The Panchkalyan Pratishthapana
was also held with the blessings of Acharya
Kulratna Bhushan Maharajji.

Shri Parshwanathswami Tirthankar
temple at Kasmalagi, Tal. Khanapur, Dist.

d temple (Before)

T8

Beniwad Temple (After)

Belagavi, under the guidance of Poojya
Jagadguru Swastishri Charukirti Bhattarak
Swamiji and the leadership of Raja Shri
Veerendra Heggadeji, the idol of Shri
Parshwanath Tirthankar which was found
while laying the foundation of a school in
2005, was consecrated in 2017 at the newly
constructed temple. This was possible due
to the efforts of Shri Rajeev Doddanavar,
Shri Abhinandan Kocheri (Members,
Tirthakshetra Committee), Shri Sanjay Patil
(Ex: MLA) and Shri Abhay Patil (MLA-
Belagavi).

The Tirthkshetra Committee
Karnataka Unit also compiled the
database of Jain temples in Karnataka and
the same was forwarded to the
Tirthakshetra Committee in Mumbai.




Bhagwan Shri ParshwanathDigambartain M

Yo

andir, Makodu

f. Abbakkadevi Basadi-Hireangadi- dist:
Udupi. BDITC has released a sum of Rs. 3
lakh for the reconstruction of the temple
and the workis in progress.

g. Shri Parshwanath Digambar Jain
Mandir, Makodu, Dist: Mysore : Similarly
BDJTC has released a sum of Rs. 3 lakhs for
the reconstruction of the Bhagwan Shri
Parshwanath Digambar Jain mandir,
Makodu, Mysore and the work is in
progress.

h. Parshwanath Jain mandir at Ghodgeri,
Dist: Belagavi: Bharatvarshiya Digambar
Jain Tirthakshetra Ccommittee and Dakshin
Bharat Jain Sabha have taken up the
restoration of the ancient Shri Parshwanath
Jain Mandir at Ghodgeri, Tal/ Dist Belagavi
and the workisin progress.

2018 marked the organizing of the 86" edition
of the Gommateshwar Bhagwan
Mahamastakabhisheka Celebrations
(GBMMC) at Shravanabelagola from 17" to 25"
Feb 2018. Karnataka State unit of the BDJTC
actively participated in the celebrations with its
members being designated key responsibilities

Shri Vinod Doddanavar, Secretary of Karnataka
Unit of BDJTC was appointed as one of the five

National Secretaries of the GBMMC 2018 and
Shri Vinod Bakliwal , Vice President of the
National Tirthakshetra Committee was
appointed as the Chairman of the Food Sub-
Committee for the celebrations. The two
members, under the guidance and leadership
of Poojya Jagadguru Swastishri Charukirti
Bhattarak Pattacharya Swamiji, Smt. Sarita
M.K. Jain, National President of the GBMMC
2018 committee and other members of the
Karnataka State unit of the Tirthakshetra
Committee, successfully worked for the
conduct of the Mahamastakabhishek
Celebrations. .

. Shri Vinod Doddanavar successfully

coordinated the organizing of the eight
National Level Conferences in the run-up to the
main event. These conferences included
a. The National Level Sanskrit Sammelan

b. National Level Prakrit Sammelan

c. National LevelJain Mahila Sammelan

d. National LevelJain Yuva Sammelan

e. National Level Jain Patrakar Sammelan

f. National Level Vidwat Sammelan

g.National Level Kannada Sammelan
h.SarvadharmaSammelan

He also coordinated the visits of the H
President of India, Hon. Vice President of India,
Hon. Prime Minister of India and the Hon.
Home Minister of India. He was also incharge of
the printing and distribution of the Darshan
Passes for the devotees to witness the
consecration ceremony.

Shri Vinod Bakliwal, as the Chairman of the
Food Committee, managed 17 kitchens that
provided free food to devotees thrice a day for
the entire duration of the celebrations. Lakhs of
devotees coming from across the world could
partake of the food through these kitchens.

8. Similarly, Shri Pushpak Hanmannavar, member,




BDJTC-Karnataka Unit from Belagavi
individually managed the Bhojanshala at Yatri
Nagar where more than 20,000 devotees could
partake of food every day. Shri Pushpak
Hanmannavar also coordinated to successfully
garner 2500 tins of edible oil for the food
preparations at Shravanabelagola worth more
than 36 Lakh rupees.

9. Shri Abhinandan Kocheri, Member, BDJTC
from Belagavi assisted in the pass distribution
work at Shravanabelagola while Dr. Bharat
Alasandi and Shri Ashok Muggannavar,
Member, BDJTC, Karnataka Unit, along with a

team of volunteers from Bharatesh Education
Trust, Gomatesh Vidyapith- Belagavi and others
from across Belagavi district handled the
responsibility of managing Kalash Nagar !l at
Shravanabelagola '

Future Plans:

The Karnataka Unit of the committee is committed to
restore more Jain temples in Hannikeri, Arisinabedu
and other placesin the coming years.

It is blessed with the guidance of Poojya Jagadguru
Swastishri Charukirti Bhattarak Pattacharya Swamiji
and leadership of Smt. Sarita M.K. Jain, President of the
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Philanthropists found a secure future for Jainism and
Jain community in Tamilnadu
- By giving a small push to the younger generation

Dr.N.K.Ajithadoss Jain and Er.P.Rajendra Prasad Jain

Tamilnadu found a reliable solution to address the concern
for the future ofthe Jaina community, religion and culture;
the manthra is “"Groom the the present younger
generation as they are the future guardians of the Jaina
community, religion and culture”; For the past ten years the
young, intelligent, religious minded, culturally sound Tamil
Jain students are supported for their education and
motivated to do well in Education to get elevated
economically and culturally.

Shri Parsvanath Digamber Jain Bhavan Management
Trust, Tindivanam formed a committee with the blessings
of Munishri 108 Vishvesh Sagar Maharaj, for giving
awards and scholarships annually to Tamil Jain students,
in the year 2009, in the name of His Holiness
Ganacharya Shri 108 Virag Sagarji Maharaj; the award is
simply called as Virag Award; it is awarded to students
who do exceptionally well in the Board Examinations of 10"
- Secondary and 12" - Senior Secondary . It is directed
towards acknowledging exceptional students for their
achievements for the past Ten years;

A great Philanthropist, Srimathi.Sarita M.K.Jain, through
Sarita Jain Foundation provides scholarships annually
for many students studying senior Secondary and
Colleges to pursue their higher education; the help is
timely and highly supportive for the young, bright,
economically needy Tamil Digamber Jain students; The
Tamil Jain community will ever remember this yeoman
service rendered by Srimathi.Sarita M.K.Jain and
Sri.M.K.Jain; such push given at the right moment in the
form of scholarship helps the students to a greater extent
to secure a future.

This year function was conducted at Tindivanam “Thillai

Thirunavu Marriage Hall” on 15" July 2018, Sunday,

with the Blessings and presence of Munishri 108 Arijit
Sagar Maharaj and Munishri 108 Sowmya Sagar
Maharaj, belongs to Acharyashri 108 Vishudha Sagarji
Maharaj Sangh, who was initiated as Muni by
Ganacharyashri 108 Virag Sagarji Maharaj and
Swasthishri Lakshmisen Bhattarak Swamigal of Mel
Sittamur, many Educationists, Achievers and community
leaders participated and given motivational talk to
encourage the students.

There were about 89 students of 10" standard
participated. In which about 42 scored more than 90% and
7 scored Centum. The State Board toppers were 1.
Namichandran.M — 496/500, 2. Kaaviya.D — 490/500, 3.
Ramyaa.A.G. - 490/500, 4. Nithesh.R — 486/500 and T
CBSE toppers were 1. Aditya.C — 492/500,
Kalaiselvi.M.R-477/500, 3. Ayush.P Jain - 467/500

There were about 104 students of 12" standard
participated. In which about 22 scored more than 90% and
6 scored Centum. The State board toppers were 1.
Sushma.C — 1157/1200, 2. Sasirekha.C — 1153/1200, 3.
Nithya.M — 1148/1200, 4. Aparna.S — 1148/1200 and the
CBSE toppers were 1. Hemanth.B — 477/500, 2.
Anandalakshmi.R — 468/500, 3. Chandraprabhu. A —
465/500

Sarita Jain Foundation Scholarships Cheques were
distributed to about 300 students of Senior Secondary and
college level to the tune of around Rs.13 lakhs, at the
venue. The foundation also distributed scholarships
through other Trusts and associations to the tune of around
Rs.90 lakhs for this Academic year.

The programme was successfully organised by Shri
Parsvanath Digamber Jain Bhavan Management Trust,

ST 2018



Tindivanam with the help of volunteers in particular the
Teachers in the community, under the able guidance and
Mentorship of Sri.K.C.Chinnappa Jain and Sri.S.Srenika
Rajan Jain.

The Students participated were enthralled and will
remember the event for their life time. They were given
Oath by the Munishri and group photos taken,

The same team also involved in organising the Students,
who score more than 90% in the Board Examinations of 10"
& 12", with their Parents as a group, to participate in the All
India Students Encouragement Scheme conducted with
the Blessings of Acharyasri 108 Gyan Sagarji Maharaj,

at his Chathurmas locatian, for the past 8 years and will be
continued for this year also. It's an unique arrangements,
well appreciated by Acharyasri and other organisers,
Students helonging to other states come on their own to
participate the program.

Shri Parsvanath Digamber Jain Bhavan Management
Trust, took this opportunity to launch their website as
www.spdjaintrust.org to show cause the Trust activities and
planning for online application process for all the above
education matters from the next academic year.
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No guide for visitors

pushes prominent Jain site into oblivion

gscriptions on stone praising Raja
Raja Cho- la's donations and welfare
schemes welcomes visitors as they
enter the Jain temple and cave
complex at Tiru- malai. a remote
village in Polur in Tiruvannamalai
district. But this is all the information
that visitors can get on the once
prominent Jain centre in the hill
complex, which houses a 16.5ft-tall
rock sculpture of Neminatha (the
22nd Tirthankara), the tallest Jain
sculpture in Tamil Nadu.

Despite itsrich history there are no at-
tempts to make visitors aware of the
significance of the sculptures and
sscoes atthe site . Maintained by the
“chacological Survey of India JASI{,
the complex has three Jain caves and
two temples . Though puja is per-
formed daily at the Ma -haviratemple
daily ,an old watchman is the only
person guarding the site ,which has un-
dergone renovations a number of
times since thed th century.

When K Ananthakrishnan first visited
the temple complex acouple of years ago ,he was clueless
about its historical significance® . There was no one to help
me .I couldn't find any brochure with basic details about the
place .Ireturned and began my studies .I then visited the place
last month with more information ”,said Ananthakrishnan ,a
Chennai -based research scholar.

The Kundavai Jain temple is said to have been commissioned
by Kundavai ,the eldest sister of Raja Raja Chola and has

frescoes of Yakshi ,Parshvanatha and
Gomateshwara .But as there is no
information about the paintings,
visitors are left to do their own re-
' search .The paintings had left §
Muthuraman ,a teacher ,confused
when he visited the site a yearago .He
wanted to know whether the paintings
belonged to thed th century* I was a bit
confused when I saw

the ruined paintings inside the rock-
culcave temple . The paintings on the
ceilings and walls were of different pat-
terns .So [ checked with some history
experts.But they were not aware of it .1
later found thatit was created after15th
century .Ithink it has to be studied in
detail " he said.

Another temple for Parshvanatha on
top of the hill with three sets of fect
carved into the rock near it piques
curiosity® .T thought these were
footprints of Tirthankaras but [ was
wrong. A scholarlatertold me they
were the footprints of three Jain gurus
Veshabhacharya ,Samatbhadracharya
and Var-dutt Gandhar .If the AST kept an information board it
would have helped us ', said Muthuraman.

Jain scholar K Ajithadoss said more people should know
about the cultural significance associated with this Jain site,
as it was one of the main centres of Jainism in TN, The
visitors are not informed about the various aspects related to
the temple complex .Distribution of a brochure with basic
details of the site will definitely help ™, he said. ‘é{* *
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