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Rediscovery of Jainism in Tamilnadu - A kaleidoscopic picture
The forgotten history of the sacred Jaina land- brought to you in a series
Dr.Kanaka. Ajithadoss Jain and P. Rajendra Prasad Jain

Construction of Small Shrines for Abandoned Jain Thirthankar Statues in
Tamil Nadu by “AHIMSA WALK” - Part - 4

Jainism — One of the oldest living faiths of Peninsular
India, has a hoary of Antiquity dating back to 4”- 3“
century B.C.in Tamil Nadu. It has left intelligible
marks on the thought and life of the Tamils. Its wide
popularity is illustrated best by the large number of
Cave-Resorts of Recluses, Temples, Sculptures,
Stone Beds used by Muni's, Paintings, Epigraphical
records and Palm leaf Manuscripts found
throughout Tamil Nadu.

In the length and breadth of Tamilnadu. with a noble
mission of unearthing the hidden evidences of the
existence of Jainism ( Samanam ), Good Samaritans
toil much without any external help, go in search of
uncared Thirthankar Idols - Loose Sculptures,
Caves, Inscriptions etc. Every month a Thirthankar
emerges out from a bush or from Abandoned place,
at the base a Tree, on Lake Bund, on the Tank Bund,
Agriculture Fields, Mostly where No Jain lives today.

The credit goes to Thiru Sridharan of Puducherry,
who has initiated in January 2014 the “Ahimsa
Walk* movement modeled on a similar movement
called “Green Walk” conducted at Madurai
where a large number of ancient, sacred, Jaina
heritages in the form of hills, caves, sculptures,
inscriptions, dilapidated temples, stone beds
paintings are present., besides Thiru.Jeeva
kumar, Thiru,Nagakumar and other volunteers are
invalved in the discovery of the abandoned images,
traces of jaina settlements, heritage sites etc..

Ahimsa walk, now a registered body under
Tamilnadu registration of societies act 1975 with
Prof. Dr. K.Ajithadoss as the president, has grownin
to a big movement ; with a clear vision and noble
mission Ahimsa walk movement has embarked into
creating awareness among nof only Jains and but
also to non-Jains, heritage enthusiasts, historians,
archeologists about the discovery of Jaina heritages,
their history, their significance etc.; the local
population (invariably non Jains ) is invited to join the
Ahimsa walk and they are explained about the
importance of their place in having heritage

treasure in the form of ancient sculpture/s,
inscriptions, etc.; their help / duty to protect them.
Such information is immediately conveyed to the
outside world through the electronic media, including
WhatsApp, SMS, YouTube, Email etc. the print
media is also effectively made use of to disseminate
the discoveries and glories of Jainism in
Tamilnadu; till date Ahimsa walk has completed 35
Walks.

Apart from discovering the abandoned, uncare
vandalized, unnoticed Jaina heritages, majority ot
them Thirthankara images one of the aims of
Ahimsa walk is to protect them in a religiously
appropriate and suitable way, keeping in mind that
those abandoned Thirthankar images are ancient
and they were once worshipped by our ancestors;
they are our sacred venerable objects of worship;
they are the eloquent speakers of the Jaina glory in
Tamil land; Ahimsa walk has taken initiatives to find a
suitable site, resources to build a small shrine to
house the Thirthankara images.

There are about 120 Thirthankar Statues of 6" — 10"
Century AD are lying at various parts of the State and
the condition of it, Instilled the minds of few Jains,
who came forward to construct the Shrine for it. W~
could construct the Shrine, approximate size ..
around 6"W X 6D X 6"H @ cost of around
Rs.60,000/- toRs.1,00,000/-,

The following locations where the Shrines have been :

constructed and Prathista of Thirthankar Statues
done, with the help of Philanthropists.

1) Arcadu:
Route: Chennai — Tindivanam (120) —
Villupuram (32) — Madappattu (19) — Peria
Sevalai (9) — Marangiyur (11KM) — Go for
10KM in Ayathur Road Via Paiyur to find
the Statue deep in to the Agriculture Field
of VAO ( Maniakar ), May not be visible
from the Road.

Coordinates : 11.943889, 79.327778

pah



Donor — Thiru.M.K.Jain - Sarita Jain, Chennai

Amount: Rs.75.000/- Date of Sthapana : 28-06-2015
Before

Route: Chennai -- Tindivanam (120) — Villupuram (32) — Madappattu (19) — Peria Sevalai (9) —
Marangiyur (11KM) — Arcadu (10) — Ayathur Railway Station (8) — Ara(m)kanda Nallur Railway
Station (11) — Go for 8KM on Thirukoilur Road to Devanur Koot Road and 2KM on Vettavalam
Road to Veerapondy to find the Statue near Panchayat President office / Perumal Kaoil
Junction. (OR)
Chennai — Tindivanam (120) — Villupuram (32) — Vettavalam Police Station (41) on Thiruvanna
Malai Road and turn Left for Veerapondy (8)

Coordinates : 12.044778, 79.214917

Donor: Thiru.P. Rajendra Prasad Jain - Rajalakshmi, Chennai

Amount: Rs.65,000/- Date of Sthapana : 28-06-2015




3) Marangiyur : Chennai — Tindivanam (120) — Villupuram (32) — Madappattu (19) — Peria
Sevalai (9) — Go for 8KM on Thiruvennai Nallur to Enathi Mangalam Road and Turn Left
near Banyan Tree & Bus Stop and Go for 3KM to find the Statue.

Coordinates : 11.916583, 79.366306
Donor: Thiru.G.Appandairajan Jain — Malliga Rajan, Chennai
Amount: Rs.65,000/- Date of Stapana : 28-06-2015
Before

4) T.Kolathur — Chennai — Tindivanam (120) Vlllupuram (32) Madappattu (19) F’erla
Sevalai (9) — Go for 7KM and Turn Left and Go for 2KM to find the Statue
Coordinates: 11.854306, 79.301778
Donor: Thiru.C.Jeevagan Jain - Vasuki, Birudur
Amount: Rs.65,000/- Date of Stapana : 28-06-2015
Before After




5) Badhur : Chennai — Tindivanam (120) —
Villupuram (32) — Madappattu (19)
Go for 18KM and Turn Right before
Ulundurpet Toll gate and go for 2KM to
find the Statue,

Coordinates: 11.737168, 79.339536

Donor: Thiru.Ananthapadman Jain - Ananda

Saraswathi, Chennai
Amount: Rs.65,000/-
Date of Stapana : 28-06-2015
After

6) Pathirapuliyur — Chennai — Tindivanam ( 120 ) — Kootteripattu (10) — Sendoor (4) — Turn left
go for a KM and Turn Right, Go for 2KM to find the Statue.
. Coordinates: 12.096999, 79.590948
Donor: Thiru.K.C.Chandrakumar Jain - Dharmasree, Chennai
Amount: Rs.65,000/- Date of Sthapana : 28-06-2015

Before After




7) Avanipur : 115Kms from Chennai city and 25 Kms from TINDIVANAM town, 10 Kms inside
CHENNAI - TRICHY NH45  Coordinates : 12.277286, 79.818756

Donor: Thiru.P.Bahubali & Tmt.Vazuki
Amount: Rs.30,000/- Date of Stapana : 28-06-2015

Before After

8) Eeraiacherry 3KM from Kaveripakkam on Chennai to Bangalore H!ghway NH4 in Vellore
District, Coordinates : 12.907861, 79.490417
Donor: Sri.Mahendra Kumar Dhakda, Chennai

Amount: Rs.2,00,000/- Date of Stapana : 28-06-2015
After
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76-yr-old Jain scholar attains samadhi after observing
M-day Santhara

Chennai: J Appandirgjan, who had been observing Santhara
(Sallekhana), a Jain ritual in which an individual fasts unto death,
attained samadhi at Upm on Sunday after completing 14 days at the
Visakacharya Thapo Ni- layam near Vandavasi in Ti-
ruvannamalai. As the final : moments approached, the reclining 76-
year-old wanted : himself on a sitting posture, as it is considered the
most j ideal form one could achieve : during Santhara.

A prominent Jain scholar and author of more than 76
books, Appandirajan first : gave up food and gradually I reduced
the intake of water ; after observing Santhara on; November 20,
Apparently he was conscious till the end arare achievement during
the Santhara. “An hour before he attained samadhi, he wanted us to
make him sit. He was conscious and was aware of what’s
happening. Watching him attaining samadhi was a great feeling,”
said K Ajitha Doss, a Jain scholar.

Jains believe that observing the ritual provides a person an

rnative, nonviolent approach to the ultimate rite of passage.
Santhara 1s a highly respected practice in Jainism, onc the
community believes leads an individual to a world of nonviolence
afterrejecting all desires in the material world.

After the samadhi, the body was taken out on a proc-
ession. “Not many these days attain samadhi after observing
santhara. Only these who have strong faith in Jainism can do that,”
said Ajitha Doss. The body in sitting posture was burned using
coconut and sandalwood in the pyre.

Born at Vangaram village in Tiruvannamalai in 1942,
Appandirajan retired as headmaster from a government-aided
school in Vandavasi after 36 years of service. He organised literary
confercnces, debates and created an organisation called
Thirukkural Peravai'. He also started the Ilan- go Adigal literary
academy in the name of the Jain ascetic who authored the epic.
'Silpadhikaranam. "He is a scholar of Jain literature He has

contributed immensely to literature by translating many books into
Tamil, namely ‘Tattvartha Sutra’, ‘Samaya Saram’ and ‘Rathna
Saram’. He has written a commentary on Tamil epic Thirthankar
Kavya'and published biographies of Jain Tirthankaras,” said Ajitha
Doss.

Ascetics in the past took the santhara vow, now rare in Tamil Nadu.
Inscriptions in Tamil Brahmi, dating to the 5th century AD, found at
Tirunatharkundru in Villupuram, record the death of ascetic
Chandranandhi, who undertook santhara and fasted for 57 days till
his death. A 10th century AD inscription on a hillock in the same
place records the death of Ilayapa- radarar, who fasted for 30 days.
The Jain community in Tamil Nadu had welcomed the decision of
the Supreme Court in September 2015 staying a Rajasthan high
court order banning the community from practising Santhara.
Marudevi Ammal, an 83 year-old woman in Tiruvannamalai,
attained samadhi after observing Sal lckhana for 42 days in 2015; it
was the first santtiarareported after adecade in TN. Yotk
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