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EXISTENCE OF JAINISM IN SHRI LANKA
Prof. Bhagchandra Jain "Bhaskar”, Nagpur

Jainism crossed India from south in about the eight century
B.C., if not earlier, and became one of the important religions of
Ceylon, which was known in those days by the name of Lanka,
Ratnadvipa or Sinhala. The people of India used to cross and
reached Sri Lanka from various parts like Bengal, Gujarat and
South India. Particularly the Southern part was the main centre
where Bhadrabahu and Visakhaicarya with their hundreds ol
disciples migrated to the South and propagated Jainism of
Tirthankara Rshabhadeva, Parshvanatha and Mahavira tradition a
lot. Andhra Satavihanas, Pallavas Pindyas, colas, Calukyas,
Rastrakiitas. etc. were main dynasties which rendered sufficient
royal patronage and benefits 1o Jainism and its followers through
the spirit of religious toleration existed in this region. The Jainas
e given magnificent grants lor their spiritual purposes,
!mlerous Jaina temples and sculptures were eracted by kings and
many facilitics were provided for literary services through out
India. As a result the Jaina Acaryas wrote their ample  works in
South Indian Languages like Sanskrit, Prakrit, Tamil. and
Kannada.

The aim and object of the present paper 1s to bring into light
the evidence of existence of Jainism in Sri Lanka prior to advent of
Buddhism there in the Island. The Jain traditional record is already
there in this respect which is now supported by Sri Lankan literature
and archacological findings.

The literary evidence
The Mahavamsa, the best-known and most authoritative
Ceylonese Chronicle in Pali verse of about fifth century A.D., refers
to the existence of Jainism in Ceylon even before the arrival of
Buddhism. In the first chapter of the Mahavamsa, it is said that the
iddha reached in Sri Lanka in the ninth month after the attainment
he Sambodhi with the solc object to spread his religion in the
Island which is only possible if the Yakkhas and Yakkhinis from

Lanka could be exiled.

Sasanujjotanam thanam lanka nata jinena hi.
Yakkhapunnaya lankaya, yakkha nibbasi yati ca.ibid. 1,20

Those days the island was fully inhabited by Yakkhas and
Yakkhinis. The Mahavamsa refers to the number of Yakkhas and
Yakkhinis of Naga clan was eighty Karoda who were initiated in
Buddhism (1.61-62). Their congregation was arranged around the
Mahiyangana Stupa situated at the bank of the river Mahavali
Ganga with the sole aim and object to exile them from the Island
(1.18-24):

Bodhito navame masc Phussapunnamiyam jino.
Lanladipam visodhetum, lankadipamupagami.
Sasanujjotanam thanam, lanka nata jinena hi.

Yakkhapunnaya lankaya, yakkha nibba sivati ca.

Natova lankamajjhamhi gangabhire manorame.

Tiyojanaya te ramme , ekayojanavitthite.

Mhanagavanuyyane, yakkhasangamabhumiya.

Lankadipatthayakkhanam, mahayakkhasamagamo.

Mahiyanganathupassa, thane vehayasam jino,

Vutthivandhakaresi, tesam samvejanam aka.

Mahavamsa, 1.18-24
It clearly indicates that the Island was originally
predominated by Yaksha culture which was more popularized at the
arca of Anuradhapur, Polannarua ,Ratanpur, Sumanakuta (Shripada
Adamapeetha ) (1.33) etc. Further it is said that the Buddha went to
Nagadvipa (Jaffna Peninsula) whose ruler was called Dviparaja, the
king of Anuradhapur. There was one Vardhamanagiri
(Vaddhamanamhipavvate) (1.47-48) which was ruled over by a
Naga king. The third time the Buddha reached to Sumanakuta
where herested his foot-steps (Caranacinha).

Here the Mahavamsa refers to Yakkha, Yakkhini, Naga,
Mahiyangana-thupa and Vaddhamana-Pavvata. All these words are
related to Jain culture. There are some more references in Pali
literature which are in favour to prove the existence of Parshvanatha
tradition in Sri Lanka. Let us try to understand first the origin of
human community in the reign.

If we combine our anthropological, archacological , and
traditional studics, we may come to the conclusion that at the
earliest stage, the human race resided in different provinces was
mainly divided into three communities which werc quite different
from cach other:

One resided in between the land situated between two rivers the
Ganga and Yamuna and spread up to Anga-Magadha in North India.
This race was very much worshiper of non-violence, follower of the
religious and spiritual concepts, viz. the existence of self and
Karma, Purusharthavada, Vagetarianism , Anishvaravada, Murti-
worshiping, Nivrattivada and Mokshavada
One which used to reside generally in Southemn provinces and well-
versed in scientific aptitude. They were called Vidyadharas
consisting of Naga, Yaksha, Vanara and other wandering races. In
later period they were named as Dravid,

One which resided in North-western mountainous provinces and
spread over entire middle Asian countries. In later period, they were
called Indo-Aryan or Aryan.

The first race was the follower of Tirthankara Rshabhadeva and
his traditional followers like, Neminatha, Parshvanatha and
Vardhamana Mahavira. In later period they were known by the
name of Jain community, the follower of Shramana culture. The
Gautama the Buddha was also counted as its follower. The naked
Torsho found at Mohenjodaro and Hadappa in the Kayotsargic
posture during excavation must be related to Tirthankara
Rshabhadeva who is remembered several times in the Vedas, and




other Vedic and Buddhist literature. Hundreds of references can be
submitted from the Vedic literature regarding the Shramana culture
adopted by Rshabhadeva and his followers.

The role of Yakkhas, Yakkhinis and Nagas

It is said there in the Mahavamsa that Vijaya (483-445 B.C.) and his
followers had to face the opposition of Yakkhas and Yakkhinis in
their attempt to establish their kingdom in Lanka. After the passing
away of Vijaya, Panduvasudeva (444-414 B.C.), and Abhaya
Pandukabhaya (414-394 B.C.) captured the whole Island with the
help of a Yakkhani named Cetiya who lived in the Dhumarakha
mountain near Tumbaramyana. Pandukabhaya then settled his
helpers, Yakkhas and Yakhinis in various sides of the city of
Anuradhipura, a capital of Lanka. He is also said to have handed
over some cities to his relatives, He then made the appointments of
hunderds of Candalas to work in the city and erected a cemetery for
them. Estward of that cemetery Pandukabhaya built a house for the
Nigantha Jotiya. In the same reign there dwelt another Nigantha
named Giri and many other ascetics of various heretical sects. Atthe
same place there was also built a chapel for the Nigantha
Kumbhandaka towards the west from thence and eastward of the
street of the huntsmen there lived about five hundred families of
hertical beliefs (nanaapasandika):

The five hundred families of heretical beliefs and the
construction of Viharas to the Niganthas on behalf of the king of
Lanka, Pandukabhaya, indicate clearly that Jainism was a living
religion in Ceylon during his reign. The Anuradhapur, Pulanarua
and Ratadvipa were the main centres of Jainism which was very
much popular among the Naga clan in Lanka. According to the
Mahavamsa, the city Anuradhapur was full of Cetiyas, like
Mahastupa (Ruvanveli cetiya, Thuparama cetiya, Shila cetiya
(1.77-82). These Nagas were called Samanas, may be the Jain
Samanas.

Pandukabhaya's period, deduced on the basis of the date of
Buddha's death as 544 B.C., is supposed to be 438-368 B.C. Jainism
had apparently been introduced to Ceylon before Pandukabhaya. It
could have been even before the arrival of Vijaya. One may wonder
whether a name like Arittha (i.e. that of Devanampiya Tissa's
minister) had any connection with the Jaina Tirthankara of that
name. The congregation of Yakshas of Naga clan held at
Mahiyangana (Vintena stupa ) in the ancient city Anuradhapur
backs our remembrance the congregation of Jain Munis held at
Mahimanagari in Andhra in India about first century B.C. The first
chapter Mahiyangamanagamana, Nagadipagamana and
Kalyanagamana is very much important with the history of Jainism
in Sri Lanka.

The Buddha and his disciples had to make their main centre
Anuradhapaur with the view to controlling the Naga clan, the
follower of Parshvanatha Jain tradition.

Jainism continued to exist even after the establishment of
Buddhism in the Island. Its existence during the first century B.C. is
recorded in the Mahavamsa. It is said that after a battle with the
Tamils, king Vatthagamini Abhaya in the first century who was

defeated fled out of the city. A Nigantha named Giri saw him and
cried out loudly "The great black Sinhal is runninga away" (palayati
mahakala Sihalo ti bhusam ravi, ibid. 33.43). When the great king
heard this, he thought "If my wish be fulfilled I will build a Vihara
here" (siddhe mama manorathe viharam karessam). Hence, after a

few years when he drove away the Damila Dathika from

Anuradhapura and regained his throne, he destroyed the Jaina

" monstery (Nigfantharama) and built Abhayagiri Vihara in that

place. It is named the Abhayagiri because the king Abhaya
constructed it on the Giri Nigantha Vihara (33.78-83).

Accroding to the Mahavamsa Tika, this monastery was the
scene of a tragedy in the time of Khallatanaga, predecessor of
Vattagamini. This king, when he discovered a plot against his life by
his nephew, went to Giri's monastery and ended his life by burning
himself. At the spot, where this event occurred, Khallatanaga's
kinsman built a Cetiya called the Kurundavasoka Vihara.
SRILANKAIN JAIN TRADITION

Jaina tradition takes the history of Jainism in Sri Lanka to an
era anterior to that reflected by the Ceylon Chronicles. According to
Jain records, the Yaksas and Raksasas who inhabited Sri Lanka
prior to its Aryanization by Vijaya were not only human beings with
a well-developed civilization but also Jainas by faith. The
Vividhatirthakalpa mentions that at Trikutagiri in Kiskindha of
Lanka, there was a magnificent Jain temple which was dedicated by
Ravana, for the attainment of supernatural powers (Kiskindhayam
Lankayah patalankdyam Trikiitagirau Srisantinﬁthah). To fulfill a
desire of Mandodari, the principal queen, Ravana is said to have
erected a Jain statue out of jewels and this, it is said, was thrown into
the sea when he was defeated by Ramachandra. Sankara, a king of
Kalyananagara of Kannada, came to know about this statue and he
recovered it from the bottom of sea with the help of Padmavatidevr,
aprominent Goddess of Jainas.

It is said that the statue of Parsvanatha which is worshipped
even now at Sriipura Antariksa (India) was brought by Mali 2~
Sumali Vidyadhara from Lanka. Another statue of Parsvana.. .’
found in the caves of Tejapura ia also said to be from Lanka. The
Karakanducariu describes how Amitavega, a Jain king of Malaya,
used to visit Lankadvipa as an intimate friend of Ravana who builta
Jain temple in Malaya. This Malaya can be identified with Malaya,
the name of the central hill country of Ceylon. Likewise, a number
of Jain stories are related to Sri Lanka where the Jain business men
used to take a voyage.

The Kathasaritsagara refers to a story of Candraswamin who
went to Narikeladvipa, Katahadwipa, Karpuradvipa, Swarnadvipa
and Simhaladvipa in search of Kanakavarman. In the Pancama
Bhava of the Samaraiccakaha, Samnatkumar, and
VasubhutiSarthavahas went to Sri Lanka where his ship was sunk
on the wy just after thirteen days after his departure.

Simhala was originally named as Tamrparmni where prince
Vijayassingh from Lat or Gujarat got down. His father’s name was
Simhabahu. Simhal may be named afie his name. Then it was called
Sri Lanka. As we have already mentioned, the Mahavamsa refers to




an existence of Jamism before Samrat Ashok sent Mahendra and
Sanghamitra to Sri Lanka for propagation of Buddhism. They had to
face the clasheswith the Vidyadharasor Yakshas. Pandukabhaya
succeeded in oblatning their cooperation and constructed Viharas
for Jotiya and other Niganthas nearbyAnuradhapur. The tradition
also supports that the Vidyadhara cult was there in Sri Lanka and
there was a Jain temple at Trikutagiri near Kishkandha Nagari
(Harivamsapuana. The Karakandacariu also mentiones there was a
Jain temple on Malavagiri (p. 44-69).

The Satkhandagama is of the view that the language of Sri Lanka
was not sweet and described it as Kubhasha. Sri Lanka was also
named as Ratnadvipa. It was famous for pearls. The Kuvalayamala
refers to a conference of the merchants relating (o the conditions of
their trade. In this connection, one merchant said that he went lto
Ratnadwipa with leaves of the Nunba ree and brought gems from
'c (P.63).
These references seem o point out that Jainism existed in Sri
Lanka even before the birth ot the Nigantha Nataputta. Vibhisana,
the younger brother of Ravana, who was a follower of Jainism
according to Jain tradition and literature, 1s referred to as the tutelary
Yaksa of Sri Lanka (Vibhisanastaamraparanniiyaru) in the
Mahamaytri, a magical text of Northern Buddhists, which was
translated into Chinese in the fourth century A.D. Vibhisana is still
worshipped at Kelaniya and is supposed to be one of the four
guardian deities of the Island.
Although the supremacy which Buddhism achieved in Sri
Lanka could have led to the suppreassion of Jainism and incidents
similar to the destruction of Giri's monastry by Vatta-Gamini
Abhaya could have occurred at different times and dilferent places,
Jainism did not disappear from Sri Lanka ull at Jeast the eighth
century A.D.).Professor Mahadevan discovered a Tamil Brahmi
inscriptions at Muttupatti (Madurai) (No.244- 245) on the rock-cut
d in a cavern on the hill locally called Ummanamalai belonging to
3—211(:1 centuries A.D. The term “Caivalam™ occurring in this
epigraph is taken to mean a person from Sri Lanka of Vintaiur, T.V.
Mahalingam , on the other hand, considers it a proper name as is
denoted by masculione suffex “an™.This inscription indicates
clearly that Jain laymen used to live in Sri Lanka in the 1st-2nd C.
A.D. About the tenth century A.D. Muni Yasahkirti was requested
by the then king of Sri Lanka to improve the state of Jainism in the
Island. This shows that Jainism not only was in existence at that time
in Sri Lanka, but it also enjoyed the patronage of Sinhala kings,
The Archacological findings
As regards the Jaina monuments in Sri Lanka , up to the time
of about 1950, there were no archaeological findings in Sri Lanka
which could support the literary evidence regarding the existence of
Jainism in Sri Lanka prior to arrival of Buddhism, The view of S.

Parnavitana, an authoritative scholar on Sri Lankan Archaeology, is
relevant :
"No remains of any Jaina monuments have ever been found in

Ceylon. The earliest Stlipas and Viharas of Jainism did not differ
from those of Buddhism so much so. that without the cvidence of
inscriptions or of iconography it would be extremely difficult to
differentiate between the two. Jainiconography had not yet
developed in the times that we are dealing with. In the period during
which this rcligion was prevalent in Ceylon, there were no
monuments built of durable materials. Morcover. when Jaiism
disappeared, their places of worship must have been appropriated
by the Buddhists as it happened with regard to the monastery of
Giri, and any traces of the ecarlier faith would certainly have bén
obliterated in this way. Some of the carliest unidentified stiipas of
small dimensions may, however, be Jaina in origination."”

[ have gone through the “Ancient Ceylon™. the journal of the
Department of Archaeology of Sri Lanka and found the article there
entitled * Sri Lanka sparks revolution in South Asian history and
Achaeology™ written by Namal Kodithuwakku (No. 24, July 2015,
pp. 251-254). According to the author, the inscription found at
Anuradhapur is inscribed in old Brahmi script of about 6th 5th
century B.C., if not earlier. These findings have since been
corroborated by discoverics of Brahmi in South India dating from
the same period. The archacological rescarch excavations were
conducted in the ancient administrative cebtre, the “Citadel”, of
Anuradhapurby Dr. Siran 1Deraniyagala of the Archacological
Department in 1988. The probed the origins of the settlements at
Anuradhapur, at depths of nearly 30 feet below present ground
level.Contrary to hitherto held belief, these beginnings werc
scientifically (radiocarbon) dated to around 900 B.C. with a
settlement area of as much as 35-65 acres . representing a large
village. It is also reported that the bricks found here in the
cxcavations were used in the Caityas of Niganthas situated at
Anuradhapur. As the first and other chapters of the Mahavamsa
refers to the Chaityas of Niganthas of prior to the arrival of
Buddhasm were also dated about ninth tenth ¢. B.C, and the bricks
are named “Jain Bricks™ as reported by the Departmen of
Archaeology, Sri Lanka. If'it is accepted, the existence of Jainism in
Sri Lanka is proved in the tenth ¢. B.C. As we are aware of the fact
that the Caturyamasamvara tradition of Tirthankara Parshvanatha is
mentioned in the Dighanikaya and Majjhimanikaya very clearly. It
appears that this tradition was very much popular in Sri Lanka
during those days.

These meagre bits of evidence prove that Jainism existed in
Sri Lanka during at least tenth century B.C. If any credit is given to
the legends of Ravana, the upper limit may be extended by a few
more centuries. If the historicity of these legends is established it
would be interesting to find that early Jaimism which preceded
Parsvanatha had also founded a foothold in Sri Lanka.

Protessor Emeitus Bhagehandra Jain Bhasika
Tukaramchal. Sadar. Nagpur-440001.India
Phone: 09421363926, 00712-2541726; Email:
drbejain( hotmai.com
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Samyak Dharshan to all.

On 27.03.2016 we went to Konakondla (7 Members
from Tamil Nadu and one Mr.Suriyaprakash from
Ananthapur, who wrote the book on Jainism in
Rayalaseema Region of AP), We found that the surrounding
side of the hill was destroyed with Quarry operations and
blasting going on very close to the Tirthankar Statues,
regularly.

We had planned to send petition to the District
Collector, the State Archaeology Dept. and the Director of
Mines and Geology by mail.

AWAKE! This is need of hour to protect not only
our greatest Acharya Kund Kund Janma Bhoomi, also
the world famous Jambhudweep Chakra is

roclaiming here only the example of Jaina Science.
a < Freguentvisitto this holy place. Allthe
Jain organisations from Tamil Nadu,
Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh needs to
make arrangement of tour at least once a
year.
*+ Create awareness to the local.

v To create awareness among local
people by preaching history and
the importance of the monuments

v Jain organisations in the above
States may take in charge for
some activities like Cultural /
Drama / Dance programme about
Jainism.

v Providing Visual shows about the
importance of the ancient
monuments.

¥ Approach the schools and colleges
surrounding to the hill about
25km radius, to bring their
students to the hill and provide

small
books or pamphlets to the school
students.

< Arrange programme quarterly on Turn
basis (Each Southern State need to make a
programme once a year )

< Provide medical facilities to the local
people at least once a year.

# Jains living nearer to the hill may take
Dharshan monthly once. (Jains from
Ananthapur District, from the border of
Karnataka like Bellari and other Neighbor
Districts of Andhra Pradesh),

< Kindly give your valuable suggestions
to protect this Important Jain Monument
hill, to us by mail ahimsawalk@gmail.com .

Though Acharya KundKund Dev is the Greatest

Acharya, why we didn't celebrate a programme with

his name even yearly once?

“Srutha Panchami” is the suitable programme. It
may be celebrated in the remembrance of Acharya
Kundkund Dev at Konakondla every year is highly
appreciable.

Let us Join to protect the Heritages of Jainism!
Vande Jinavaram!
Jai Jinendral

Kindly convey this message to your friends and relatives.

Contact : S.Dhanajayan
Secretary, 94440 04155.
V.Sowthermenthiran
Treasurer, 98412 40333,

Regd. Office: 24/2, Vinayagar Koil St,
Sastry Nagar,
West Saidapet, Chennai - 15.
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