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The ruins of Purulia Digambar Jain Mandirs

Purulia district, located in the east Bharatiya state of
Pashchim Bengal, possesses a diverse amount of culture and
heritage. Surrounded by Midnapur, Bankura and
(Barddhman) Burdwan district, this place has undergone
significant changes over the past few decades from being a
part ofa country known as Vajra Bhumi (diamondlevel).

One of the oldest districts of Bharat, Purulia has
been deciphered as a significant part of the territory of 16
Mahajanapadas (set of 16 kingdoms), existing in 5" century E5%
AD. Despite going through many cultural influences
through various periods of history, Purulia has always
engaged lively throughout these changes. Such is shown in
the temples of this place that represents the art and
architecture of Jain Dharma.

Jain Dharma was one of the first religions to get |
prominence in Purulia. It is said that even today, the
aboriginal people follow some of the rituals tracing back to
the roots of Jain Dharma.

The religion rose to prominence due to
Anantavarman Chola-Ganga-Deva, ruler of Eastern Ganga

Ighata-temple DR |-
temples were built in honour of Teerthanka Paraswanatha . L= TR Y P e R T e L R
and Teerthankar Mahaveer in the 11th and 12th century.
Later on, when Odishan influence captured the place, the

dynasty, in 1078 AD. Being ardent Jain followers, many - De-:u

The temple whose ruins are scattered all around was the
tallest among all three. The temples depict chaityas
interest turned towards Brahminism, worshipping Hindu (shrines) and miniature Rekha motifs, mostly found during
godsand goddesses.

According to the historian, Chintu Dutta, these

templesin the course of time met their fate and the images of

the Pala — Sena empire. The Deulghata temples were so
fascinating that a report published in 1909 in the Imperial

Gazetteer of Bharat, a gazetteer for historical reference

Jain Tirthankaras (spiritual teacher) came to be worshipped work, compared its art with those on the famous Buddhist

as the images of Lord Vishnu and Lord Shiva. In a process of temple in Bodhgaya. Despite being desolate and deep in the

modifying the images and idols, deformation took place. forest, it comes alive during Dol Jatra and Tusu festivals.

Some of these temples have turned into rubbles and some of The temples of Pakbira
themare miraculouslystill intact. Another such village in Purulia, recounting the

The temples of Deulghata treasure trove of Jain Dharma is Pakbira. Located around 50

The word Deulghata means “the land of temples” in km away from the town, Pakbira came to be known when the

Bengali. A place near Boram in Purulia District, it has the antique Jain temples dating back to the 9" and 10" century

ruins of 15 temples with two standing erect. One of the were found. Today only three temples are found standing
richest heritage sites in the district, these temples were made
under the rule of Pala (9th century) and Sena (11-12th

century) empires of the late classical period.

while the others have been neglected into debris. The
interesting part about these temples of Pakbira is its
architecture. The temples are made of greenish chlorite
Standing on the banks of river Kasai, 30 km away stones, found in abundance in that area. The temples are
built-in Rekha deul style, which belongs to the Kalinga

architectural style of Hindu architecture previously used in

from the Purulia town, the temples have intrinsic terracotta
in its walls as well as delicate, intricate designs all around it.
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the Utkal and the kingdom of Magadha (present Odisha).
These temples also have the basic triratha (three chariots)

plans with lotus fragments lying about. The 8ft high idol of
Teerthankar Shitalnath, is now worshipped as Lord
Bhairavnath, as aresult of Hindu influence later in time.
The temples of Banda

About 35 kms away from the townhouses are
another such towering temples called as Banda Deul
(temple). Made between the 11" to 13" centuries, the
temples are made of stone with a trirath projection. These
temples are topped with a decorative spire in the shape of a
lotus. The inner shrine contains an elevated platform for
the deity but sadly the idol has been missing.

The sculptures of Banda have Jain connections.
There are more than eight Tirthankaras, out of which three
have Rishabhanatha (the bull symbol), the First
Teerthankar, two of Teerthankar Mahavira (the lion), one
Teerthankar Samhabhanatha (horse), one of Shri
Padmaprabha (symbol of Lotus), and one Shri

Iry } %
'; ! ,

Chandraprabh (half-moon). There is a little doubt
® that these were originally the symbols enshrined in
i the temples or these might have been placed in the
4 cxteriors or to just showcase decorated. Many were
later converted into Shaiva (devoted to the worship
of Lord Shiva) or Shakta (devoted to the worship of
the divine goddess) shrines or they have deserted
§ altogether.

Other than these temples there are many such
unexplored ruins of the Jain heritage in the outskirts
of West Bengal. Jain Dharma traces back to the 9th
century and the architectural style makes it distinct
from other schools of architecture which came later.
| Unfortunately, these scriptures are highly being

neglected and soon enough will change into a whole

s

a W o ] L o Lo,
deul with the intricate architecture

e

new abyss of debris.

-Sushmita Dutta

Tamilnadu : Farmers found the Parswanatha idol in a field

A seventh century stone idol of Parswanatha, the
23rd Jain Tirthankara, has been found in the fields close to
the Bhimeswara temple at Dharmavaram village, near
Addankiin Prakasam district.

E. Siva Nagi Reddy, CEO, The Cultural Centre of
Vijayawada & Amaravati (CCVA), who inspected it on
Saturday, said the upper portion of the antique idol surfaced

when the farmers were busy with farm operations.
Following information, Mr. Reddy along with Jyothi
Chandramouli, Addanki-based archaeologist and historian,
Mr. Pasmal Jain, Santi Arts, Guntur and Mr. K.
Srinadhareddy, trainee co-ordinator, CCVA-Heritage Club,
rushed to the village on Saturday as part of the CCVA's
awareness campaign 'Preserve Heritage for Posterity".
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The lower portion of the broken idol of Parswanatha,
belonging to the Digambara sect, was already there on the
premises of the temple.

Mr. Siva Nagi Reddy, after joining the two broken pieces of
the idol together, said it was that of nude Parswanatha
standing in 'kayotsarga’ posture and canopied by a seven-
hoodedserpent.

Chalukyan-erasculpture

The sculpture dated back to the 7th century AD when the
region was ruled by the founder of the Eastern (Vengi)
Chalukya dynasty Kubja Vishnu Vardhana (619-641 AD).
The latter's wife was Ayyomadevi, a staunch Jain follower
and had provided liberal grants to Jain monasteries like
those of the Nedumbi Basadi in Jammidaddi area of
Vijayawada. Dharmavaram might have also sprung up as an
important Jaina centre. Mr. Reddy surmised that the
Bhimeswara temple at Dharmavaram might have been a
place of worship dedicated to Parswanatha Jain.

The local community hold that the original name of the
village was Jinatharmavaram, later shortened as
Dharmavaram. It is also important to note that the village
also known forits early Telugu inscription.

Permanent postal cancellation
depicting Hombuja Kshetra Jain Mutt
released by Karnataka Postal Circle

The permanent postal cancellation depicting
Hombuja Kshetra Jain Mutt, an ancient Jain Heritage
Centre in Shivamogga, were released on the occasion
'Karnapex 2019’ philately exhibition in Bengaluru on
13" Oct2019.
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Inscriptions 'hiding in plain sight' unearthed
Research student discovers 2 inscriptions in Samse basadi while on a visit

Sep 19, 2019 , A postgraduate doctoral
degree (Phd) student of the Kannada University,
Hampi, has discovered two previously unpublished
inscriptions in a basadi (Jain temple) in Samse
village of Chikkamagaluru. Both the inscriptions
were found on the pedestals inside the sanctum
sanctorum of the Bhagwan Shantinatha Basad..
Samse is a popular tourist destination and the area
is home to many ancient basadis. Samse, in
Mudigere is 10 kilometre from Kuduremukh.

Ms. Supreetha KS is pursuing a Phd in the
Ancient History and Archaeology department of the
University. She was on a field visit to Samse when
she made the discovery.

One of the inscriptions, based on the style of

the Kannada script, is said to be from the 15-16th
Centuries. The other inscription has a date
mentioned in the Saka era (1782) which in the
Common Era is 1860 CE, a relatively newer
inscription. Historian Shri Ravikumar Navalagunda
who deciphered the inscriptions said, “Many
inscriptions are hiding in plain sight. In this case, it
was inside the sanctum sanctorum.

Even people who visit a temple or basadi
regularly would never venture into the sanctum.
Only the priests are privy to what is inside. For most
of them, these inscriptions would be something
they would have seen everyday of their lives, so not
surprising. If not thousands, a hundred more such
inscriptions are waiting to be discovered.”

Ms. Supreetha explained the two
inscriptions. “Both are what we call the
'padapeetha’ (pedestal) inscriptions. They are from
different times that can be determined from the
mention of the year in one of them and from the
style of the script in the other. The inscription from
the 15-16th Century mentions one Padumanna
Shetty of Simhagadde, son of Thimma Shetty, the
son of Belli Shetty of Bhayanahalli who gifted the
pedestal for the idol of the '24th Teertankaras'. The
inscription is inscribed on all four sides of the
pedestal. There is no mention of a date in this
inscription. In the end it pays homage to
Vardhamana Teerthankara of Hosapattana,” she
said.

“‘Both are 'padapeetha' (pedestal)
inscriptions. They are from different times that can
be determined from the mention of the year in one

of them the scriptin the other”
—Supreetha KS

“The second inscription, is also significant. It
is inscribed on a brass 'shrutaskanda' plate. It
mentions the Heggade of Samse installing an idol.
The shrutaskanda itself is an important aspect of
the Jain religion. Itis also called the 'Saraswati'. Itis
equvilant to the 'aagamas' in Hindu religion. The
shrutaskandas represents the Jain 'aagama’
tradition and how rituals are to be performed. The
same rituals mentioned in this inscriptions is still
carried out in this basadi,” Supreetha said.

Two other inscriptions were discovered in
this basadi recently. “The discovery would not have
been possible without the support of the priest Nitin
Kumar SV and the patron Sudarshan Shetty,”
Supreetha said. There was no way the pedestals
would be allowed to move out of the Sanctum. The
priest and Shetty permitted it to be photographed
so that it could be deciphered.

From: Mirror
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We are proud to announce that
KATARTA AUTOMOBILES PVT. LTD.
has been awarded

INDIA’S NO. 1
MARUTI SUZUKI DEALER, 2017

We are highly grateful for
the continued patronage of our
splendid customers.

Thank you all for your
unwavering support!
KATARIA

Web: www.kataria.co.in | Tall Free Number : 1800 3000 4052
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