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inscription is similar to, but more descriptive than, an
inscription discovered at Pale caves by archaeologists Shri
HD Sankalia and Sushri Shobhana Gokhale in 1969. It starts
with 'Namo Arihantanam' which is commonly used by Jains,
pointing to the fact the Lohgad cave is a Jain rock-cut cave.
The inscription at Pale caves also began in a similar manner
and based on Sankalia and Gokhale's study, it was assumed to
be a Jain inscription."

The inscription mentions a name 'lda Rakhita', meaning Indra
Rakshita, who donated water cisterns, rock-cut benches to
settlements in the area. "The inscription at Pale also mentions
the same name. The new discovered inscription is 50cm-wide
and 40cm-long and is written in six lines. The palacography
of both are similar, pointing to them being engraved in the
same period," Pradhan said.

Shri Shrikant Ganvir, the assistant professor at the
department of ancient history and culture at Deccan College,
said, "The discovery of this inscription gives us insight into

From: TNN | Oct 7, 2019 PUNE: A Jain inscription dating Jain culture and spread of Jain Dharma in the region. The Pale
back to the 2nd or 1st century BCE was recently discovered caves'

by Shri Shrikant Pradhan, an ancient Bharatiya paintings inscription was standalone and too limited to speak about the
scholar working at Deccan College Post Graduate and spread of Jain Dharma."

Research Institute. "Among the available scripts of Bharat, the Indus scripts are
The inscription was found on the outside wall of a rock-cut considered to be the earliest one and were 4500 years old.
cave on the eastern side cliff of the Lohgad fort, close to One kind of script that survived between the disappearance of
Lohgadwadi village near Pune, Maharashtra. Indus script and the emergence of Brahmi script is called as
Shri Pradhan said, "The inscription is written in the Brahmi graffiti marks by the scholars," reads the report.

script and the language is Prakrit influenced Sanskrit. The ** *

Ancient Jain inscription found in Chikkamagaluru district

Published in Business Standard, Mangaluru, September Xy iy ' SRR e
12,2019. = . : ' .
Historians have unearthed an unpublished Jain inscription
belonging to the medieval period from a Jain Basadi in Kalasa
of Chikkamagaluru district, Karnatak.

Prof T Murugeshi, associate professor of ancient history and
archaeology at Mulki Sundar Ram Shetty (MSRS) College,
Shirva, Udupi, said in a release that the unpublished Jain
inscription recovered was in Kannada script and Kannada
language. Researchers found the script beside the idol of 8th
Tirthankar Chandraprabh Swami, also called as
Chandranatha in this region, size of the inscription is about
six inches having ten-lines, Murugeshi said.

The inscription reads 'Angirasa Savatsara Aashada Sudha
Dasami Murara vivaradalu,' indicating that it was written on
July 2, 1512 AD. On the specified date, Devachandra Deva, a :
Jain Acharya of Panasoge bali, a small village in KR Nagara Remteyirérstmaidihe scrpt an iiesackol Clandmmatha
in Mysuru installed the idol. Panasoge was a famous Jain Tirtangrayidt Stls bautsirmies

centre between 11th and 12th centuries.

Acharya Devachandra hailed from the district and was the
disciple of Acharya Lalita Keerti. It is learnt that in the 11th
century, there were around 60 Jain Mandirs in Panasoge and
Acharya Lalita Keerti was a prominent Jain Acharya.
Atpresent, only one Jain temple exists in the area, Murugeshi

said. It means the other 59 Jain Temples might had been
destroyed. The inscription may be small in nature, but has
significance, he said. It indirectly indicates the Shaiva and
Jain conflicts in Mysuru region. Due to the religious conflict,
Jains migrated to the Malnad region and moved towards the
coast, Murugeshi said.
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