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The correct place and date of birth santashiromani, gurudev, aacharya vidyasagariji

Present stand - There are about 400 biographies in various
language, depicting life and achievement of Acharya shri. In
all of them the date of birth (DOB) is 10-10-1946 sharad
poornima. Fathers name is Shree Mallappa Parisa Ashtage
and mothers name is Shrimanti (in some books it is Shrimati
wich is wrong). The place of birth is either Sadalaga or
Chikkodi. Vidyasagar is the second child of the couple.
Correct Details - Vidyasagar (who later became
Acharyashri Vidyasagar was born on 03-10-1944 at Govt.
Hospital Chikkodi)

Reason For incorrect Details - The first author, probably
Vidyadhar se Vidyasagar, met Shri Mahavir Ashtage the
elder brother. (his DOB is 01-05-1942, then birth certificate
from Tahashildar is with me) He said “Vidyasagar is 4 years
younger to me” while mother shrimati said “Vidyasagar was
born on sheegettannime the day on which people worship
the mother earth (fields). Imfact it is on anuradha nakshatra,
which is usually one or two days after poornima. Mahavir
forgot that he was just one standard ahead of Vidyadhar in
school. The author added four years to 1942, went through
hindu panchangas, Found the date of sharad poornima and
gave the DOB 10-10-1946.

What made me to search DOB - I wanted to write a book,
in kannada, Santashromani Guruwar, Acharyashri
Vidyasagarji, which is published in 2018. I met shri maruti
madiwar (closest friend of Vidyadhar, whom Devotees of
acharyashri know). He gave many details, narrated many
incidents. He hinted that DOB 10-10-1946 might be wrong.
I also met Vidyasagar's classmates (std I to IX), Shri B.A.
Gundakalle (DOB 1.2.1943) and shri P.A. Mutanale (DOB
1-3-1943). Both are from sadalage and are retired teachers.
Shri Ravasaheb A. Patil (of BORGAON DOB 11-4-1944),
now Chairman, Dakshin Bharat Jain Sabha, was also a
Classmate of Vidyasagar, at Bedakihal high school.

Old procedure of recording DOB by the Govt. —In each
village there used to be a talanthi (village accountant) and
many 'sandis' (govt servants) to assist talent whenever a
baby was born, submit it to talent. He in turn would send a
consolidated list, at the end of the month, to Tahashildar.
Deaths were also sent in the same manner. These records are
maintained in the record office. One can apply for a birth
certificate, to the Tahashildar, with a nominal fee, giving

details of name, parents, probable year of birth.

Shantinath Lagare

I applied for a birth certificate of vidyadhar,
mentioning the probable year May 1943 to October 1946.
The officer in charge, shri anil gouraj (fortunately a jain
from Hirekudi) went through the records of sadalaga and
akkol (shrimanti's native) for the given period, but could not
trace. I requested him to check chikkodi record, as I know,
vidyadhar was admitted in the Govt. hospital. He got the
record and issued a birth certificate.

In the certificate, it is a male baby, name not
mentioned (as naming ceremony was not over) DOB 3-10-
1944 place of birth Chikkodi, parent's name Malagouda
parisa ashtage) parent's permanent address sadalaga
registration no. 228. I have enquired in sadalaga and found
that there is no family with Ashtekar as surname.

School records — In those days a child was admitted to |
standard at the age of Syeras 10 month's (with some
influence 5 years 6 month's) the parents rarely remembered

exact DOB. So, the teachers used to adjust DOB so as to
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complete 5 years 6 months. (One will find DOB'S of most of
the students admitted in a year, nearly the same DOB so
recorded is accepted. Nobody is authorized to change.

Vidyadhar was admitted in Bedakihal high school
in june 1957 (Mahavir was admitted in June 1956 for std
VIII. A child would have completed 12 years 6 months at the
time of admission. So, June 1957 minus 12 years 6 months
give January 1945. As Vidyadhar was born on sharad
poornima, DOB should be in October 1944.

Thus, one can conclude that Vidyadhar was born
on 03-10-1944 at Chikkodi.

7. Approached- As soon as I got the birth certificate, I rushed
to shri Niyamasagarji, (who was in hupri then); he accepted
my findings. T have also sent this information to shri
Yogsagarji, shri Abhaysagarji, shri Pramansagarji, shri
Sudhasagarji, ahri Punyasagarji, Aryikashri Adarshmatiji
and some others.

8. An earnest appeal- May [ dare to appeal to all the divotees
of Acharyashri, to take note of this DOB, and take nessary

steps to correct it. A paper note may be published in jain
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periodicals. (it is worth remembered that Acharyashri
Gyanasagarji Deekshaguru of Vidyasagarji was corrected
(from 1897t0 1891).

9. My introduction — I am shantinath Tavanappa Lagare of
Borgaon, 7 km from Sadalaga. My education is B.Sc, B.Ed. 1
served as a teacher in Bedakihal high school from 1970 to
2006. I had 'Darshan Bhagya' of Acharyashri in Oct. 1993 at
Ramteka.

Prof B.P. Nyamagouda of K.M. Arts and
Commerce Collage has translated "Mookamati' to Kannada
poetry. I was the co-author. [ have translated Mookamati to
kannada prose, with the blessing of Acharyashri. I have
translated four books of shri Akshaysagarji. My mobile-
9986829910.

10. Enclosures i) Birth certificate of Vidyadhar, from
Tahashildar ii) Birth certificate of mahavir

I have also written a book, in kannada, depicting life and

achievement of Acharyashri.
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Ideal Bhattrak Centre
Shreekshetra Shravanabelagola Matha

Bhattaraka tradition has contributed lot of things to Jain religion and
culture. It has fought for the protection of Jains and their religious
ways of life. It has faced and succeeded in protecting the interests of
religion and perform the religious practices to the followers. Many
centres of bhattarakas have been still existing and serving the people
in their traditional causes. Due to the dark age of the nation and society
many centres have been ceased to serve putting the followers in a
cultural vacuum. But, the traditional stream of bhattarakas still exists.
Among such age old centres of bhattarakas one centre which is
serving the people showing the ways to this followers for the last more
then two thousand and three hundreds years is sharavananabelagola
bhattarak peetha. It is the very ancient centre of religion as well as the
internationally known centre also. The monolith of bhagawan
bahubali of shravanabelagola is one of the wonders of the world. It has
attracted and attracting the people from all over the world to visit and
take back the massage of peace and non- violence with them.

With the divine knowledge Acharya bhadarbahu whom we
call as the last shrutakevali came to know that in the northern parts of
bharatavarsha there will be a acute famine for the coming twelve
years. That period of acute famine will be very difficult for the
religious practices for the monks and acharyas. He therefore left the
place alongwith his about 12000 diciples to the south. He came to
katavapra which is now know as shravanabelagola. He saw the rocky,
naturally beautiful, safe and calm place for the monks and acharyas.
He decide to stay there. The needs of the monks and acharyas were
fulfilled by the natives of katavapra in those days. It show that before
the arrival of last shrut kevali bhadrabahu there were people who were
following the Jain principles. It was the year 300 B.C. the greatest
emperor Chandragupta mourya who was the beloved devotee of
Bhadrabahu came with his guru handing over his empire to his son
Bimbisar and took sanysa and attained salvation here only with his
guru Acharya Bhadarabahu. Since those days the place has been the
centre of religion. It is doing its best to fulfil the causes of religion.
Chandragiri- Chikkabetta became the place of salvation for the
monks. During the latter part of 10th century the great chieftain
chamundaraya got the statue of Bhagwan Bahubali installed on
indargiri just to fulfil the promise of his mother Kalaldevi. Since then
Indragiri also became famous. To look after the religious centre the
need to appoint the head was felt. Chamundaraya requestes his guru
Nemichandra Siddhanthachakravarti to accept the responsibility.
After persuasion Shri Nemichandracharya agreed to become head of
the organised centre of religion. One after another the heads took over
the charges and served the institution and the society and its people
with great service. The centre became very famous. The noted heads
to mention are Shri Nemichandra Siddhanthachakravarti, Shri
Sagarnandi Siddhantidev, Shri Shantivarnideva, Shri Shaniraj Swami,
Shri Cheluvar Swami, Shri Nemisagar Varniji, Shri Bhattakalanka

Mahendra Kumar Jain, Jaipur

Swamiji etc.

During, 1 1" century when the land was ruled by
the king ballal, the king suffered from the serious
illness. It was the difficulty of his survival even
after treatment by many expert doctors of those
days. The bhattaraka of sharavanabelagola of
those days treated the king with his divine mantra
and medicine. The king recovered from the
serious illness.

7%

The attitude of the society to look at the peetha now a days
has been changed. The expectations also have been more from the
peetha by the people. The present Bhattaraka whom we call with
affection as param poojya jagdguru karmayogi swasti shri
Charukeerthy Bhattarak Mahaswamiji came to the throne in the year
1969 with his changed attitude. His first thought is, matha is not for
swamiji but swamiji is for the matha, society is not for swamiji but
swamiji is for the society. With his new idea he started serving the
institution along with his religious practices. Since his early age of
accepting the throne till today he brought many developments in the
kshetra.

He started the educational institution for the upliftment of
the followers socially. He encouraged people to start educational
institution in some parts of the state. The recent days are days of
science and technology. Keeping this in view recently he has started
the “BAHUBALI COLLAGE OF ENGINEERING” before three
decades back. Many youngsters of the community throughout the
nation are getting the advantage of it. By opening the free hospitals
including one mobile hospital and eye hospital many poor and needy
of the surrounding area are getting the benefits.

The lodging facilities for the pilgrims visiting the kshetra
were not sufficient even for ten pilgrims. Now even if 2000 pilgrims
visit the kshetra they all will be comfortably be accommodated in the
guest house. Such abundant facilities have been developed during the
last three decades. The guest house for the VIP's and VVIP's also have
been got constructed in the kshetra. Free meals are served to the
pilgrims.

The national institute of prakrti studies and research has
been opened and got the recognition as a research institute by the
mysore university. It is serving to preserve and the propagate the
language prakrit and the valuable ancient literature in it. The big
project of Dhavala, Jayadhavala and Maha Dhavala prakrit epics to
translate to kannada was under taken. Twenty noted scholars are
engaged init.

Thus, the kshetra has been now an ideal one to the society. It will be
progressing to the expections of the society under the able leadership
and guidance of parama poojya karmayogi swasti shri Charukeerthy
Bhattarak mahaswamiji
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