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Twelve years is a pretty long time for an event, but when it is as
colossal as the Mahamastakabhisheka, it is quite normal. The
normally quiet town is now abuzz with activities of all sorts, people
moving around the roads, shops packed to the brims with goods,
roads brightly lit and the steps to the two hills, Vindhyagiri
(Doddabetta or the bigger hill) and Chandragiri (Chikkabetta or the
smaller hill) decorated and lit all the way up. Serpentine queuesare
seen even before the main event begins, to have a glimpse of the
massive monolith idol of Bhagwan Bahubali in his Kayotsarga
posture with his hands lightly swinging down and a steady gaze
somewhere in the infinite sky. Prakrit poems compare his face to
the fair moon and his posture akin to the Himalayas. He stands
there since 981 when the Ganga General Chavundaraya
commissioned the crafting of the idol from an entire mountain
fulfilling his mother's wish. This season of the
Mahamastakabhisheka was held between 17" and 25" February
2018. The main event was preceded by the Panchkalyan Mahotsav
marking the five key stages in the life of every Tirthnkara viz.
Garbha Kalyanak- It is the phase when the soul of the to-be born
Tirthankara leaves the past hirth and enters the mother's womb. It
is his last birth and this conception marks the beginning of a
splendid phase to come.

1. Janma Kalyanak- the event of his Birth. It is believed that
all the Gods and Goddesses celebrate upon the birth of a
Tirthankara. Jains believe that Bhagwan Indra performs
Pooja of the Tirthankara on Mount Meru on this event.

2. Diksha Kalyanak- The event when he accepts monkhoad,
by giving up all worldly possessions and becomes a monk.

3. Kevalgyan Kalyanak- The event when the Tirthankara
attains omniscience (Kevala Gyaan). The Tirthankara
establishes his sangha. To commemorate this event,
Samosharana (congregation of all living beings, including
animals, birds who understand the teachings of the
Tirthankara) is organized. It is at this place where the
Tirthnakara spreads the message.

4, Moksha Kalyanak- this is when the Tirthankara leaves the
mortal body and attains salvation (liberation from the
cycle of birth and death) when he is called a Siddha.

The event was inaugurated by the Hon. President of India,

Ramnath Kovind on 7" February, the Hon. Vice President of

India Venkaiah Naidu graced the Rajyabhisheka of the

Panchkalyan Mahotsav on 10" Februdary while the Prime

Minister inaugurated the main Mahamastakabhishek

ceremony on 17" February. Home Minister Rajnath Singh

made it to grace the valedictory ceremony on 25" February,
marking the tradition of national leaders witnessing the event
for the past many seasans.

The entire event is arganized by the Digambara Jain Matha

headed by Jagadguru Karmyogi Swastishri Charukirti

Bhattarak Swamiji who is spearheading the event's fourth

consecutive season since 1981 along with the state

government which has pitched-in in the form of making
available infrastructure for the accommodation and transport

When heavens descended on Shravanbelagola

arrangements, among other things. The devotees throng the
mountains for a glimpse of the head anointing ceremony that

b began with the pouring of the holy water followed by the

Panchamrita Abhishek including Sugarcane juice, Saffron
water, Tender Coconut water,. Milk, Rice Flour, Turmeric,
Sandalwood paste and ending with water again, in a ritual
called Shantidhara that involves prayer for world peace. It
ends with the Pushpavrishti or the offering of fragrant flowers.
The first pots of water being poured over the idol almost
always brought tears to the eyes of the devotees and the
cascading milk and turmeric over the head and the shoulders
wasa sight one will never forget in life.

The entire celebrations of almost 20 days was an
overwhelming experience for many. The Swamiji also ensured
that it is not just a religious ceremony but also one that
involves culture, knowledge sharing and participation nf
people from all walks of life. Hence, a gaod 8 Natio
Conferences were organized to facilitate discussions, ranging
from the Sanskrit Conference, Prakrit Conference, Youth
Conference, Women's conference, Journalists conference,
SarvaDharma Conference and the Vidwat Conference. Folk
artists were encouraged to perform, tableaus paraded to
highlight the cultural diversity and richness of the state while
the cultural pandal saw performances by several artists on all
days of the celebrations. Art exhibition, handicraft exhibition,
flower show and discourses marked the event. Visitors from a
good 25 countries thronged to witness this spectacular event.
This season also saw the turnout of more than 350 Acharyas,
Munis and Matajis witnessing the event, many times travelling
thousands of kilometers on foot to reach the town.

The organizing committee ensured that every category of
visitors are taken care of. 17 dining halls catered to around a
lakh of devotees every day. The Kalash nagars, Yatri nagars and
Panchkalyan Nagars provided excellent accommodation to
the devotees while the Journalists, Police personnel and t
administrative staff had their own accommodati
arrangements.

After a hectic fortnight of non-stop activities, the Swamiji
spent a whole day moving from one arena to the other,
personally expressing gratitude to the media personnel, the
volunteers, the scouts and guides, the Catering halls, the
Police personnel and every stakeholder whose support, he
felt, made the event a grand success. It was, thus, a true
example of planning, leadership, camaraderie, spirituality and
devation. So when the bells rung and the town was filled with
the chants of the holy songs everyday sharp at 6 in the
morning and evening, one's feet halted for a moment and the
eyes glistened misty eyed. One may not have seen heaven, hut
for a fortnight, they seemed to have descended on
Shravanbelagola.

- Swati, Belgaon
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Release of Tamilnadu temple tour guide and book on Tamilnadu jain heritage and DVD of Tamilnadu temples at
Shrvanbelgola on 18-03-2018 by Acharya Shree 108 Devnandi ji maharaj. First copy received by Shri M K Jain,
Chennai, Shri Neelam Ajmera, Shri Anil Jamage, Shri V K sethi, Chennai.
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