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— Report of Bharatvarshiya Digambar Jain TirthaKshetra Committee

Karnataka Unit

The Activities of Karnataka are progressing under the guidance and
inspiration of Param Pujya Swastee Shri Charukeerti Bhattaraka
Pattacharya Swamiji of Shravanbelgola. The committee is also
guided by the Param Pujya Bhattaraka Swamiji of Huncha,
Moodbidri, Karkal, Sonda, N R Pura, Kanakagiri, Kambadahalli,
Amminabhavi— Varur, and Lakkoli. The contribution of Poojya Shri
Veerendra Heggade ji is also noteworthy. The Karnataka Unit has
100 members and the following members are the office bearers of
Karnataka Unit.

° Shri D, R. Shah, Indi—President

Shri Vinod Kumar Bakliwal, Honorary National Secretary

—Central Committee
° Shri Ashok Sheti, Bangalore. Treasurer
o ShriVinod Doddanavar, Belgaum, Sccretary
o Shri 8. Jitendrakumar, Bangalore
e Scerctary, SDJ MIME Trust Shravanabelagola
. ° Shri Mahavir Jain, Nellur,

o Shri Prakash Jain. Gulbarga
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Karnataka has rich heritage of Jain temple and monuments, spread
across the entire state over an area of 1, 91.791 Sq Kms. Jainism in
Kamataka received the roval patronage from various dynasties like
Shatavanahas, Kadambas, Gangas, Chalukayas, Rashtrakulas,
Kalayani Chalukayas, Hoyasalas, Vijayanagar Kings etc. Minor
dynasties like the Rattas, Santaras, Senavaras, Nolambas, Kcllas,
Sendrapas, Callaketanas, etc also patronized Jainism. The patronage
was extended over more than [ Scenturies,

1¢ royal support to the religion led to construction of large number
ilcmplcs across Karnataka. The royal patronage extended to Munis
and Scholars helped them make tremendous literary and spiritual
contribution. Subsequently the leadership of the community was
taken up by the Bhattaraka peethas which is continuing till date.
Works undertaken by Tirthkshetra Committee Karnataka Unit

e The Karnataka Unit met on number of occasions at
Shravanabelagola, Belgaum, Gulbarga, Mysore, and
Moodabidri.

e  The unit was privileged to host two cditions of annual
meeting of Bharatvarshiya Digambar Jain Tirtha Kshetra
Committee 1. ¢ SAMVAD in the year 2010 at Mysore and
2012 at Moodbidri.

e The unit also hosted a seminar titled "Jainism through
Ages" in association with Directorate of Archeology and
Museums, Government of Kamataka at Mysore. The
seminar was attended by more than 150 scholars including
many from foreign countrics, The proceedings of the
seminar was published in the form of'a book.

o  Tirtha Kshetra Committee Karnataka Unit played a major
role in identifying temples and persuading Department of

Archeology and Museum, Government of Karnataka to
take up reconstruction /restoration work of the following
temples:
SNo. Name of the Jain Temple and its Location
1 Development work at Kote Shantinatha Basadi, Mysore
2 Development work at Shree Adinatha Basadi,
Shreerangapatna, Dist: Mandya
3 Development work at Shree Chandraprabha Teerthankara
Temple at Kallahalli Tq Hunsur Dist: Mysore
4 Flooring work at Kanakagiri Shree Kshetra, Dist;
Chamarajnagar
5 Constructing compound wall around Basadi atop
Kanakagiri hill and other works Dist: Chamarajnagar
6 Jeernodhahara of Kannadi Padmavati Temple near
Saragur, Tq H.D. Kote Dist: Mysore
7 Jeernodhshara of Shn Vijaya Parashwanatha Temple al
Chamarajanagara Town, Dist: Chamarajnagar
8 Jeernodhdhara of Jain Basadi at Jinanathapura
Shravanabelagola, Dist; Hasuan
9 Jeernodhdhara of Thirkoota Jina Basadi at
Chikkahanasoge Tq Hunsuru. Mysore Dist:
10 Jeemodhsdhara of Jain Basadi at Murukana Ialli Tq
Pandavapura Dist; Mandya
11 Jeernodhdhara of Jain Basadi at Kandagere Near
Chikkanayakanahalli, Dist: Tumkur
12 Jeernodhdhara of Shree Parashwanathaswamy Temple at
Aratal Tg Shiggon Dist Haveri
13 Jeernodhdhara of Shree Shantinatha Temple at Bankur Tq:
Chittapura Dist Gulbarga
14 Jeernodhdhara of Bahubali Basadi al Chittapura Dist
Gulbarga
15 Jeernodhdhara of Sahasraphani Parshwanatha Temple
Bijapur
16 Jeemodhdhara of Jain Basadi Halasi Tq Khanapur Dist
Belgaum
17 Construction of compound wall at Mahaveer Swamy
Temple Bijapur
18 Jeernodhdhara of Jain Basadi Hampi. Dist: Ballari
19 Jeernodhdhara of Jain Basadi at Haduvahalli Tq Bhatkal
Dist Uttar Kannada
20 Jeernodhdhara ol Ainbasdi at Nidagal Tq Pavagada, DisL:
Tumkur
21 Jeernodhdhara of Jain Basadi at Chikka Magadi, Tq
Shikaripura Dist Shivamogga
22 Jeermodhdhara of Jain Basadi near Ancgundi Hampi, Dist:
Ballari. The above works are completed at a cost of more
than Rs. 8 Crores by Dircctorate ol Archeology and
Museums, Govt. of Karnataka. The Kamatataka unit
express its sincere gratitude to the Director and the staff of
Directorate of Archeology and Muscums.
There are large number of Jain monuments protected by
Archeological Survey of India and Directorate of Archeology and
Museums including the UNESCO world heritage site of
Pattadakallu Tq: Dist: Bagalakot, and Hampi. Dist: Ballari.
Apart from these there are large number of Jain temples awaiting
restoration in Karnataka, With the guidance and support of the
central committee it will be possible to take up the development
waork ol these temples in the near future. ‘k*!{*
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Seven Grand Celehrations at Jinakanchi Digamber jain Mutt-

Melsiththamur- Tamilnadu

Jina Kanchi Digamber Jain Mutt is located at
Melsiththamur Villupuram ,District,Tamilnadu.lt is
headed by Sri  Abhinava Lakshmisena Bhattaraka
Bhattacharyavarya Maha Swamigal. Sri Jinakanchi Mutt
, having 1500 year old tradition ,was originally
established in Kanchipuram that was referred as Jina
Kanchi. It was adorned by great Jaina acharyars
including Samanthabadra, Sivakotti, Akalanka,
Vamana, Mallisena , Pushpasena, etc; due to
political and religious hostile and antagonistic
ctivities against jains  the Jain mutt was unable to
antion normally. After alapse of a century ortwo, the
mutt was re-established by Sri Virasenacharyar of
Uppuvelur in 15" century in the present place-
Melsiththamur; From that time onwards the Jain mutt
has been functioning with vision and mission to guide
the Jains of Tamilnadu. A series of Madathipathis
assumed the leadership of the Mutt .The present Mutt
head is 16" in the series; the Mutt that started
functioning in a small shed with a roof partly thatched
and partly country tiled ; over a period of two or three
centuries , several works were undertaken and
completed; these include construction of magnificent
Parswanatha temple complex, Mutt building, Abishek
Mandap, school forimparting religious education to
@ildren; agrand temple car was made for rathotsava;
it should be kept in mind that all these developmental
activities were carried out in a situation where the
rulers were unsupportive and sometimes antagonistic;
the Jinakanchi Mutt headquarters building completes
its 100 th year . a solemn function was arranged to
celebrate this event; ( here one should keep it mind
that but for this Mutt at Siththamur there would not be
any trace of jains in Tamilnadu; such a catastrophic
situation arose during the rule of a Chenjinayak;) the
centenary celebration of SriMutt  was combined with
other sixcelebrations;
Prathishta of Bhagwan Varthamana Mahavira idol in
the Parswanatha temple complex
Falicitation to Swasthi Sri Lakshmisen Bhattarak of

Kolhapur on his completion of 60 years of service as
Bhattarak and award of Ph.D.,by Shivaji Universith for
his doctoral thesis related to Jina bimbha Prathishta
Falicitation to Sri Lakshmisen Bhattark ,N.R. Puram
Falicitation to Srimathi.Saritha M.K.Jain ,the first
woman to assume office as president, inthe 116 year
history of Bharath Varshiya Digamber Jain Thirth
Kshetra committee

Falicitation to Jain doctors and scholars who render
greatinvaluable service tothe community and religion
The celebrations , presided by Sri Lakshmisen
Bhattarak of Kolhapur were grand and solem

It was grced by Sri Charukeethi Bhattarak of Mudubidri
and Sri DhavalaKeerthi Bhattarak of Thirumalai-
Arahanthagiri. the celebration was conducted in a
newly built Sri Mutt centenatry hall funded by BDJTKC.

Mel Siththamur, 10 km. from Gingee & 20 km. from
Thindivanam, is the most important Jaina centre in
Tamil nadu. It is the place where the famous JinaKanchi
Mutt — religious head quarters of Jains of Tamil nadu
situated. Jinakanchi mutt is heaed by the Pontiff who
is decorated with the title, “Swasthi Sri Lakshmisena
Bhattaraka Bhattacharyavarya Maha Swamigal”. This is
the centre that gave life to Jainism which was at the
verge extinction in Tamil Nadu during 19th century. but
for this centre there would not be a trace of jainism
here in Tamilnadu now.The present day jains owe a lot
&lot to this centre. There are twotemples, one thatis
ancient, is dedicated to Sri Malai nathar (Rishaba) and
the other which is the biggest in tamil nadu is
dedicated to sri Parswanatha,locally called Simmapuri
natha. The Malai natha temple is infact originally a
small rock with bas reliefs of Thirthankaras ; later a
shrine was built around it.

The temple of Parswanatha is a temple cmplex with
several shrines. Siththamur Jinalayam is almost 1000
years old. It requires attention, patronage for its
conservation and up-keep.

Yokiok




Jaina ascetics leave their holy foot prints on the sacred land-Tamilnadu
Sacred - Holy visit of 108 Sri Anthratmana Prasanna sagarji Maharaj and His Satsangh to
Tamilnadu - the sacred and ancient land of Great Acharyas

His chosen path of vihar is not a beaten tract but the one
with full of hurdles; reason: to reform the people whose
morality and ethics, life of compassion, life free of passions
get eroded day by day owing to modem living habits.
Acharya Sri's mission and vision are to bring reform in men
by changing their life styled based on the great principle of
Ahimsataught by Thirthankaras.

Tamilnadu , the sacred land of Digamber jains has been
blessed with the Sri Vihar of 108 Sri  Anthratmana
Prasanna Sagar Adigalar, 108 Sri Piyush Sagar Adigalar and
105 Sri Ksullak parva sagar Adigalar . ( Adigal in Tamil
means great jaina ascetic)

Jainisn in Tamil land has a great history never seen anywhere

in the Indian subcontinent; it is an ancient religion of
Tamilnadu ; once spread from the southern tip of the Indian
land mass, Kanyakumari  to the border of Andhra Pradesh
in the North, and those of Kerala and Karnataka in the west;
Jains have left indelible land marks in the form of
inscriptions, sculptures, paintings, caves , stone beds and
-above anything and everything they have bequeathed
sacred Agamas to the mankind .Tamil nadu is the land of
great Acharyas, Kundha Kundha, Akalanka, Samanthabadra,
vamana, Pushpasena, Gunabadra, Thiruthakka devar,
Tlanmko Adigal, Mallishena , the list is endless; there is no
parallel in the whole world to the sacred jaina centre at
Madurai dated back to 2500 BCE with 2500 years old
Tamil-Brahmi inscriptions found in all the hills surrounding
Madurai;  the jaina centre at kazhugumalai (8" CE) where
hundrds of great Munis performed Thapas, where 100
inscriptions are in vatteluththu script inscribed on rocks are
found, where hundreds of Thirthankara images , images of
Sasanadevathas Ambika and Padmavathi sculpted on
virgin rocks stand as a solid evidence explaining the
glorious past of Digamber Jainism in Tamil land; ; except to
those of Ajantha , there is no parallel to the paintings of
Siththannavasal Jaina cave temple in Pudukkottai district;

It is this sacred land that Munisri 108 Sri Anthrathmana
Prasanna Sagar chose to undertake a vihar;

It is a great fortune for the people of Tamil nadu to have
dharsan of Highly venerable Jaina Nirgrantha muni sri 108
Sri Antaratmana Prasanna sagar maharaj with His
Satsang;people had a rare opportunity of receiving a
symbol Ahimsain jaina Nirgrantha ascetic;

Although the devotees in Tamilnadu, after a great study and
deliberations , prepared an extensive detailed route map for
an unhindered ,trouble- free, vihar , but He chose a
different route known for hurdles ! ?? Why? The

preachings of thrthakara ,the Ahimsa principle should reach
the trouble spots; those who are following a path of himsa,
they should be shown the right and correct path that is
brightened by the ever glowing Ahimsa light; muni maharaj's
sacred entry to Tamilnadu is non-traditional; generally jaina
ascetics or devotees from other states come to Tamilnadu
from Karnataka side; but here our highly revered
Munimaharaj puthis lotus feet from Andhra side;

Muni maharaj preached Ahimsa and other house holder's
dharma to  people who gathered in large numbers; he
patiently delivered sermons whenever he stopped for a
brief rest as per the rules of Yathiyachar; people realized the
usefulness of adopting Ahimsa dharma for a peaceful-
contended, mutually helping life;

The first jain centre in Tamilnadu where Swamiji halted was
Puzhal (13-3-2016);itis anancient Digamber jaina centre .
As Digamber jains of Puducherry ( Pondichery) with great
reverence invited Sat Sang for Celebrations of 2615"
Mahavir Janma kalyan , the Satsangh started the vihar from
puzhal and covered few important places including
Thiruparuththikundram ( the ancient Jinakanchi), Vandavasi,
Sri KundhaKundha hill-Ponnur, Melsiththamur |
Thindivanam ;

A grand reception with great reverence was given to
Munisangh on 20-3-2016 at the Sri Jangam Poondi Sridhar
Nainar Digamber jain Asrma complex located at the foot of
Sri Kundha Kundha sacred hill- otherwise called Ponnur hill.
Jubilant devotees in large number came from different places
including Puduchery to pay their obeisance and salutations
to the Munisang.

In the holy presence of Munimaharaj 108 Muni .
Antharathmana Prasanna sagar, Munisri 108 Sri Piyush

Muni maharaj, 105 Sri Parvasagara Shullak maharaj,

,Lakshmisena Bhattarak swamiji,the head of Digamber Jain
Sri Mutt, Melsiththamur and Sri Dhavala Keerthi Bhattark
of Thirumali-Arahanthagiri Sri Mutt, JinaDharma flag was
hoisted by the great Philanthropists M.K.Jain and
Saritha,M.K.Jain. This was followed by three grand
celebrations organized by the sri Kundha Kundh Syadvad
Digamber jain Trust headed by Sri Srenikraj . The three.
celebrations include

Felicitations to Srimathi SarithaM.K.Jain for her selection
as the President of Bharath varshiya Digamber jain Thirth
Kshetra Committee— a greathonour bestowed on this soul
thatis fully dedicated for the cause of Jinadharma; indeed
she has created history by becoming the first woman
president of the 116 old Thirtha Kshethra committee ; for




her munificent service rendered for the cause of Jinadharma
she was already conferred with titles which include
Abinava Dhana chinthamani, Mahila rathna, Sravika Rathna,
Sravika Siromani. Jinadharma parayani, Dhivya nari ratna,,
The Thirukkural research centre hall where the felicitation

function was conducted  was overflowing with people.
Countless number of Jaina organisations, individuals
congratulated and showered their blessings on Srimathi
Saritha M.K Jain.
2.This was lollowed by foundation laying ceremony for a
yathri niwas named after the highly revered Nirgrantha
Muni Maharaj Acharya 108 Sri Puspathantha sagar. With
blessings of 108 Sri  Antharathmana Prasanna sagar Muni
maharaj, 108 Sri.Piyush Munimaharaj and 105 Sri
Parvasagar Shullak mahara Sri M.K.Jain and Srimathi

aritha M.K Jain laid the foundation stone.

? The first annual day celebrations of Sri jangampoondi
Sridhar Nainar Digamber jain student Hostel , distribution of

scholarship forms for students , distribution of incentives
to Archakars of Digamber Jinalayam were conducted at the
venue.
Revered 108 Sri Antharathmana Prasanna sagar Muni
maharaj ,exponent of discourses, a great preacher delivered
a sermon that had a mesmerizing effect on the audience, It
was a free flowing discourse; his bright and cxalted oratory
attracted people at the very first sight , it should be
mentioned that many in the audience yet to learn Hindi.
Munisang conducted a very big .magnificent Vidhan in the
famous hall of Thirukkural Research centre. After staying
for two days at the foot of the sacred hill where Achaya
Kundha Kundha performed thapas and wrote sacred Agamas
and Thirukkural, Munisangh resumed their vihar.
Newsinput by
Dr.Kanaka.Ajithadoss and
Pon.Rajendra Prasad
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