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In Chennai, for several decades Digamber Jains had only one
Digamber Jain Temple, located at Sowkarpet-Chennai
North; the fact is that many villages — suburbs around
Chennai including Puzhal, vichchur, Vilangadupakkam,
Chinnampedu, Mogapair, Kolappakkam, Mangadu,
‘ampakkam were once flourishing jaina villages; except
Puzhal all other have lost their Jaina population entirelyl;
but these places have abandoned Thirthankar images; in
Vilangadupakkam a moderate size ancient jinalayam is
present in good condtion but no jain is living there; with the
generous help and devotion of BDITKC and very particularly
of Sri M.K.jain who always strives for restoration the lost
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Sacred religious events in Tamilnadu

glory of Jainism in Tamil nadu these abandoned
Thirthankaras at three places got small shines and were
brought to worship.

Periodically jains migrated to Chennai and settled in
different areas; to meet the need for a Jinalaya in their place,
temples were constructed at Adampakkam, Pammal,
Ambattur, Kolaththur Maraimalai nagar and a small shelter
like structure at Mogapair; of these the temple at
Maraimalai nagar is a newly constructed and the one in
Kolaththur is entirely remodelled and expanded;
Panchakalyana celeberations were conducted in both of
them

1) Pancha Kalyana celeberations in the newly built 1008 Sri Naminatha Thirthankar Jinalayam —
Maraimalainagar-Chennai

Maraimal
ai Nagar is
a satellite
t own
developed
in the
Chennai
Metropoli
tan area. It
I i e s
between
Chennai
a n d
Chenglepe
t, on the
Grand
Southern
& Trunk road
(GST ) |
around 20
Km from
Chennai
airport )- whoever comes to Chennai from South or

leaves Chennai to the Southern districts on GST road
has to pass through Maraimalai nagar only; for jains,
particularly for Digamber Jaina ascetics who make Sri
Vihar to Chennai or leaves Chennai to Southern
Tamilnadu, Maraimalai nagarisanideal place for a brief
stay for Ahar; it should be noted that not a single
Digamber Yathri nivas / Upacharya, linalayam is
present in the hundred Km stretch between Chennai
and Kanchipuram for the use of Jaina ascetics on
Srivihar; It was a long felt need to have a Jinalayam and
Yathrinivas at Maraimalai nagar where about 20
families migrated from their villages are living; time has




ripened; 108 Muni Sri Antharathmana Prasanna sagariji
Maharaj, Munisri 108 Sri Piyush Sagarji Maharaj, 105
Sri Parvasagara KShullak maharaj with His Holy Sangh
made SriViharin 2016 in Tamilnadu; it was the effect of
good karma that when Muni Sri passed through
Maraimalai nagar, devotees with intense devotion
requested Muni Sri to lay the foundation stone for a
Jinalayam at Maraimalai nagar; it was 1" may 2016;
foundation stone was laid and Muni Sri blessed the
devotees to dedicate the linalaya for the 21%
Thirthankara Sri Naminatha; Thus Jinalaya has born; it
is a record that with in 11months a jinalayam, Yathri
Nivas, Student hostel were constructed and pancha
kalyana was celeberated for three days from 21-4-
2017; members of BDJTKC led by Sri M.K.Jain attended
the sacred functions of foundation laying and

Panchakalyana celebrations; H.H. Jinakanchi
Lakshmisena Bhattarak Bhattacharya Swamigal, Head ,
Digamber jain Sri Mutt, Melsiththamur and H.H.
Thirumalai-Arahanthagiri Sri Dhavalakeerthi Swamiji
conducted Prathista celebrations; Community Service
groups including Ahimsa walk, Samana lyakkam, Thiru.
Kalalkolathur Chinnappa jain extended their full
service; finally the entire credit goes to Sri.Rajasekaran
jain who dreamt and succeeded to have a jain center at
Maraimalai nagar; on the final day of panchakalyana
celeberations, a conference of Jaina engineers was
conducted in which hundreds of engineering students
participated to get the guidance from the elder
Engineers who have lot of experience in various
engineering professions; .

2) Pancha Kalyana Celeberations in the remodelled and expanded Three Tier 1008 Sri Vijaya Parswanatha
Jinalayam — Kolaththur- North Chennai
No: 92, HUSSAIN COLONY, VIVEKANANDAR SALAI, KOLATHUR, CHENNAI - 600 099

One of the recently built Digamber Jain temple is the
famous Kolaththur Vijaya Parswanathar jinalayam. This
landmark Jinalayam in the northern outskirts of Chennai
lying on the Northern Grand trunk road was constructed in
2002 by the munificent Sri G.Ramesh nainar Jain. a visionary
who has contributed a lot for the cause of the society and

religian, This jinalayam is a beautiful temple dedicated to Sri
Parswanatha here called Vijay Parswanatha; various
festivals, Poojas, vidhans, religious discourses, cammunity
related social activities are going on right from day one.
Originally it had a small shrine, but recently a major
remodelling was done with additions; now the jinalaym is a




three tire one having a shrine for Sri Parswanatha at ground
level, Samavasarana templé in the middle and Sri
Vasupoovaya Thirthankara temple at the top; it is attached
to bigger multi function halls in all the three floors with
centralised A.C facility. A kitchen with a big dining hall is also
present; Panchakalyana Prathista mahothsava was
celeberated for three days in the last week of April; 108 Sri
Vishweshsagar Muni Maharaj visited and guided the

function; H.H.Lakhshmisena Bhattarak of Jinakanchi
Digamber Jain Sri Mutt and H.H. Thirumalai Arahanthagiri
Sri Dhavalakeerthi Bhattarak graced the function. another
very important valuable addition to the temple is that it has
library containing a rare collection of religious books
donated by the late Sri Devendra nainarjain of Arni.

3) Acharya 108 Sri Puspadanta sagar Yatri Nivas
at the foot of the Holy Kuntha Kuntha hill - (Ponnur hill) with modern facilities
Near Vandavasi - Thiruvannamalai District, Tamil nadu

Attention of jains and others living outside the borders of
Tamilnadu started turning on the glorious history of Jainism
i’amil land; Jainism, an ancient religion of Tamil land has a
great history never seen anywhere in the Indian
subcontinent; It has left indelible marks in the form of
inscriptions, sculptures, paintings, caves, stone beds,
literary - grammatical works, script for Tamil language, and
above anything and everything else they have given sacred
agamic works to the mankind. Tamil naduisthe land of great
Acharyas, Kundha Kundha, Akalanka, Samanthabadra,
vamana, Pushpasena, Gunabadra, Thiruthakka devar,
llanmko Adigal, Mallishena , the list is endless; There are
several athisaya kshetras; there is no parallel in the whole
world to the sacred jaina hills at Madurai with 2500 years old
Tamil-Brahmi inscriptions, ascetic stone heds, sculptures;
the jaina hill at Kazhugumalai (8th CE) where hundreds of
great Munis performed Thapas, where 100 inscriptions are
in vatteluththu script inscribed on rocks are found, where
hundreds of Thirthankara images, images of
Sasanadevathas Ambika and Padmavathi sculpted on virgin

rocks stand as a solid evidence explaining the glorious
past of Digamber Jainism in Tamil land; except to those
of Ajantha, there is no parallel to the paintings of
Siththannavasal Jaina cave temple in Pudukkottai
{ district; till recently jains living autside Tamilnadu, jains
settled in Tamil nadu knew nothing about the
i unparalleled glorious antiquity of Tamil jains; now the
§ trend has started changing! Jain sravaks and sravikas
| from other states, Digamber Jain ascetics, jain and non-
- jain scholars are interested to visit the jaina sacred
places in Tamil land; periodically many sat-sanghs of
Digamber Jain ascetics visit Tamilnadu; particularly jains,
either individually or in groups, or families from North
il India are very eager to make pilgrimage tour in
5 Tamilnadu; in 2018 the great grand

=! Mahamasthakabisheka of Bahubali in Sravanabelagola,

Karnataka is conducted; during that time many who visit
Karnataka for the celebration may be interested to visit
Kuntha Kuntha hill and other sacred places in Tamil nadu.
The first requirement for the visitors, very particularly the
younger generation, is a place for comfortable stay; Keeping
all these in mind construction a yathri nivas with all modern
facilities at Kuntha Kuntha Hill (Ponnur hill } is almost nearing
completion. With the blessings of 108 Sri Antharathmana
Prasan sagarji Muni maharaj, 108 Sri.Piyush Sagarji
Munimaharaj and 105 Sri Parvasagar Shullak maharaj Sri
M.K.Jain and Srimathi Saritha M.K.Jain lgid the foundation
stone in 2016. The yatri nivas is named after the highly
revered Acharya 108 Sri Puspadanta sagarli Maharaj. The
Yatrinivas is being constructed by Acharya Kundha Kundha
Syadvad Digamber Jain Trust, a part of Sri Sridhar Nainar
Temple and student hostel complex; Sri Kundh Kundh
Syadvad trust whole heartedly thanks the donors and very
particularly Sri.M.K.jain, the back-bone for all dharmic
activities in Tamilnadu, for his continuous support in letter
and spirit.




4)  Tamilnadu Tamil jain Bhawan- Shikharji
(MadhuhenMain Road, Sikharji, Giridhi Dt. Jharkhand Near Kalash Mandir )
in the sacred presence of Parampoojya 108 Sri Acharya Sidhdhantha Chakravarthi Sambhava Sagarji
A Five day, e foot of the Sacred Hill Sri Sammed Sikharji

-t e ot e




Tamil Digamber jains has made history on 5" May 2017.
It was a religiously eventful day for Tamil Digamber
jains at Sri Sammed Shikharji; on that day

1) a newly built 7 storey Tamilnadu Tamil jain Bhawan
was declared open and dedicated to the pious
devotees visiting Sri Sammed sikharji by Smt.Sarita
M.K.Jain and Sri.M.K.Jain on the early hours of 8"
Monday,

2} a newly constructed Sri Chandrapraba
- Thirthankar Lalitha koot Jinalayam was
dedicated to Sri Chandrapraba
- Thirthankara and
- 3) A beautiful Chandrapraba Thirthankara
stone image was consecrated; a five day
Pancha kalyana Prathishta mahotsava was
. celeberated from 5" to 9" may 2017 with
greatdevotion;
Sri Chandraprabhu Trust of Chennai takes
the credit for planning, mobilising funds
and execution of the work; about 1200
Tamil jains travelled by various modes of
transport and gathered at Sri Sammed
- Sikharji; it was a very rare sight to see
several hundred Tamil jains at one place on
the peak of the sacred hill; Parampoojya
108 Sri Acharya Sidhdhantha Chakravarthi
it Sambhava Sagarji and His Sat sangh,
| Poojya 105 Sri Aryikas, Pramukhs of
Jharkhand district, H.H. Swasthi Sri
Lakshmisen Bhattarak swamigal, the Peetathipathi of
Jinkanchi SriMutt-Melsiththamur and H.H.Sri
Dhavalakeerthi battarka swamigal of Thirumalai-
Arahanthagiri graced the celebrations; Scholars,
religious pundits, those committed more for the
community welfare gathered in large numbers, the
donorswere honoured in the function;

5) A five day Panchakalyana Prathista Mahostav in Sri Adhibhagawan Jinalayam
Erurabur village -vandavasi taluk, Thiruvannamalai Dt, Tamilnadu

Erumbur is one of the oldest jaina villages in Tamilnadu; it
has beautiful Jinalayam dedicated to Sri Adhinatha; a five
day panchakalyana prathista mahotsav was celebrated from

7" to 11" of May 2017, in gra

nd manner; the temple is

|

unique by having Saharsakoot jinalay, a shrine for Rishaba,
Bharatha and bahubali, a shrine for Acharya Manathunga,
and pictures of about thirty Tami Digamber Nirguntha
munis, Kshullaks, Aryikas ; about 6 of them took Sallekhana
Samadhi marana; it is indeed a rare collection by Sri
Bharathachakravarthi Nainar Jain, a great devotee and
selfless service minded person for the cause of Jinadharma.
Another unique point is that two illustrious sons of this
village, Sri Chandrakeerthi Sasthriji and Somakeerthi
Kshullak maharaj, father and son became the Head of
Jinakanchi Digamber jain Sri Mutt at Mel Siththamur;
Somakeerthi maharaj took Muni diksha as Subadra sagar
and took Sallekhana; The pancha kalyana mahothsav was
graced and guided by Param Poojya 108 Sri Vishwesh sagar
Munivar, H.H.Swastisri Lakshmisen Bhattark of Mel
Sithamur and conducted by Prathistachari Sriman. Baldev
Sastriji.(pictures and news : Dr.Kanaka.Ajithadoss Jain &

ok *
<2017

P.RajendraPrasadjain)
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Renovation of Shri Abbakka Devi Basadi, Hiringadi, Karkala Tq., Udupi (Karnataka)

The Shrl AbbakLa (Abbaga) Dew Basadl at Hmy'mua i,
Karkala Tq., Udupi, Karnataka, was renovated recently. Rani
Abbakka Chowta was a Jain Queen of Ullal, located in
Mangaluru district of Karnataka State. She fought the
Portuguese in the sixteenth century. The Portuguese made
several attempts to capture Ullal but every time Abbakka
repulsed their attack. This Basadi, dedicated to Bhagwan

Vinod Doddanaver
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Shri Adinath, is named in her memory. The renovation work
was possible with a grant of Rs. 3 Lakhs from the
Bharatvarshiya Digambar Jain Teerthkshetra Committee.
The Panchkalyanak Mahotsav was performed in the
presence of Swastee Shri Lalitakeerti Bhattaraka Pattacharya
Swamiji, Karkala and Rajashri Dr. Veerendra Heggadeji
from 150 17" February 2017,

Acharya Shri Vardhaman Sagaraji and
his Sangh was accorded a grand
reception as they entered Karnataka at
Dhulked on the banks of the river Bht

on Monday 20th March 2017. The
Sangh is proceeding towards
Shravanbelagola to participate in the
Maha Mastakabhishek of
Gommateshwar Bhagawan Bahubali in
February 2018. The Sangh will be
travelling via Bijapur and Belagavi. Shri
D. R. Shaha, Shri Shripal Gangwal, Shri
vimukta Kumar, Shri Anandi Bhai Shah,
Shri D. R. Patil, Shri Kiran Patil, Shri
Vinod Doddanavar, Shri Arun Yalagudri,
Dr. A. R. Rotti, Shri Bharat B Alasandi,
Shri Pramod Borannavar were among
the hundreds of people who received
them and sought their blessings.
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