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Ahimsa walk — Tamilnadu

A unique, voluntary movement in defence of Jaina
Heritages-firsttimein India

For discovering, protecting, preserving , safe guarding the
abandoned Jaina heritage sites, monuments, hills,
dilapidated ancient temples, Thirthankara images, palm-
leaf manuscripts from vandalism, destruction, quarrying ,
conversion and theft; founded by Thiru. A. Sridharan of
Puduchery (Pondichery) - Ahimsa walk is now a registered
body under Tamilnadu registration of societies Act-19
headed by Prof. Dr. Kanaka Ajithadoss jain guided by
dedicated members;

'Ahimsa walk'is acommoners movement of self-motivated
iadividuals with a noble aim of creating awareness among
dople about the necessity of protecting a considerable
number of abandoned Thirthankar images, a number of
forgotten and unprotected jaina hills throughout Tamilnadu
; these ancient Jaina hills containing stone beds for jaina
ascetics , inscriptions, sculptures, and pits for grinding
medicines are at present subjected to quarrying,
vandalism, abuse, immoral activities,. These ancient jaina
sites, hills are not known to the people by and large and it
is pitiable that these invaluable treasures are not yet come
to the notice of the Archaeological Survey of India and State
Archaeclogy department which have been established only
for safeguarding the heritage treasures; day by day
destruction of jaina heritage sites, monuments continues
unabated;

The plan is very simple; the objectives are noble and
praiseworthy
.Himsa Walk”  has been a monthly event of heritage
lovers ,conscious of protecting the nation's heritage
treasures; the first Sunday of every month Ahimsa walkers
from different places-villages, towns, cities, travel to a
designated place ,mostly a village , that is nearer to the
heritage site; they go around the village streets inviting the
people and students, teachers to join Ahimsa walk; hand
bills containing information about Ahimsa walk, historical
aspects of the heritage site, need for protecting the heritage
site etc., are distributed to all householders of the village; a
procession-Ahimsa walk is conducted from the village to
the heritage site with slogans, catchphrases  which
emphasise the importance of protecting heritage sites,
monuments, hills, abandoned ancient sculptures from
destruction, vandalism and theft; along with such slogans
the importance of Ahimsa for a peaceful living is also voiced;
with a simple breakfast, participants (including the local

Dr. Kanaka Ajitdoss

people) visit the spot where experts explain various
features of the site (history ,antiquity, inscription, stone
beds, images, jaina ascetics who used the place for penance,
preaching Ahimsa dharma, imparting education to the
mass, giving medical aid to the afflicted, etc.;) after that few
of the participants speak on very useful subjects including
importance of Ahimsa , restraint of senses, community
service etc.; the participants discuss about measures to be
taken for protecting the heritage site or the abandoned
Thirthankara image; (if a sign board near the heritage site
and on high way or a protective shelter for the abandoned
Thirthankara image is needed then a request is made for
sponsorship); asummary of previous'Ahimsawalk'is read
and the place of next Ahimsa walkis decided and announced
. importantly writing materials, books ,note books are
distributed to all students of the village; after a simple lunch
start the reverse journey ,awaiting the day of next Ahimsa
walk; (request are made for sponsoring free breakfast and
lunch ).

Objectives of Ahimsa walk

(1) To protect the abandoned sculptures throughout Tamil
Nadu Viz., Digamabar Jain Idols, bas-reliefs, stone beds for
jaina ascetics,, dilapidated jain temples, vestiges,
paintings, inscriptions in the hills and hillocks, isolated rocks,
boulders,

(2)Toinvolve inthe temple service inthe rural areas (keeping
the temple premises clean, removing destructive plants
growing on temple towers and other areas, cleaning the
idols)and to preserve palm-leaf, paper manuscripts and
their digitization ; to make awareness among the peaple
concerned aboutthe security relatedissuesintemples

(3) To follow the guidelines of ASI to protect the sculptures
andinscriptions

(4) To invite the local people from areas surrounding the
jaina heritage sites and monuments for participation in
Ahimsa walk. To create awareness among local people by
explaining the historical aspects, religious importance and
heritage value of the monuments; to make them
understand that the heritage site/ monument of thatarea is
their priceless treasure.

(5) Toenlighten the importance Ahimsa Dharma tothe
local people (almost all abandoned Jaina heritage sites are
without any jain family or jainindividual)

(6) To explain the local people ways and means of
protecting the heritage structures from destruction,
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vandalismand abuse and quarrying

(7) Totakeappropriate stepsto bring to the notice of the
AS| or/and State archaeoclogy dept. to include the heritage
sites hitherto not included in the notified list of protected
monuments/ heritage sites.

(8) To organize programmes for motivating, educating
people to invalve in the protection and maintenance of
heritage sites, totake care of abandoned images

(9) To arrange attractive programmes including photo
exhibition, power point presentation , small documentaries
for children and youngsters to explain 'what is Ahimsa
walk?' ' what are jaina heritage sites ?, monuments ?, 'the
contributions of jains for Tamil language, literature,
grammar and culture'; to suggest and encourage children
to plan for heritage tourism to important jaina heritage
sites and monuments with their parents; to help themto
?n toursto jaina heritage sites

0) To send details of Ahimsa walk to all the jaina villages,

one month in advance, by way of hand bills, posters, by face
book- wahtsApp messages, flex board displays , by
announcements during festival time etc.

(11) Toarrange transport facilities for ahimsa walkers { cost
by equal share basis ) from common centres; (the cost
subsidised forthose who are economically vulnerable)
(12) To provide food free of cost to the participants and the
locals, to print and distribute hand bills, booklets explaining
the importance , antiquity, of the heritage site/ monument
being visited, and to arrange for lectures at the heritage site
by experts; to explain the philosophy of non- violence
(Ahimsa) by organizing meetings, seminars, classes,
exhibition, books etc. by arranging educational tours , by
photo exhibition, power-point presentation, (electronic

dia)
i) To serve Digamber Munis, & MuniSangam.
(12) Torun free Medical Aid Centre to the needy irrespective
of caste, creed andreligion.
The first Ahimsa Walkwas on5-1-2014 and the latest on
1",2" Oct-2016 (so far 34Ahimsa walks)
The first Ahimsa walk was inaugurated on 5-1-2014.Sunday
at a village called Vuranithangal by Sri Lakshmisena
Bhattarak, the Head of Jinakanchi Digamber lJain
Mutt,MelSiththamur, Tamilnadu. He is the guide, and
religious head of all digamber jains living in Tamilnadu. He is
the sole custodian of all digamber Jain temples in
Tamilnadu. Symbolically He is also the sole protector of all
jaina sites found in Tamilnadu. The first Ahimsa walk was
greatly encouraged by sizeable participation from the
community as well as the local people of other faiths.
The event started with recitation of Pancha Namaskara

Maha Mantra The youngest participant for the walk was 5
years old and oldest were in the range of 85- 90 years ; the
'Ahimsa walkers” wear a special ,white T-Shirt with a print
“Ahimsa walk”
Heritage sites, monuments, hills, abandoned Thirthankara
sculptures, visited and actions takento safeguard sofar:
Vuranithaangal (5-1-2014 the First Ahimsa walk ) (Hill with
alarger cave, stone Beds,inscription)
Neganurpatti (Hillock- cave with beds and Tamil-Brahmi
inscription )
Vazhuthalamkunam ( cave, Bas relif of Thirthankara Image,
beds, Inscriptions)
Kanjiyur { cave, Stone Asceic beds of different type (from
beds of Jaina hills of Southern Tamilnadu)
Onampakkam ( Three Thirthankara Images- 8" century
Tamil-Grantha script of Pallava period-ascetic beds, caves
Vilanagar- cave with beds
Konaipudur- cave with beds- even a trained trekker will find
ittoclimb the hill )
Thiyaga durgam- cave-Mahavira imagem Ambiga Yakshi-
worshipped by Hindus
Valli malai (Palli malai) — very big hill with Extra-ordinary
Jaina sculptures never to be seen any where- cave under
Hindu occupation-Inscriptions Kannada, Tamil-of Rajamalla
Seeyamangalam, cave, inscription of tamil, Grantha,
Sanskrit, panel of Thirthankara images

Vedal- ancient universiry for women ascetics, inscription
of Chola period
Marakkunnam-beautiful dilapidated temple, hill with beds
Aatchipakkam- a small hillock with Parswa Thirthankara
image depicting Kamata episode
Ananthmangalam- A pnel of Thirthankara images, Ambiga
Yakshi, Inscription ,cave beds
Thirunatharkundru- A panel of 24 Thirthankaras in two
rows ( unique- nowhere in India),Inscriptions on barrn rock
about sallekhna by jaina ascetics, cave
Thirunarunkundram- very famous Hill Thirtha- bas relif of
Parswa known as Appandalnatha, several inscriptions, cave,
beds,
Ennayiram- Hill with Parswa Thirthankara image, large
number of stone beds, caves,
Kazhugumalai- an unique unparalleled jaina heritage site-
100 inscription s in one place, hundreds of Thirthankara
images, images of Ambika Yakshi and padmavathi Yakshi of
heavenly beuty, Parswa Thirthankara with Kamata episode -
A masterpiece of artinstone
Kollimalai- hill with number of abandoned Thirthankara
images, dilapidated temples
Thirumalai- sacred hill with 16 feet Nemi thirthankar image,
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several inscriptions, cave, Temple built by Cholas
Kontha Konthala { Andhra Pradesh)-sacred place of Acharya
Kuntha Kuntha ( Ahimsa walk mobilised about 1000 jinasto
assemble at the holy place to chalk out plans to save the
sacred place
'Valaththi, a small cave with Parswa Image
Paraiyanpattu, sallekhanainscription in vatteluththu
Avalurpet, abandoned Thirthankaraimage
Sindhipattu, abandoned Thirthankaraimage
Seeyampoondiabandoned Thirthankaraimage
Santhapettai,Thotti, Vazhvidam thangal, Nedumudaiyan,
Koovanur - hillocks, caves - not listed by Archaeology dept.-
Pudukkottai District (Annavasal, Siththannavasal, Aluritty
malai, Bommadi malai Kudagumalai, Mayilapatti,
Thekkattur, Kayampatti, Kannagkudi,Kizhnanjur,
Koilvirakudi, Mosakudi, Malaiyadipatti, Mangadevanpatti )
Hills, caves, Tamil brami inscriptions, abandoned
Thirthankaraimages,
Dhalavnur-cave- Ascetic beds
Velappadi-very large foot-prints-inscription
Kukkalapalli- Hill —cave-beds
Onampakkam- Three Tirthankara Images- 8th century
Tamil-Grantha script of Pallava period-ascetic beds, caves -
2" time Ahimsa walk as the hill is threatened by granite
quarrying nearby
Vilappakkam- Thiruppan malai-Ancient jaina hill-
Thirthankara images, inscriptions, ascetic beds, Ambika
Yakshi- now Muslims use as burial place- (ASI
control!l1???7)

Acharya Kuntha Kuntha hill, -Sacred foot prints of Acharya
" Kuntha Kuntha-small cave-

Thirakoil -cave-inscriptions, thirthakarimages
Nagalapuram, abandoned Parswa image

Punniyam -abandoned Parswaimage

Mudippallihill - Hill with beds, seated Parswa Thirthankara
Pugalur-sacred jaina hill—Tamil bramiinscriptions of Chera
kings

Chennakal pudur- abandone jaina cave with beds with
swathika symbol-

Sukkaliyur- jaina cave with beds caved-indue to quarrying
Puliur-Mahavira image worshiped but locals with ash marks
onthe body

Jambai —an ancient hill with tamil brahmi inscription —cave
with beds

" Veerapandi- abandoned Thirthankara image protected

with a Mantap by Ahimsa walk

Maramgiyur - abandoned Thirthankara image protect
with a Mantap by Ahimsa walk '
Veeramadai- abandoned Thirthankara image protected
with a Mantap by Ahimsa walk

Ravuththanallur- abandoned Thirthankaraimage Mantap
construction started by Ahimsa walk

Villivampakkam- abandoned Thirthankara image Mantap
construction started by Ahimsa walk

Iralachery- abandoned Thirthankara image protected with
asmalltemple with aninitiative by Ahimsawalk
Thondi-Ramnad district- Abandoned Jaina heritage site with
Parswa image

Thrumalzi-Sivaganga district- ancient jaina hill with Tamil-
bramiinscriptions

Kunnakudi- An ancient jaina hill- caves with Tamil-Brami
inscriptions- (34" Ahims walk 1" and 2™-october-2016)
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