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" ACTIVITIES OF BHARATVARSHIYA DIGAMBER JAIN

TIRTHKSHETRA COMMITTEE — SOUTHERN ANCHAL
(TAMILNADU /PONDICHERRY / ANDHRA PRADESH /KERAILA)

1. Enrolment of new lite members from south zone ----- 70

persons.

2. Our south zone president Shri Kamal Tholia has

upgraded himsel{ as Sanmaniya member by paying a sum

of Rs. One lakh.

3. Ahimsa walk is conducted every first week of the month

to visit ancient Jain temples and caves by members of

Bharatvarshiya Digamber Jain Tirth Kshetra committee-

south zone and members of the community of Tamilnadu.

Many idols were found during the walk and about 120

‘3]5 of Tirthankaras were recovered from various places
in Tamilnadu.

We have built around 9 shelters and small temples to
safeguard these idols. We are very grateful to Shri Sridhar
Nainar from Pondicherry who is chief architect of the
Ahimsa walk Mr.Chinnappa Jain and their team is doing a
great job by taking full responsibility of construction of
these temples and shelters.

We are also awaiting donors for many leftover idols
which have to be safeguarded by constructing small
shelter or temples. We request entire Jain community to
come forward and donate liberally for the cause. Amount
can be directly deposited in to the following account to
enable us to achieve our goal of installing these idols by

@ rstructing small temples or shelters.

Bharatvarsiya Digamber Jain Tirth Kshetra Committee,
TNSC BANK LTD. Accountno. 712485349
Shenoy Nagar Branch, Chennai

[FSC CODE :TNSC000001
4. A temple at Erlachary was recently completed and
panchkalyan pooja was performed on 28-08-2016. The
amount was donated by Shri Padam Chand Mahendra

Kumar Dhakra and family, Chennai. Through Bharat

Varshiya Digamber Jain TirthKshetra committee — South

zone, the staphna of Bhagwan Mahaveer has held in a

grand manner which was attended by more than 200 Jains

from Vellore, Kanchipuram, Arni and Chennai. The above
mentioned abandoned Jain Tirthankar got shelter which

was worshiped centuries ago by our forefathers.

5. Following temples are renovated with support of
members of Digamber Jain community from Tamilnadu
through Bharatvarshiya Digamber Jain Tirth Kshetra
committee-south zone. A total of Rs 7,40,000/- was spent
on the following temples:

a) Veeramadi Jain temple— Rs.65000/-
b) Elangadu Jain temple — Rs.25000/-
¢) Annamangalam Jain temple— Rs.25000/-
d) Aylawadi Jain temple---- Rs.25000/-

e) Kizh Vailamoor Jain temple— Rs.6.00,000/-

6. We have undertaken construction of muni / tyagi niwas
at following places.
HOSUR { BANGALORE-CHENNAI
HIGHWAY )—amount paid till now Rs.2,50,000/- A muni
niwas 1s being constructed at Hosur on Bangalore Chennai
highway. This is very strategic location as every muni
sangh who comes to visit Tamilnadu have to come through
thisroute. The total cost of the project is Rs. 18 lacs. It has
been funded by local Jain community to the tune of Rs.12
lacs and Rs.250000/- has been contributed by members of
Bharatvarshiya Digamber Jain Tirth Kshetra Committee,
Chennai. A request letter for balance amount has been sent
to the national president, Bharatvarshiya Digamber Jain
Tirth Kshetra Committee, Mumbal.
7.Enathur (Chennai-Kanchecpuram highway)
A muni niwas on Chennai-Kancheepuram highway is
planned at Enathur. The funding for this project is
sponsored by our south zone president Shri Kamal ji
Tholia ( Shrimati Nathi Devi Kamalji Nishi ji Jain-Tholia
and family) to the tunec of Rs.4.5 lacs. This is also situated
in a very strategic location as every muni sang who comes
to visit Tamilnadu have to come through this route.
8. CONSTRUCTION OF YATRI NIWAS AT
PONNURMALAI

A 27 room guest house is planned at Ponnurmalai, tapo
bhumi of Acharya Kund Kund. construction of the same is
in full swing and expected to complete by December 2016.
The total estimated cost of the project is Rs.1.5 crores. The
commitment is already taken for Rs. 80 lacs. The project is
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supported by trustees of Ponnurmalai, members of Tirth
Kshetra committee, Tamilnadu and Pondicherry and other
members of Jain community. We have sent request of
balance fund requircment to the national president of
Bharatvarshiya Digamber Jain Tirth Kshetra committee,
Mumbai.

9. A bhojanshala was constructed at melchitamur with the
funds received from Bharatvarshiya Digamber Jain Tirth
Kshetra committee- Mumbai to the tunc of Rs 10 lacs.

10. One room is constructed at Arihant giri with funds
(Rs.2.5 lacs) received from Bharatvarshiya Digamber Jain
Tirth Kshetra committee, Mumbai

11. A yatri nivas was constructed at thirunarunkundram
.th 15.5 lacs received from Bharatvarshiya Digamber
Jain Tirth Kshetra committee.mumbai

[2. Under guidance from Yugal muniraj 108 Shri Amar
Kirthi ji maharaj and 108 Shri Amogh kirthi ji maharaj,
renovation of following temples are sanctioned by veer
prabhavana trust.mumbai through Tirth Kshetra
committee.

1 kizh vailamoor

2. vazhpandhal

3. essa kolathur

4. krishnapuram (gingee)

13. We are undertaking rcnovation of Shri 1008 Bhagwan
Mahaveer Jain temple ,Marakkonam village ,near Chetpet
. Tiruvanamalai dist- Tamilnadu. the temple is in a very
ch condition and requires immediate attention. there are

ound 20 Digamber Jain famihes living in nearby

villages. This temple has reference in appandi nathar ula of
ancient tamil Jain literature, We are getting this sponsor
from vikas anuradha kasliwal(S kumars, mumbai).

14. We have submitted applications for the following
temples to our national president of Bharatvarshiya
Digamber Jain Tirth Kshetra committee, Mumbai and
once we receive sanction of funds the following temples
will be taken care in the near future

1. Bhagwan 1008 Shri Shantinath Jinalayam , Piloor

2. 1008 Shri Adinath Bhagwan Jinalayam,
Saduperipalayam

3. Bhagwan 1008 Shri Shantinath Swami

Jain trust, Somasipada

4. Bhagwan 1008 Shri Neminath Bhagwan Digamber Jain

temple, Renderipet

15. We have got sponsor for 3 more abondoned statues for
which shelters will be built. The donors for the above are
Shrimati Suryakanta ji ,Kolkata and Shrimati Ranjanaji
Delhi (Rai Bahadur Chunni lal and sons, Dimapur).

We are thankful to all the donors who have contributed for
the good causc of jeenordar,

16 . FLOOD RELIEF DISTRIBUTION DONE ON
08-12-2015

Srimati Sarita MK Jain, Chennai, All India President of
Bharatvarshiya Digamber Jain Teerth Kshetra Committee,
along with Shri Kamal Kumar lain (Tholia), President,
Southern Region (Tamilnadu, Kerala, Andhra Pradesh and
Pondicherry) and committee members totally distributed
1,000 sets of utensils consisting of 16 items in a plastic
bucket in four districts of Tamilnadu and Pondicherry.

The distribution was done to 1,000 fanlies to the tune of
Rs.6,56,000/- and was done on behalf of “Bharat Varshiya
Digamber Jain Teerth Kshetra Committee, Mumbai™
along with honourable Minister Mr. Ramana on 8th
Dccember 2015 in and around Tiruvallur and Arkonam .
We had coverage from Jaya TV / Polimer TV and
Dinamani News Paper.

Secondly we have also sent 500 tarpaulins to Pondicherry
and Cuddalore which was distributed by our community
members. This stands to the tune of Rs.1,91,500/-.

Finally we have also distributed water packets to the tune
of Rs.7,950/- in Chennai. The total amount of distribution
was around Rs.8,55,450/-,

Hence, the total amount of distribution on behalf “Bharat
Varshiya Digamber Jain Teerth Kshetra community,
Mumbai” stands to tune of Rs.8,55,450/- (Rupeces Eight
Lakh Fifty Five Thousand Four hundred and fifty only)

President (Southern zone)
Kamal Tholia

sccretary (southern zone)
Dinesh Sethi




Even today Samanam (Jainism in Tamil land ) is a little
known or unknown religious entity and “Samanars” (the
native Tamil jains) are the invisible, voiceless community
for  majority of Tamil population and also for Jains living
outside the borders of Tamilnadu as well those who
migrated from outside and settled in Tamilnadu either
recently or several decades earlier. There are two reasons
for presenting the story of Jainism in Tamilnadu with
reference to native Jains called Samanars;

1. With the recent discovery by 'Ahimsa walk' — an
organisation formed to discover, and protect the
abandoned Thirthankara sculptures jaina relics,
monuments, in many villages towns, hillocks more and
more individuals , students, archaeologists, historians,
linguists, epigraphists, travellers Tamil writers ,journalists
show keen ‘interest in knowing about various phases and
facets of Jainism in Tamilnadu particularly its origin herein
Tamilland;

2. The history of native Jains of Tamilnadu and their rich
contributions to Tamil language, literature, Culture and
development of script has to be retold from time to time
notonly tojains outside the borders of Tamil nadu butalso
those who settled here asthey know very little or nothing
about Tamil jains and the ancientness of their history
spanning several thousands of years; the dawn of
civilization is the date of birth of Jainism in Tamilnadu; the
glorious history of Tamil jains of bygone era is a mystery for
many of them; this will clearly show , bring out the unique
character and value of the ancient culture and civilization of
the Tamil land that followed the ideal of Ahimsa as preached
by the Thirthankaras.

Previously a brief outline was provided to understand the
antiquity of Jainism in Tamil land. Now let us go in to the
origin of Jainism inTamiland;

Migration theory of Jainism into the South and particularly
Tamilland

Is Jainism alien to Tamil land?

Wasthe arrival from Karnataka, of Visakacharya adisciple of
Srutha Kevali Acharya Bhadrabahu, with a large followers
into Tamilnadu responsible for the introduction of Jainism
in Tamil country?

Wasittheinitial factor?

Did Jainism enter into Tamilnadu from Andhra?
Diditoriginate from two frontiers - Karnatakaand Andhra?
IsJainism as alder as the dawn of civilisation in Tamil land?
To trace the antiquity of Jainism in Tamil land one has to

et Rediscovery of Jainism in Tamilnadu- A kaleidoscopic picture
The forgotten history of the sacred jaina land- brought to you in a series
Part -2- Dawn of Jainism in Tamil Land

Dr.Kanaka.Ajithadoss Jain and P.RajendraPrasad Jain

seek the evidence/s both within the borders of Tamilnadu
as well outside it; the sources are diverse which include
ancient inscriptions, literature, chronicles of history, and
puranas etc.;

Jainism in Sravanabelagola (Karnataka) at the time of
arrival of Acharya Bhadrabahu

Jainism was a popular religion in Sravanabelgola at the time
of arrival of Sruthakevali Acharya Bhadrabahu; the arrival
of that greatJaina asceticfrom North isan unassailablefact
attested by several inscriptions in Sravanabelagola, and
Sanskrit literary works such as “Brahatkathacosa” of
Harisena (931CE), “Bhadrabhahucharith-
Munivamsabyuthya” of Sidhdhantha (1680CE) ai.
Kannada work “Rajavali saritham” of Devachandra
(1833CE) )

Several oriental as well the western scholars are of the
opinion that Jaina religion was introduced into Tamilnadu
after the arrival of Jain sangha into Sravanabelagola
(Karnataka) under the leadership of the great Jaina Acharya
Bhadrabahu (317- 297BCE) along with thousands of
followers and ascetics, the prominent ones were the ascetic
Visakacharya and the ascetic turned emperor
Chandragupta(322-298 BCE) ;

The question is this : Did Jaina religion already exist in
Sravanabelagola- Karnataka at the time of arrival of the
highly revered Struthakevali Acharya Badhrabahu ?

The answeris 'yes'; this conclusion is based on the following
valid assumptions:

Srutha kevali Acharya Bhadrabahu Sangha consisting -°
several thousands of ascetics would not venture to entc.
into an alien land if they were not sure of respectful
welcome based on agamic traditions and sympathetic
reverential support by the ruler and sravakas (house holders
whao know all about entertaining Jaina ascetics); the rules of
practices in laina ascetic life in the distant past were very
severe and strict and there is no exemption in practicing the
austere life; a Jaina society who are well versed in rules and
practices of entertaining jain ascetics alone can serve the
ascetic community; in other words jain ascetics will not be
able to practice ascetic life in a hostile environment; this
makes us to conclude that Srutha Kevali Acharya
Bhadrabahu chose a right place in the south where Jainism
was the popular religion of the land.

Dawn of Jainism in Tamil land
The question as to the origin of Jainism in Tamilnadu, Did
Tamilnadu wait for Vishakacharya's arrival to get Jainism




introduced in the Tamil land? The answer is 'NO'; at the
time of the arrival of Vishakacharya with a large group of
ascetics and followers in Pandyan country  (Tamilnadu}in
about 3" century BCE, Jainism was a popular religion
followed by the royals, merchants and the masses;
One of the reasons for arriving to this conclusion is that to
support alarge number of Jaina ascetics and followers the
people of host country must be knowing all the do's and
don'ts of principles of Jaina ascetic as well the
householders life which are  based purely on Ahimsa
dharma, equality and social justice; Had an unreceptive
and hostile conditions prevail at the time of arrival of
Vishakacharya, he would not have ventured to put his foot
on the hostile soil; the best example is 6th and 7th century
&adurai and the Pandyan, Pallava countries; a hostile
vironment was designed and brutal atrocities were
executed bythe Vedicreligious extremists who unleashed
terror on Jain population and ascetics in Madurai and
Pandyan country; theterrorized jainahouse holders and
ascetics of Madurai (and the Pandyan country) not getting
proper support and security ,and could not withstand the
hostile environment  migrated out; this account has been
recorded by the Vedic religious fanatics themselves in
their literature; the conclusion is that Jainism was already a
popular religion at the time of arrival of Vishakacharya and
thousands of ascetics and followers of Vishakacharya were
able to travel in Pandyan country strengthening the
principles of Ahimsa in the minds of the people
References on Jainism in Tamil land in the ancient period
Valmiki Ramayana (8" century BCE)

An inscription of Sravanabelagola (7" cent. CE.) tells that
harya Bhadrabahu instructed His disciple ascetic Acharya
saka to continue his vihar  to Tamil country and

Visakacharya travelled to Pandya country;  this had
happened in about end of 3° or beginning of 4™ cent BCE.
But Valmiki Ramayana (8" century BCE) has another story
to tell; when Rama came down to South to spend his forest
life he met many Jaina ascetics in Tamil country. This
indicates that even before the arrival of Vishakacharya
with a large number of ascetics  (3° /4" BCE) into
Tamilnadu, Jainism was prevalentin Tamilnadu.

Reference in Kambaramayana

Exactly a message similar to what recorded in Valmiki
Ramayana is reflected in “Kamba Ramayanam” a highly
revered by the Vaishnavites and universally acclaimed
Tamil literary work by Kavichakrvarthi Kambar.

Kambar describes through the character Sugrivan about

the high ascetic qualities of sky clad (Nirganth) Jaina
ascetics performing meditation; at the time of departure of
Hanumaan and Angathan to Srilanka insearch of Seetha,
Sugrivan advises them to bow and pay their reverence to
great Jaina ascetics performing very tough austerities at
the foot of Venkata mountain. This indicates that during
the Ramayana period  Jainism was prevalent in Tamil
country;

This gives another veryimportantinformation that Jainism
was well established in the northern part of Tamilnadu as
indicated in Kamba Ramayana - the mountain Venkatam
was the Northern boundry of Tamil country as indicated in
Tholkappium - a 2™ or 3" century Grammar literature - the
oldest, ancient Tamil work extant by a Jaina ascetic
Tholkappiyar (generally it is held that after the setback to
Jainism in Pandyan country due to the militant and
conversion activities of Vedic, Animal sacrifice promoting,
bhakthi movement during 6% 7" centuries, Jains moved to
the north and settled; but according to Kambar, during
Ramayana period Jainism was flourishing in the northern
part of Tamil Land )

The ancient Tamil country with Tamil Sangha (Tamil
Academies)

From ancient times, Jain poets along with others
participated in the literary activities of Tamil land; the
assemblage or group of poets is called sangha. (academy)
(Tamil : Sangam}); inthe ancient Tamil land there were three
such Tamil academies. when examined closely the
conception of an assembly of intellectuals and the name
'sangha' both owe their origin to the leaders of Jaina
religious movements in Tamil country; in the ancient
period Jainaintellectuals and ascetics formed themselves
into well constituted ascetic group as Sangha, Gana and
Gachcha; Mula sangha, Nandhi sangha, Dravida {Dramila)
sanghaetc,;

Researches on the ancient land of Tamil Land show that the
present Tamilnadu had an extensive area called “Lemuria
Continent” to the south of Kanyakumari, the southern tip of
Indian landmass; this Lemuria Continent of Tamils ruled by
Pandya kings with a capital city called “Kapatapuram” was
supposed to have been submerged by sea; events related
to the submergence of land mass are vividly described in
“Silapathikaram” — a masterpiece Jaina Tamil epic by
Ilankovadigal - a Jaina ascetic; because of two catastrophic
oceanic events (Tsunami?) occurred one after the other a
sizable land mass of the ancient Tamil land got separated
and became what is now known Srilanka (Swarna Dwip) ;
Pandyan kings created and fostered two Tamil Academies
called first and second Tamil sangams; when the Lemuria




continent was swallowed by the sea Pandyan shifted his
capital to the present Madurai; the period of existence of
these Tamil academies wasmuch earliertothat of arrival
of Visakachariya into Tamilnadu; it should be noted that
the Jaina ascetic “Tholkappiyar” (about 2™/ beginning of 3
century BCE), the author of the ancient Tamil grammer
work, was ane of the members of the two Academies;
Jaina Tamil - Brahmi inscriptions dated from 2™ century
BCEto4" century CE
Epigraphical evidences assignable tothe 2™ century BCE,
at Mangulam, Arittapatti, Thiruvathavur, Kilavalavu, Anai
malai etc. clearly indicate that Jainism already enjoyed
the privilege of a popular faith in Tamil land even before the
visit of Visakacharya (end of 2BCE or beginning of 3" BCE ).
To date more than 80 Tamil - Brahmi inscriptions related to
Jainism dated from 2™ century BCE to 4" century CE are
found in 30 places  in Tamil nadu; A detailed account of
these Jainism related ancient writings on rocks will be given
later;

Ancient Tamil classical writings ( dated around 3" or 4"
BCE to 2" CE)
Several ancient classic literary works furnish a good deal of
information as to the ancientness of Jainism and
prevalence of it in Tamil land even before the arrival of
Vishakacharya from Karnataka.
To know about this period Sangam literature forms the
basis; “Madurai Kanchi” - a sangam literature gives an
elaborate description of Temple for Thirthankara; another
sangam literature — “Pattinappalai” describes about a
temple for Aruganin “Kaveripoompattinam” A sangam poet
called “Nigandan kalaik kottu Thandanar” has written a
poem in Natrinai - a sangam literary work - here the name
“Nigandan” refers to a Jaina ( Nirganthan = Nigandan - sky
clad ); another poet “Ulochanar” was a Jain as the name
Ulochan indicates the practice of plucking of hair by Jaina
ascetic - These evidences are comparatively of early date;
one cannot discredit the solid evidence provided hy
literature, inscriptions;

The Hathikumbha inscription of the famous Jaina King
Kharavela - a friend Pandyan King - (2™ century BCE)
The famous 2™ century BCE Inscription of King Kharavela
recorded the participation of Pandya king in the
celebrations conducted by Kharavela

on the accasion of recovery of Kalinga Jina ( Thirthankara
statue) from Magadha King; the inscription describing the
events recorded the participation of Pandya King with
horses, elephants, jewels and rubies as well as pearls in
hundreds as presents to King Kharavela. Also we find a

reference that Kharavela dismembered the confederacy of
the T[rlamira (Dramira) (dramila - tamil) countries of one
hundred and thirty years, which hasbeen a source of danger
to (his) Country (Janapada).

From this 2™ century BCE inscription of Jaina King
Kharavela can infer that The Pandyan king was either an
adherent of Jainism or a patron of Jainism. It should be
noted that when the inscription talks about the
confederation of Tamil kings mainly Chera, Chola and
Pandya, it is Pandyan king only attended the celebrations
conducted by Kharavela - a Jaina king. Thus at the time of
the visit of Vishakacharya to Pandyan kingdom Jainism was
already in existence and popular in Tamil nadu with the
supportof masses and theKing.

Inscriptions from Andhra (4" century BCE)

The discovery of inscription of MahamehavahanaKingSa

at Guntappalli indicates that Jainism was prevalent in
Andhra in 6" century BCE; there is a view that Jainism in
Andhra made afoot holdin northern part of Tamil land,;
Mahavamsa account of Jainism in Srilanka (4" century
BCE) - diffusion from Tamil land

Mahavamsa, a Srilanka chronicle undisputedly recorded
the presence of Jainism in Srilanka in 4" BCE; according to
Mahavamsa, Srilankan King “Pandukabaya” (BCE-377-307)
when he established a new capital at Anuradhapura
temples and places for ascetic life for Jaina ascetics were
constructed; to quote English translation of Mahavamsa as
far as Gamani - tank, a hermitage was made for many
ascetics; eastward of that the ruler Pandukabaya built a
house for the Nigantha Jotiya; in that same region dwelt the
nigantha named Giri and ascetics of various heretical sects;
andtherethelord ofthe land built a chapel for the Niganth~
Kumbhanda; it was named after him; there lived fi.
hundred families of heretical beliefs; on the further side of
Jotiya's house and on this side of Gamini —tank he likewise
built a monastery for wandering mendicant monks--- (
Nigantha — Nirgrantha - sky -clad ascetics - Digamber Jaina
ascetics) - ( English rendering of Mahavmas by Geiger).
Fromthis one caninferthat Jainismwas prevalentin about
4" BCE in Srilanka with the support of the King
Pandukabaya;

The pertinent question is how did Jainism found foot hold in
Srilanka?

What was the route through whichit travelled?

Jaina ascetics should not cross or travel over sea; suchisthe
rules and practices ordained for a digamber Jaina ascetic;
hence they could not have travelled through the sea from
North India or Kalinga country where Jainism was a popular
religion at that time; the only passage available to Srilanka




for jaina ascetic was land route - the present Srilanka was
once a part and parcel of ancient Tamil country; after the
catastrophic oceanic disturbances it was separated with a
narrow and shallow sea lane or a strip of land ; Jaina
ascetics and most probably Jain merchants might have used
this land connectivity; it should be noted that the epic
Ramayana vividly describes the construction of a bridge
between the Tamil land and northern part of Srilanka,
called Ramar bridge;

This very amply proves that even before the arrival of
Vishakacharya Jainism was prevalent inTamil country and
from thereitspread into Srilanka;

Reference in Mahapurana of Acharya linasena and
Acharya Gunabadra about the rule of Jaina Vidhyadara
King Ravanain Srilanka
The highly revered Jaina Mahapurana describes the life of

Thirthankaras, 12 Chakravartins, 9 Baladevas, 9

Vasudevas and 9 prathi Vasudevas; In that part of
Mahapurana describing the life story of Munisuvratha
Thirthankara (20" Thirthankara) a detailed account of

Ravana - the prathi Vasudeva - the Jjain vidhyadara king of
Srilanka is given; Ravana's birth, establishment of kingdom
in Thrisigari inthe oceanisland of Srilanka by his ancestors
etc are given; it is interesting to note that there a famous
mountain by name “Thirikuta giri' ( Thrisigari of
Mahapurana) with a foot print at it's crest is present in
SriLanka. Nowadays it is claimed by Buddhists, Hindus,
Christians and Muslims as their sacred place!l!
Worshipping the foot prints of the emancipated souls is the
practice of Jains from time immemorial!
Thus there is no element of improbability, there is no room
for doubt about the fact that Jainism - the religion of
Ahimsa has been the home religion of Tamils from the
distant past. Thus there is no question of introduction of
Jainism into Tamil land; It has been a native religion of
Tamil land from the time of Lord Rishabha whose
'Dhivyadwani' (divine preaching) was heard in 18 major
languages, one among them was Tamil.

(to be continued)
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