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Peace and prosperity the Jain muni's way

- Swaraj Jain, New Delhi

Digambar Jain muni Acharya Gyansagar was indeed a
gyansagar, an ocean of knowledge, in the real sense. A great
saint, social reformer, and epitome of penance, Acharya
Mabharaj spent a large part of his life studying sacred
scriptures, spreading the teachings of Mahavir, and raising
his voice against the ills in society.

The Jain sage firmly believed that the concept of
Anekantavad can resolve all conflicts in the world. Each
substance has various attributes contradictory in nature. To
have proper understanding one has to look at things in
totality, from all angles. Four visually impaired persons will
always describe an elephant in four different ways. The
person touching its legs would say that the elephant is like a
pillar, whereas the one who is feeling its trunk would
describe it like a thick rope. The man touching its ears would
say it is like a big fan, and the fourth one touching its tail
would describe the pachyderm as a thin rope. Everyone is
right in his own way.

However, the problem starts when we stick to our point of
view and refuse to respect others' perspective. Mahavir was
among the first world teachers to declare that the same truth
can be viewed differently by diverse people. In Jainism, there
are 24 Tirthankaras in every kaal, period. Mahavir never said
that only Jains should progress in the world; he gave the same

respect to plants and trees as he gave to human beings. He own children? The jiva reaps the fruit of its karmas when they
promoted the concept of Anekantavad that teaches us to be fructify. Every soul can attain nirvana, salvation, by freeing
tolerant, said Acharya ji. itself from the karmic bondage through penance and
Contrary to what people think, Jains are not atheists. renunciation.

Removing misconceptions about the Jain belief system, Progressive in his outlook, Gyansagar ji, was a social
Gurudev would say that the universe, cosmos, according to reformer who spoke against female foeticide and also
Jain cosmology, is Anadi Nidhan. It is not created, protected, opposed widespread evils like gambling and bursting
or destroyed by any superpower called God. It exists since crackers during Deepavali. He believed that to get wealthy,
time immemorial and will continue till infinity. It consists of worshipping Lakshmi is not as important as doing good
six dravyas, substances, namely jiva, soul; pudgala, matter; karma. “Why worship Lakshmi? Earn your livelihood
dharma, ether; adharma, anti-ether; akasha, space; and kala, honestly, do good karma, and wealth will automatically
time. The jiva journeys through 84 lacs yonis, species, come to you. Don't kill innocent, small creatures and cause
according to its good or bad karmas, and pudgala, karmic pollution by bursting crackers and fireworks. Celebrate
particles, remain attached to the jiva till it wanders; dharma Deepavali differently, distribute sweets and provide
helps the jiva and pudgala move from one place to another; monetary help to the poor and needy and be the reason of
adharma helps them stay, remain stationary; akasha provides their happiness. Then Lakshmi will be yours forever,” he
space; and kala helps substance in Parinaman, continuous said.

change of form. The jiva is the doer of its karma. God doesn't * * *

punish or reward it for its deeds. Why would he punish his
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JAIN CENTRES IN MADURAI DISTRICT

Dr. C.Santhalingam, Madurai

In and around Madurai, there are more than a dozen
hill abodes which served as hermitage of Jain ascetics
and they were caused to be cut by then Pandya Kings,
nobles and merchants. These centres are individually
described and their importance are discussed below in
detail.
Mangulam (Meenakshipuram):
This village Mangulam lies at 20 km north east of
Madurai city. A small hamlet very near to this village is
now called meenakshipuram with a hill named
Ovamalai alias Kalugumalai. During 1882, Rabert
Sewel discovered some Tamil-Brahmi inscriptions in
one of the caves at this hill. These records are the
earliest Tamil- Brahmi Jain records so far discovered
in Tamilnadu and are dated back to 200 BCE by
Iravatham Mahadevan. Some other scholars claim the
date of these records to 300 to 500 BCE.
Totally there are five natural caverns in this hill and
these caverns are cut with dripledge for draining the
rain water outside of the caves. More than a dozen rock
beds are strewn in each cave; particularly the last cave,
where in Nedunchezhian name found, has 34 stone
beds and a canal to drain the natural spring water out.
Among the total six inscriptions, two of them have the
name Nedunchezhian and some other epithets such as
Valuthi, Kadalan, Panan, Kavithi, Nigamathor etc.
The firstrecord reads as,
'Kaniy nanta Sriy Ikuvanke dammam iththa
Nedunchazhiyan
Panaan Kadalaan Vazhuththiy kottupiththa Paliy'
An official of Nedunchezhian, Kadalan Vazhuthi, by
name was caused to be created this adode for the
benefit of a Jaina monk KaniNantha Srikuvan, is the
meaning of the inscription.
Very near to the first record, another record is
engraved which reads as,
'Kaniy Naththiy Kodiy Avan'
It means, this rock bed was created for Kani Naththi.
The next inscription is
engraved on the another cave below the dripledge. It
reads as,
“Kaniy Nantha Sriy KuAvan damam itha
Nedunchezhiyan
Salakan Ilanchadikan Tantai Sadikan
Ceyiyapaliy”

It reveals that, these rock beds were created by
one Sadikan who was the father of Ilan Sadikan, the
co-brother of Nedunchezhian for the benefit of Kani
Nanthan.

The cave where in this inscription is engraved
was once covered with full of mud and cowdung.
During the year 2004, this cave was excavated and all
the earth was removed and finally 34 rock beds were
unearthed. These beds are in three rows with a canal by
which natural spring water could be drained outside
the cave. The natural spring originates from one comer
of the cave and it was drained by a rock canal without
wetting the rock beds in a neat way.

Another long inscription is inscribed on the face of a
greatbolder above a cave.
Itreads as.
""Kaniy Natha Sriykuva (n) Velaraiy Nikamathu
Kavithiy
Kalithika Anthai Asuthan Pinavu Kodupithon'

This record denotes that, this rock shelter was
created by certain Kalithika Anthai Asuthan by name
who was a member of Vellaraiy Nikama and Kavithi
title holder for the benefit of Kani Nantha Sri kuvan.
Some important informations are found in this record.
It refers to one 'Vellarai Nikama', that is one
merchantile guild nikama was functioning at the
village Vellarai. The prakrit word Nikama is
mentioned here as Nikamam. The donor has got the
title 'Kavithi' which was awarded on those days by the
kings who were remarkable achievers in their
respective profession. This term 'kavithi' is also
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referred to in Siththannavasal (Pudukkottai Dt) and
Thirumalai (Sivagangai Dt) Tamil-Brahmi records
also in the same meaning.

According to Iravatham Mahadevan, the term
Kalithikan means one who was an expert in assessing
pearls. The word 'Pinavu' means the cave just like
pilavu (Cleavage) The ancient village name Vellarai,
can be traced now very near to Mankulam in the name
of Vellarippatti.

The another small record is engraved on the
face of another bolder and reads as 'Santharithan
Kodupithon'. It means this cave and beds are donated
by one Santharithan. Very near to this record, one more
small inscription is also found which reads as,

"Vel Arai Nikamathor Kotiyor'
It means that this cave and beds were made by the
members of the Nikama of Vellarai.

In these total six records some Prakrit words
and northern Brahmi letters are mixed. Because of
these it is assumed that these inscriptions were
engraved by the merchants and royal officials for the
jain monks who migrated form North India and settled
here.

The northern Brahmi letters such as Sa, Sri, Su and
Dha and the northern words like Salakan, Asuthan,
Nigamam, Dhamam ete are mixed in some of these
records. Senior Epigraphists, assessed the date of
these records to belong 300-200 BCE and considered
these are the carlicst Tamil-Brahmi Jain records so far
discovered in Tamilnadu. Since these inscriptions are
engraved in the caves which served as the adodes of
Jain monks the origin of these scripts is also associated
with Jain monks. But the discovery of Pulimankombai

herostones during 2004, put an end to these
assumptions and speculations.

Since Pulimankombai records are devoid of
northern Brahmi letters and Prakrit words, and
associated with the burial rituals of common man
without the connection of any religious sentiments,
the age of the origin of Tamil Brahmi is pushed
forward to one more century (ie 400 BCE) by some
scholars (K. Rajan)

The rock surface where Mangulam Brahmi
records are found was excaved during 2007 by the
department of Archaeology, Government of Tamil
nadu. By this excavation one brick structure was
unearthed very near to the first cave of Mangulam Hill.
This brick structure consists of two large spacious
halls with eleven course of brick foundation. The
bricks were uniformly 33x18x5 cms in size. The two
halls might have been used as prayer halls which were
paved with burnt bricks. The roof might have been
covered with grooved tiles with rafters and iron nails.
The grooved tiles have holes at the centre for fixing
them with reapers by nails. Number of Iron nails were
collected in various sizes during the excavation. These
prayer halls might have been used by the local jain
followers who lived around Madurai (Sravakas)
where as the monks might have been residing at the
nearby caves where the Tamil- Brahmi inscriptions are
seen.

Arittapatti

This village is located at about 20 kms distance
in the Madurai- Trichi highway before Melur. The
name Arittapatti is in vouge orally by the people but no
revenue or historical records attest this name. The
22"Thirthankara of Jainism is called as Neminatha as
well as Arittanemi. It may be assumed that this village
is named after him. One record at Kalugumalai
(Tuticorin District) refers to one Arittanemipadarar
probably a Jain saint.

On the western side of Arittapatti one hamlet is located
in the name Ilamai Nayakipuram. Very near to the
hamlet a hillock Kalinjamalai lies, with a natural
cavern on its eastern side. Within this natural cavern,
rock beds are hewn for the stay of Jaina monks but now
these are encroached by the local people as cattle shed.
The face-forchead of the cave is cut with dripledge so
as to drain the rain water out of the cave.

Two Tamil-Brahmi inscriptions are engraved one at



the bottom of the dripledge and another above the
dripledge. The first inscription was discovered during
1971 by professors K.V. Raman and Y. Subbarayalu.
The second record was discovered by the officials of
the department of Archaeology government of
Tamilnadu during 2003. Both these inscriptions are
datable to 200 BCE (ie) contemporaneous to
Mangulam records. The firstrecord reads as

'Nelveliy Silivan Athinan Veliyan Muzhakai
Kodupithon' It means that this rock shelter was
donated by certain Athinanveliyan of Nelveli. This
Nelveli can be identified with present day
Thirunelveli. The term 'Silivan' may be taken as a
corrupted form of 'Chezhiyan' the Pandya epithet. The
name 'Athinan' is refered to in one led coin collected
form Andipatti in Thiruvannamalai district. Veliyan

Arittapatti Tamil Brahmi Inseription 200 BCE
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was a proper name normally in vogue during Sangam
period. Ex. Thithan veliyan. The term Muzhakai
means the cave. The same word is mentioned in one of
the Varichiyur (Kunnathur) record also. Previous
readers of this record gave different readings for some
words. But the correct reading is given by Irvatham
Mahadevan in his voluminous work (2003&2013).
The second inscription reads as

'lanciy Elam perathan makan Emayavan

immuzakaiy Kodupithavan'

It means this cave was created by one Emayavan son
of Elamperathan who hailed from Hanciy village. The
village Ianciy can be identified with the village near
Courtallam with same name. Both the villages lanciy
and Nelveli are located in the southern most Pandya
region and so the chieftains of Pandya rulers might
have been caused to be cut this cave as a sign of
patronizing Jainism. Scholars have opined that the
second record can be dated some what carler than the
firstrecord.

Just ten feet distance of these records, one
more Jaina Thirthankara image has been exquisitely
carved and an inscription is also engraved below the
figure. This sculpture and record in vatteluthu
character in Tamil language can be fixed to belong 9-
10 Century CE. Some scholars identified this figure
with Athinatha, It is seated in arthapariyanka asana,
with triple umbrella above the head. Two fly whisks
are also found one on each side of the head. Two lamps
are also carved one on each side of the figure. The
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image is seated on a well blossomed lotus flower.

The sculpture is covered with a thin coat of well
ground lime and various colours are painted on fressco
technique. Yellow, red and green colours are still
brightly seen against the ravages of time and attesting
a good example for early Pandyan sculptural art and
painting.

Below the figure the inscription is cut on four
lines in Vatteluthu script. It reads as

'Sri Thiruppinaiyan malai
PorkottuKaranaththar peral
Accananthi ceyviththa thirumeni
Pathirikudiyar rakshai'

By this record, the name of the hill is known as
Thiruppinaiyanmalai. The PorkottuKaranathar means
an official group. The saint Accanathi had caused to be
cut this sculpture. The original name of the village is
known as Pathirikudi whose residents had assured to

protect this stone image.

This sculpture might have been carved during 9-10
Century CE when Jainism was rejunuvated after the
bakthi movement. Accanathi sanits name is found in at
least 10 Jain centers around Madurai. So, he might be
instrumental for the rejuvenation of this religion
around Pandya country. The village Arittapatti can be
reached by frequent city buses form Madurai city.
Alagarmalai

Among the eight ancient Jain hills
Alagarmalai is very famous one and it is named as
Irungundram. This hill is named after Vishnu, the
presiding deity of Vaishnavism, Alagar and so it is now
called Alagarmalai. But in ancient literature it is
mentioned as Thirumal (Vishnu) irunjolaimalai.
Mahavira, the Jaina 24" Thirthangara is also named as
AniyathaAlagar (Beautful without dress) Hence in
both ways, the name Alagarmalai is very appropriate
for this hill. At the middle of the hill range, very near to
Kidaripatti village, one spacious natural cavern is
seen. It can be reached by steps and iron ladder with
some cautious effort.

On the face of the rock in the cave, some
Tamil-Brahmi inscriptions are engraved at about 20 ft
height. Totally 13 inscriptions are so far noticed and
deciphered among them one alone engraved on the
surface of a rock bed (head portion). This cave might
have been occupied by the local tribal people before
the advent of Jains. Number of pre-historic paintings

Aagarmalai Jain Thirth

drawn with red achor and white are seen on the ceiling
of the natural cavern. Hunting scenes, animal figures,
deer, ladder, triangles, human figures are seen clearly.
It can be surmised that this place might have been
approached by the saints of Jainism in order to convert
them to their religious faith. Drip ledge is also cut to
drain the rain water out of the cave. One natural water
fountain is also seen on one side of the cave in which
water is full in all seasons. This water fountain might
have been serving as a drinking water source for the
Jaina ascetics in ancient times.

Below the dripledge 12 inscriptions are engraved, the
last one is cut on the head portion of a rock bed on the
floor of the cave. Among these 13 records, the name
Madurai is mentioned in two records with some
corruption. Madurai is written as Mathirai and
Matthirai. Madurai salt merchant, Madurai goldsmith
are mentioned with their native place. The other
traders who engaged in trading cloth, sugar, iron etc
are also mentioned in the records. Some symbols are
also seen at the end of some inscriptions. Sapamitha
and Pammithi, the two lady saints names are also
recordered here. At the eastern end of the dripledge,
one Thirthankara fi gure is engr raved as a line drawing
below which one vatteluthu inscription 'Sri
Accananthiceyal' is seen. According to the
paleography this vatteluthu record is dated to 9-10
Century CE. But the Tamil Brahmi records belong

200-300BCE.
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