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Jainism in Pandya Country
Dr.C.Santhalingam

Thiruvathavur

This village lies at about 25 km away to Madurai in Melur
taluk. This place can be reached by frequent city buses form
Madurai and Melur. This historic village is ancient one, because

L]

this was the birth place of Kabilar, the Sangam age Tamil poet and

Keslavalavu Jains

birth place of Manickavasaka, the Pandyan minister turned Saivaite

hyminist who lived in 9-10 Century CE. At the one end of this there is a hillock which is named as Panchapandavar malai by the
village on the Sivaganga road, one hillock lies in the name Ovamali. locals. Wherever there are Jain caves and rock beds found the local
On this hill, very near to the land surface one natural cavern is seen people will name them as pancha pandavarmalai (ic) the residence
with two Tamil-Brahmi inscriptions. These records were of five heroes of Mahabaratha epic. The rock beds scooped at this
discovered and deciphered by Iravatham Mahadevan during 1966 hill are very neat and smoother than any other beds around Madurai.
and they are assigned to 200 BCE. The plinth of the floor has canals neatly cut so as to drain the natural
The firstrecord is engraved below the dripledge in single line which spring water oozing out from the cave. The cave is very spacious
reads, and more than fifty rock beds are also scooped out in this cave.
'"Pankada Arithan Kottupithon' On the face of the bolder, dripledge is also cut to drain the
Thiruvathavur Tamil Brahmi Inscription rain water out of the cave. Below the dripledge one Tamil Brahmi
It means, this rock bed was caused to be cut by one Arithan, a inscription is engraved. This record is somewhat peculiar, because
resident of Pankadu (Village name). In between the first letter pa the letters are cut upside down and right to left. The single line
and second letter n., there is a long gap in which one letter 'na' can be recordreads as,
inserted. If it is admitted, then the name of the village might be 'Upasan Thondilavon Kodu Paliy'. The term upasa is considered by
"Panakadu”, At present at about 15km distance from Thiruvadavur, Iravathan Mahadevan a corrupt form of upajjaya, a pali language
one village is located with the name 'Panankadi; so, this same word which means a religious exponent (preacher). These people
village might have been in vogue on those days and one of its might have been the preists who conduct prayers at the houses of
resident Arithan had caused to be cut this rock beds at Ovamalai. Sravagas (Jain house holds).
The second record reads as, The place name 'Thondi' may be identified with one, a Sangam age
'upasan parasu urari kotupithon' port in east coast. Ilaiyan, the resident of Thondi had been caused to

be cut the beds at this hill. This record is assignable to 1 Century CE.
At the top of the inscription on the rock two rock figures of Jaina
Thirthankaras are cut in sitting posture. Below them one Vatteluthu
inscription is engraved which reveals that these figures are made by
one Sankaran Srivallabhan, He also donated certain measure of rice
for food offering and 50 sheep for burning a perpetual lamp.

On the western side of the cave, at the face of an another bolder six
stone figures of Thirthankaras are cut. Three are Mahaviras and
others are Parsvanatha figures and they are also painted with
various colour pigments just ike at Anaimalai and Arittapatti

figures. These images are assignable to 9-10 Century CE, Above
the dripledge of the cave and on the plinth surface of the cave some

It is engraved above the dripledge. The upasan means a guru or holes are made on the rock surface. These holes might have been
teacher. So a teacher in the name Parasu has been caused to be cut used to insert the poles so as to make a temporary thatched shed for
these beds. This monument is declared as a historical place and the devotees or students of the ascetics.

maintained by the Department of Archacology government of Since Sangam age and upto 9-10 Century CE this place might have
Tamilnadu. served as an important jain center. It is located on the ancient high
Kilavalayu: Along Madurai to Thiruppathur main road at about way between Pandya country to Chola country. Now this hill is
38KM distance lies this village. On the western side of this village declared as a protected monument by the Archaeological survey of
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India, Govt of India. Number of
stone quarries were functioning
very near to this monument but
fortunately this hill is protected by
the efforts of art lovers and local
people.

Karungalakkudi : On the
highway of Madurai to Trichi at
about 40 KM distance this village is
located. It is well connected by
buses form Melur and Madurai. On
the northern side of this village one
hillock is located with the name
Panchapandavar Kuttu. In this hill
one natural cavern is seen which is
neatly hewn with 30 rock beds. The
cave has been cut with a dripledge
and below it one line Tamil Brahmi
inscription is engraved. It reads as,
'Elaiyur Arthinpaliy'

Itis assigned to 2Century BCE
andit means 'Arithin' an individual
a resident of Elaiyur has caused to
be cut these rock beds. According to Iravatham Mahadevan,
Elaiyur may be the corrupted form of Idaiyur, the residential area of
Cattle keepers.

On the plinth surface of the cave, one stone pit is cut in oval shape,
which may be considered as a grinding place of medicines etc. Such
types of oval shaped pits are already found at Anaimalai Jain centre
and Thirupparankunram cave. Usually the aina monks, served the
people mainly in four ways. They provided food, education, shelter
and medicine for the needy. So, this oval shaped pit might have
been used for preparing medicines by grinding natural herbs.

On the opposite rock face at this place one figure of a Jaina ascetic is
executed. This figure is in sitting posture with fully tonsured head.
No triple umbrell, is seen and so it may not be a Thirthangara, but an
ascetic.

Below this figure one small inscription is written in Valleluthu
script which reads as, 'Sri Accananthi Ceyviththa Thirumeni' (ic)
This figure was made by the saint Accananthi. This figure
according to the inscription can be dated to 9-10 Century CE.

Above this cave, on the terrace of the rock some figures of Pre-

= historic paintings are seen, mostly
g% they are drawn in white colour. So,
it is assumed before the advent of
Janis, at this hill number of ancient
tribal people might have occupied
this cave and its surrounding. Jain
monks might have approached
them and converted them into their
. faith. Now this Jain cave is
declared as a historical monument
v . and protected by the department of
Archacology government of
Tamilnadu.
Varicciyur (Kunnathur)
On the Madurai-Sivagangai main
road at 15 KM distance lies the
. village Varicciyur, which is
s included in Madurai north Taluk
. and Madurai district. One road
| branches out from this village to
. connect Thiruppuvanam via
, Kunnaththur. On this road lies a

small hillrock in the name
Uthayagiri and also called Subramaniyar hill. At this hill, one north
facing natural cavern is seen where in number of rock beds were
hewn for the stay of Jaina monks. One dripledge is cut on the face of
the rock to drain out the rain water. Above and below the dripledge
totally three Tamil-Brahmi inscriptions are engraved here all are
datable to 2 Century BCE. The first record engraved on the
forehead of the rock above the dripledge reads as,

Paliy Kodupi.....
This record is incomplete, only two words can be seen. The donor of
the rock beds might have been mentioned al the end which is lost.
The second record is engraved on the east facing rock surface,
above the dnipledge which reads as, 'Ata....rai itha vaika on nuru
kala nel..."' This inscription is also damaged here and there and so
full meaning couldnot be known. The donation of one hundred
kalam measure of paddy might have been recorded here. The third
record is engraved with same place but below the dripledge, which
reads,
'Hanathan Karuiya nal mazhau hai’

It means this good cave has been caused to be cut by one Ilanathan.
All these three records belong to 2Century BCE. Kalam, Nel, Nuru,
Muzhakhai are the words that attract our attention in these records.
For the first time these words occur in such an early period. Kalam
denotes a measure, Paddy a grain, Nuru (hundred) one numeral,
Muzhahaia cave. All other inscriptions around Madurai mention
only about the donations of rock beds. But one of these inscriptions




furnish some different donations. This hill is declared as a protected
monument and maintained by department of Archaeology
government of Tamilnadu. This place is well connected by city
buses from Madurai.

Anaimalai - People who are entering Madurai city from northern or

eastern districts of Tamilnadu cannot avoid to see one big hillock
which lies as an elephant with a elongated trunk in the front and a
long tail at the back. Since it looks like a sleeping elephant the local
people call this hill as Yanaimalai (Elephant Hill). At a 8 Km
distance east of Madurai city this hill is located near a village in the
name Oththaikadai (one shop). The 9-10CE records of this hill
mentions the name of one village as Narasinga mangalam where
this hill exactly lies. Now this village is named as Narasingam. This
name is in vogue because of a rock cut cave temple executed where
in one seated Yoha Narashima bas-relief sculpture at the
garbhagraha.

This hill has been served as an important Jain abode since sangam
age which is attested by the presence of a Tamil-Brahmi record
datable to 1Century CE. It is considered as one among the important
eight Jain hills located around Madurai.

Thirugnanasampantha the first among the Devaram trio, mentions
this Place jn one of his hymns as a stronghold of Jainism. On the top

Anaimalal Jainsculptures - 10th CE

terrace of this hill, one Natural cavern is seen where in rock beds are
strewn smoothly for jain monks. About 20 beds are scooped out in
this Cave. The face of this cave is cut with dripledge below which
one Tamil-Brahmi inscription is engraved in two lines. It reads as,

'Iva Kunrathu uraiyul pathanthan Eri Arithan Athuvayi Aratta
Kayipan' [t means this cave and rock beds are made for Eri Arithan
and Arattakayipan the two monks. The first word Ivakunram means
elephant hill (Ivam-Elephant). The term uraiyul means the
residencial place (Cave). The word Pathanthan means a respectable
person, honourable man — reverencial man). The word Athuvayi is
the corrupted form of Attavayi which means exponent or preacher.
Arrattan denotes the name of the monk and Kayipan denotes his
Kasyaba gotra.
One important aspect regarding the arthography of this record is to
be mentioned here. In this record in the word 'Aratta Kayiban the
first't' has a dot (pulli) on the top. It means it is to be taken as a doted
consonant.
No such Tamil-Brahmi inscriptions have dots either on consonants
or in short vowels except this one letter, It is to be discussed at
length. Tholkappiyam, the earliest Tamil grammar, the exact author
and date of it is not known. It mentions in one of its verse,

'Meyyin lyarkkai pulliyodu Nilaiyal'
That means all Consonants should beara dot on its head, The next
verse denotes,
'Ekara okoraththu iyarkkaiyum arre',

‘Which means the vowels e and o also should bear dots, Various
Tamil scholars define the date of Tholkappiyam from 14CBCE-
5CBCE. But the Linguists differ from their opinion and fix the date
after Christ according to the dot found with Anaimalai recod. But
still itis a disputable question.
Apart form this Brahmi cave, on the north slope of the hill one
galaxy of Jaina sculptures are carved which are datable to 9-10
CCE. On the face of the rock bolder these images are carved and
below them inscriptions in vatteluthu scripts are also engraved
which reveal the detail by whom these sculptures were made and
protected. Among these sculptures, Mahavira, Parsvanatha-
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Neminatha, Bahubali (Komatisvara) and Ambika Yakshi are Accananthi saint. He had caused to be cut one figure and it was

carved. Well ground lime paste is applied above these sculptures protected by the Brahmin shaba of Narashinga mangalam (ie) the
and different colours are painted in wet condition. Mostly red, village that lies below the hillock. This record shows that, during
yellow, green colour pigments are used in these paintings. Only this period (ie 9CCE), no dispute between Jainism and Saivism
some of them have still retained their colours whereas most of them prevailed, but religious harmony was maintained.

have disappeared. During the 7" CCE some disputes between both these religions
These paintings are comparable to that of Arittapatti and occurred by which Jainism faced some set back. 8000 jain ascetics
Sittannavasal paintings all are datable to 9CCE. Fly wiks, lamps who lived in the ancient eight jain aboades were tortured. But after
and foliages have still maintained their colours. These are standing one or two centuries this turmoil scenario was completely changed
as good examples for the early Pandyan painting art and also prove and both Saivism and Jainisms were equally patronized by the then
that Jains were not against fine arts. Pandyakings. How this miracle was possible in such a short period?
The sculptures represented here depict the puranic episodes of Jaina This was because of the matrimonial relationship between Pandyas
religion. Mahavira is simply shown as sitting in arthapariyanka and Gangas of Thalakad. Usually Gangas were staunch followers of
asana, with triple umbrella above his head. The story of Jainism. One Pandya king Parantaka Varagana I (768 — 815) had
Parsvanatha, the 23" Thirthankara is sculptured excquisitely as a married a Ganga princess Pusundari. By this matrimonial
drama form. At first Parsvanatha is shown as standing straight relationship, Jainism got its lost influence and rejunuvated in
(Kayothsarga) and by his leftside one demon Kamatha is shownas various places where it was already enjoying influence deep
trying to pelt a big rock bolder on him. Dharnendra, the yaksha of rootedly. The relentless efforts of Saint Accananthi also gained this
Parsvanatha spreads his canopy a five hooded snake above the head achievement.

of Parsvanatha to save him from the attack of Kamatha. The inscriptions below these sculptures reveal the department
Padmavathy, the Yakshi as well as the wife of Dharnendra tries to officials, nobles and individuals who patronized these sculptures.
save her husband by holding a Vajra umbrella above the head of Revenue officials, Security officials, and individuals like, Enathi
Dharnendra. The demon Kamatha, who failed in his attempt finally Nadi of Kalavalinadu, Seliyapandi from peruvembathur, Sathan
surrenders to Parsvanatha and bowed down at his feet and put his Araiyan of Venpurainadu, Eviyamputhi from Venbaikudi were
head at the feet of Parsvanatha. This whole scene is depicted in a caused to be made these sculptures, Still one individual stone image
single panel very neatly ofa sitting Thirthankara, is installed on the main road of this village
Next, Bahubali figure is sculptured with his two sisters and finally and worshipped as a local folk god Muniyandi by the local people.
Ambika Yakshi figure is neatly executed. Below these sculptures These jaina monuments are protected by the department of
totally eight Vatteluthy inscriptions are engraved. Among them one Archaeology Governement of Tamilnadu.
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Nainagiri Panchkalyanak

This past week, | had the privilege of attending
probably the most sacred of events of Jains -
Panchkalyanak. This account explains what a
Panchkalyanak is from a novice's point of view.

In essence, a Panchkalyanak is conducted to
make an idol from a mere stone piece to a
venerated God. Once a sculptor has prepared
the idol from a raw stone after months of cutting,
chipping, and polishing, it may look like the idol of
a god, but as per the Jain scriptures, it is still a
carved stone piece. To make it a worshipable idol,
it must be consecrated. This process of
consecration is Panchkalyanak.

A Panchkalyanak begins with hoisting of Jain
Flag consisting of Five Colours of five
Parmesthies. Itis conducted over 5 days where
each day tells a story about the key life stages of
Teerthankar Aadinath Bhagwan. A point of
interest here is that the idol that you want to
consecrate may be of any Teerthankar, or, like in
case of Nainagiri, Siddh Bhagwan (difference
between Teerthankarand Siddh is another topic),
the story-telling events of 5 days are always of
Aadinath Bhagwaan only.

Another important point is that the presence of a
Muni Maharaj is required to conduct all the
events. The entire event is conducted by a
Pratishthacharya.

During the 5 days, Pooja-Vidhan is done during
the morning hours from 6 am to 12 pm, post
which, various cultural and fun events are
planned till late night. Of course, music and
dancing is a fundamental attraction to all
humans, and therefore, the Pooja, evening Aarti,
and the cultural programmes have a continuous
performance of musicians. Acharya, Munivar,

Vidhan Singhai, Bhopal

Pratishthacharya and other learned
personalities talk on Jain principles &
teachings. And it's all done in
harmony with the theme of the day.

Participants of a Panchkalyanak
There are various participants of the

Panchkalyanak and most people can participate
though there are restrictions for few roles. The
expectation is always to participate as a couple -
husband and wife. The two main pairs of roles
are Maata-Pita and Saudharm indra-indrani.
During the planning days of the Panchkalyanak,
the roles are advertised and sponsorships are
solicited. Typically, these two pairs solicit the
highest sponsorships.

A point worth noting is that raising funds through
such sponsorships is a very important aspect of
Panchkalyanak. These funds are then used for
the development and maintenance of the
temples, premises, and the area around. In fact,
even during the event, sponsorships are solicited
for various activities like Abhishek Kalash, first
Aarti, Shantidhaara, Paad Prakshalan etc.

The participants are expected to perform their
P — -




duties assigned to them for their respective roles
in very bright and colourful costumes. And they
also need to carry out their roles during the
cultural programmes. But soon enough, they are
not acting, but really start living their roles and get
really emotional as the stories play out during the
5days.

Some of the other roles worth mentioning are
Ishanindra, Mahendra, Kuber, Saamanya Indra,
Maha Yagyanayak, Yagyanayak, Maha
Mandaleshwar, Mandaleshwar, Bharat,

Bahubali, Ashtakumaariyaan, and Chhappan e B <R
Kumariyaan. A note on Siddh Bimb Panchkalyanak of
Nainagiri

Themes for the 5 days
There are 5 main events in the life of a

Teerthankar - Garbha (conception), Janm (birth),
Deeksha (consecration as a Muni), Keval Gyan
(gaining omniscience) and Moksha or Nirvana
(salvation) - and each day of the Panchkalyanak
celebrates one of these events. The morning
Pooja, activities of the day, and the cultural
programmes, are all based on the day's theme.

The Siddha Bimb Panchakalyanak of Nainagiri
was conducted for the consecration of 5 idols of
Acharya Varadatta and his four disciples
Indradatta, Gunadatta, Saayardatta, and
Munindradatta, that are now seated in the largest
siddha mandir in the country so far. It was a
proud moment for our family to see the 5 beautiful
idols, the largest stone siddha yantra and the
dazzling artistry of the temple.

The 5 days of the Panchakalyanak are very
enjoyable and go by very quickly. People from
various nearby towns and villages come over,
enjoy the events which they can join in, contribute
in whatever form and shape that they can, eat a
great quality feast throughout the day and have a
gala family time. With so many people doing
Pooja every day, there's a need for a lot of
Dravya, and so, some people contribute by
bringing in Dravya from their villages. It's quite a
sight to watch a large family with people of all
ages bringing in large plates full of Dravya
Samagri. The evening Aarti is very entertaining
with many people dancing to the tunes of
bhajans. And if you believe, you're getting a lot of
blessings while having so much fun and
entertainment. What can be better!

The Panchkalyanak was conducted under the
guidance of Bramhachari Jai Nishant as the
Pratishthacharya with the blessings of Aacharya
Udaarsagar Ji Maharaj and Munivar Shri
Upshantsagar Ji. Dr. Mahendra Kumar Jain
Manuij, Indore, Pt. Rishabh Kumar Jain, Rajim
Navapara, PtAshok Kumar Jain Bamhori and Pt
Manish Jain, Tikamgarh assisted the
Pratishthacharya through various events of the 5
days. Jain families from all the neighbouring
villages and towns came in to get the blessings of
Lord Parshwanath. Daily delicious delicacies
were arranged for them in a large Bhojnalaya
overlooking a divine panorama of a beautiful
lotus-filled lake, lush green forest and heavenly
temples on the hill. Our family will always be
grateful to Lord Parshwanath of Nainagiri for
enabling us to be able to contribute to this event.
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